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+ On the heels of the Fourth War Man 


reservoir of+4,600.000 jobs can be de- 
veloped by television within 10 years 
after cessation of hostilities, the Sales 
Executives Club was told yesterday 
at their “Television Day” meeting in 
the Hotel Roosevelt. N. Y. The rosy 
picture was painted by 


prexy Paul G. Hoffman in a tran- 
scribed message introed by Thomas 
Joyce of RCA-Victor. 

Hoffman, chairman of the board 
of trustees for the Committee of Eco- 
nomic De yment, pointed out that, 
in 1° 900 were gainfully em- 
ploy and wvedicted that through 

nds for goods and 

id be increased by as 

within the next decade. 
erring to an estimated national 


sav ings-backlog of 100 billion dollars 
by the end of this vear, Hoffman said 
this money would become a dynamic 
productive force, giving jobs to mil- 
lfons, if it is transformed into effec- 
tive consumer buying. Theme of 
(Continued on page 46) — 


Hospital Circuit’ 
Of Entertainers In 
Post-War Era Plans 


By ABEL GREEN 
Abe Lastfogel’s departure yester- 
day (Tues.) for the Coast, to give 


more attention to the William Morris 
Agency of which he is executiv .p. 
and g.m., signalizes the beginning of 
a less intensive application to his 
USO-Camp Shows. Inc., job. But 
there can never be the end of that, 
even with the war won, for Last- 
(Continued on page 32) 


vev 


METRO WOULD MAKE 


Studebaker | 


late last week t! 


Tragic Fun 


St. Louis, March 14. 
While dancing in the aisle 
American theatre Thursday (9) with 
a chorus gir] of the Olsen and John- 
“Sons O’ Fun” cast, C. Everett 
Fahrner, 39, grocer of East St. Louis, 
collapsed and died a few minutes 
later. Fahrner, accompanied by his 
wife, accepted an invite from Claire 
Woolsey, the chorine, to “cut a rug” 
in the aisle. 
of the show. 
Mrs. Fahrner her 
had been under treatment for 
trouble. The show went on, 


Final Solution On 
Disc Row Far Off 


The War Labor 
last week against Jan 
and hig American Federation of 
sicians jin their long-standing dispute 
against the Columbia and RCA-Vic- 
tor Recording companies isn’t ex- 
pected to result in a final solution for 
a considerable time, according to 
many and music men. It’s 
felt, generally, in 
controversy wil 
the November electi 


sen 


sa id 
heart 


Board's dec sion 


recora 
ine 
extended beyond 
because of the 


| be 


interlocking labor and_ political 
issues. 
When it became known in N. Y. 


iat the WLB decision 
Saturday (11), 
d be against Petrillo 
‘ture as to how 


would be ann 
and that it woul! 
there was wild co: 


| 


i soon Columbia and Victor would re- 
sume recording. This was partially 
based on the fact that even top re- 

(Continued on page 52) 


CUGAT A COMEDIAN 


Louis 


ec 


K. Sidney, 
who retur: 

(Wed: 
east, 


Metro production 
is to the Coast 


alter 


ex 


utive, 


today three 


iesaday), 
weeks 
Xavier he to 
make int@a comedian on the Robert | 
Benchley order. In fact, Metro has | 
Opiional deal with the 
maestro (currently at the Broadway 
Paramount) and it’s been optioned | 
on its second semester. 

A deal may yet be worked out 


whereby Metro will take over all of 
Cugat’s business affairs on a guaran- 
poet flat annual stipend, with Music 

Corp., per now, continuing the stage 
“bookings, etc. 


Sonny Werblin (MCA) and Cugat 


has been huddling wit! 


Cugat, whom hopes 


seven-year 


at the} 


ies C. Petrillo | 


| 
| 
| 


It was one of the stunts} 


husband 


trade that the | 


Nix on ‘Carmen Jones’ Gratis | 


Film Stint Brings Situation | 
lof Falstaff Openshaw 


to Head—Morale Forces 
Glad to Pitch In But Feel 
Many Are 
vantage of Them 


CITE NEED FOR LIMIT 


Show business groups have rallied 
| together increasingly of late to fight 
what they believe is a tendency for 
many to take advantage of them in| 
seeking out their war aid under the 
guise of patriotism. 

Pointing to their record of war 
service—whether it be entertain- 
ment for soldiers, the Red Cross, the 
various stage door canteens and 
servicemen  hospitals—these show 

(Continued on page 59) 


Niteries Will Cancel 


Falstaff’s Double Payoff 


Taking 


| Marx Loeb 


Alan Reed of the Fred Allen pro- 
gram has his radio characterization 
to thank for 
obtaining a sponsored show of his 
own. Falstaff Beer, product of a 
midwest brewery, has signed him 
for a three times weekly 15-minute 
series starting April 3. Show 
include Dan Seymour, announcer 
and foil, and the Johnny Gart orch. 
and Nick Keesely 
| CBS rounded up the layout, but be- 


of | 


| 


will | 


| cause of unavailability of a suitable | 


; hour on CBS, program will be aired | 
over the Blue’s midwest segments | 
from 10-10:15 2. (CWT). 


Fear Kickback 
St. Patrick Airers 


Fearing sensitivity repercussions 
on the heels of the fFire-Uniied 
| Nations situation over the weekend, 
|} some of the ad agency and network 
| execs handling production reins 
| have been doing some hasty hud- 
| dling regarding the lineup of guest 

talent for programs commemorating 
St. Patrick's Day (March 17). 

Fears that some of the guesters, 

who as in past years have been 


Dinner Dance Music; 
0/ 

See 307, Tax Escape 

Alrendy the bonifaces have de- | 
vised some means to lighten the 
burden of the 30° carbaret tax, 
| which becomes national on April 1. | 
| Having figured out that a $4 
dinner in a_ hotel, for insiance, 
where there is dansapation, will cost 


the customer 


$5.20, 


not counting city 


laxes which obtain in various com- | 
nunities. many a hotel will eschew 
| dinner dance music, and thus side- 
step the 30° tap. Comes 10 o'clock, 


(Continued on page 36) 


lined up for appearances on some of 
the top programs, might attempt to 
hew closer to the political lines or 
do a sudden ad lib switch on a com- 


edy script to let go with some politi- 
cal overtones, has some ot the execs 
frankly disturbed. Just what the 
listener reaction will be to an over- 
emphasis on the St. Patrick’s theme 
in view of the war developments is 
| also one of tl! ala fa 


Radio Ready to Trade Blow for Blow 


had a powwow with Sidney (Tues- | 


diy) before the Metro exec 
turned to Hollywood, accom- 
panied by George Sidney, his direc- 


tor-son, under Metro contract, and 
Lillian Burns, latter's wife and her- 
Self a dramatic coach at the 
Culver City lot 


re- | 


With Films In Most Serious hift to Date 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


With increasing evidence that the | 
Hollywood-radio romance has ended 
following the film moguls’ adoption 
of a five-way protocol, 
nation of studio plugs on air 
is seemin the offing. 

In is erally 


what gen 


virtual elimi- | 
SilOWS 


accepted as | 


the most critical rift to date between | 
| pictures and radio, agency toppers | 
lin N. Y. take the view that Holly- | 
i wood stands to lose, not radio; that | 
the studios want to continue to 
high-hat the radio business, the | 
lagencies stand ready to retaliate | 
' punch for punch and come out on} 
top. 

Widening brea i expected 
henceforth to put the fl plugs Via 

lio 4 v “cash on tne line’ 


evidenced 
up by 


ady by 


the Dona- 


a trend alre 
| the special unit 


basi 


sel 


| hue & Coe agency for such clients as | 


feel, should be followed right down 
the line in view of ‘the new solid. 
front established by Hollywood on 
guestar curbs, setting top « nini 
mums on picture rights, blacklistin 
of programs, etc 

As by on? a ha 


Metro, Republic, Goldwyn, etc. 
Some- agency execs make no 
bones about their ‘feelings in re- 
gards to the Dick Haymes incident, 
singer having been dropped from 
the Bourjois “Here’s to Romance” 
air show because of his multiplicity 
of plugs for 20th-Fox, to which he’s | 
contracted. They credit Paul Doug- 
|Jas, Bourjois prexy, with setting a 
‘healthy” precedent which, they 


experience with st 
talent for 


| long udios in 
| negotiating pix 
“Whatever the reason for the studio 
| Clampaown, and it seems reasonable 
| to suppose that Hollywood is plenty 
seared over the advent of television 
the fact remains that radio won: 
take it lying down. We've been 
| highhatted too long by the 
which refuses to recognize 
th- 4 


air 


1OWs: 


business, 
the fact 
the chief beneficiaries of the 
picture tieup. That goes for 
of talent stemming 
| radio, which Hollywood tries 


radio- 
devel)- 

irom 
to for- 


| Opment 


Radio 


we ll wit he ou 


hold 


t guest 
guest 


its ov 


vn 


Now 


sonality. can 
stars. 
putting to th 


hs +h . 


us 


nrove cn 


test. 


Loan and March of Dimes cam- 
paigns, the motion picture industry 
is now geared up for a third national 
drive, this time to raise $10,000,000 
for the Red Cross campaign through 
collections in theatres from Match 
23 to 29. With each succeeding cam- 
paign on behalf of the Treasury, Red 
Cross and Dimes, film industry lead= 
ers, raising the money sights higher, 
report that with proper organization 
within the trade, bond sales and cor- 


tributions are meeting increasing 
response among the  theatregvers, 
“There is no worthy charity to 


which the theatregoers have fafled ta 
respond adequately,” stated E. L. Al- 
person recently, “if the need has 
been clearly and effectively pre- 
sented to them.” 

Goal for Red Cross collections for 
1944 is nearly three times as great as 
during the 1943 drive when the ob- 
jective was around $3,500.000. Show- 
men feel that the quota for 1944 caa 
be met, pointing out that w the 

(Continued on page 4) 


Negroes’ W var Efforts 
Get H’wood Brushoff; 


Writers Complaining 


nen 


Contending that the contributions 
of the Negroes in the war effort are 
getting the Hollywood brushoff, the 
Writers’ War Board is preparing a 
public statement calling upon the 
film industry to switch its poliey. 
Claimed by the Board, comprised of 
some of the top authors. radios 

ripters, playwrights, etc., that the 
present passive attitude on the part 

(Continued on page 32) 


TAXES STYMIE FILM 
BUYS OF BEST PLAYS 


Most important ay ( 

Vay uch ; of the 

Oklahom: Carme Jone 

W Fat} er et ‘ 

abl ior p according to - 
se s of opinion among film pro- 
| duction toppers, because of the cur- 
rently high taxes. Film execs say 
that the fantastic prices of $500,- 
000° and upwards for the screen 
rights to plays are not serious de- 
mands but obviously out of bounds 


picture | 


studios have been | 


| the 


so as to discourage offers since legit 
owners are not ready to sell. 


Major company reps say that a 
price of $750,000 could even be re- 
alized for some plays, but that such 
a sale would prove disastrous to the 


owners of the piece. 


sellers, after taxes, might fini. 


they had disposed of screen rights 


get as soon as it pacts a radio per- | 


payroll) ai 


Without receiving any compensation 
at all. 

In case of “Turtle,” producer 
fred de Liagre, Jr., author John 
Druten ‘also on the Metro scrist 
d Margaret Sullavan ¢ 


Al. 


In some Casep, 


if 
i 


| 
| 
| 
| 


2 MISCELLANY 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 15, 1944 


Raibourn Sees Post-War Television 
Cueing Major Show Biz Changes 


By ROY CHARTIER 
No one knows at tne present time 
how fast television will come or in 
exactly what shape, but within 20 
years it will importantly modify the 


entire amusement industry, notably | 


pictures, in 
Raibourn, treasurer of DuMont Tcle- 
vision, who is taking a very active 
and interested part in the develop- 
ment of the coming entertainment 
medium. Raibourn, who originally 
studied engineering. then went into 
banking and joined Paramount 
nearly a decade ago, is executive 
economist-analyist for Par directly 
under Barney Balaban, president. 


Under Par’s stock ownership in 


DuMont. including all of the “B” 
shares, the pitture company elects 
the secretary ‘and treasurer, Rai- 
bourn having been selected for the 
latter post, while Bernard Goodwin, 
attorney and assistant to Russell 
Holman. eastern production head for 
Par, is secretary. 

Devoting much of his time to tele- 
vision and highly optimistic over its 
possibilities after the war is won, 
Raibourn points out that up to now 
television has been in the hands of 
the engineers but that it’s getting to 
be time show business steps more 
importantly into the picture to pre- 
pare for its coming as a great and 
new form of diversion for the 
masses. He adds, however, that so 
far there is considerable speculation 
on things to come in the tele field 
that no one knows much about and 
that: theorizing will do no good; it 
will be only by trying on television 
when the times comes that the exact 
answer will be found. It will be up 
to show business, he proceeds, to 
play an important and vital part in 
this trying, seeking the best possible 
resulis from the new tele medium. 

Features a Question Mark 

The question of shows from the 
various points where stations will 
be set up is still another question no 
one can answer, in the opinion of 
Raibourn; likewise the part that pic- 
tures will play in the composition of 
programs. While he believes news- 
reels and news events, especially 
sports, will lend themselves quickly 
to televising (there being no clear- 
ance on newsreels, he notes), it is 
problematical just what role features 
may play. 

Reminding that feature pictures 


run into a lot of money, a large nun.- | 
ber now costing $1,000,000 and over, 


Raibourn inclines to the opinion that 
it would not be practical from a pic- 


ture company’s point of view to tele- | 


vise films involving such high nega- 
tive costs until they get old. On the 


other hand, the Par-DuMont execu- | 


tive estimates that the combination 
of sight-and-sound such as em- 


braced in television is worth any- | 
where from two to 1@ times as much | 


in advertising value as any other 
form now in use, including radio. 
This, of course, may ultimately bear 
some influence in connection with 
intelligent televising of picture prod- 
uct. 

The war and engineering develop- 
ments have vastly improved the 
component parts that go into tele- 
vising apparatus, with result that re- 
ceiving sets should be made available 
to the public at a figure which the 


average home can stand, Raibourn | 


believes. Price will come Gown also 
as a result of competition, he pre- 
dicts. At $150 to $200 per set re- 
tail, Raibourn thinks that sets will 
sell readily, and that the various 
companies will be able to produce all 
the receivers anyone can sell within 
six months after the end of the war. 
They may also be smaller than those 
manufactured prior to Pearl Harbor. 
“We must learn how to put them out 


so that the public can run them} 


without the need of special engincer- 
ing or other service,” Raibourn 
stresses in this connection. 


Du Mont at present operates three | 


stations, televising programs three 
nights weekly in N. Y., four nights 
through the Balaban & Katz-con- 
trolled transmitter in Chicago and 
twice nightly in Los Angeles. Since 
Washington is very important from 
a political angle, DuMont envisions 
the likelihood of three transmiiters 
there. Other cities next in impor- 
tance are Philadelphia, Boston, Pitts- 
burgh and Detroit. 


DuMont has been carrying on an 


institutional wartime advertising 
campaign in selected papers and 
magazines and plans continuing this 
until the war's end. Initial year’s 
cost will run around $109.000 | hi 
institutionalizing. 


the opinion of Paul | 


| dramatization of 


+ 


Bonita’s Switch 
| Hollywood, March 14. 


Bonita Granville’s tour of en- 

tertainment for hospitalized sol- 

| gdiers went into reverse at Mc- 

Killey, Tex. where she was 

stricken with mumps and be- 

| came a patient instead of a visi- 
tor. 

So the 300 boys turned around 
and organized a vaude show to 
entertain an audience of one 
gal—Bonita. 


SHOW BIZ CONTINGENT 


Washington, March 14. 

| Another show biz delegation was 
| here last Thursday (9) plugging for 
ithe Green-Lucas soldier vote bill 
| and opposing the weak compromise 
worked out by the House and Senate 
conferees. 

Among those who buttonholed leg- 
islaters on Capitol Hill were Ruth 
Hammond, of Actors Equity; Peggy 
Clark, United Scenic Designers; 
| Alice Hughes. women’s cditor of 


|radio station WMCA here; William 


| Sweets, producer of radio shows; 
iFelix Knight, of AFRA; Minerva 

Pious, radio comedian, and Canada 
| Lee, of the stage and screen. 


Garry Moore Cancels Roxy 
For Selznick Picture 


Garry Moore has canceled his p.a. 
at the Roxy. N. Y., where he was 
| set to open March 29 for two weeks 
|at $3500 per with options for twe 
| additional weeks. Moore was to 
‘have shared billing with Harry Rich- 
man and the De Marcos in his initial 
stage show appearance. 
| Comic. Jimmy Durante’s vis-a-vis 
on the Camel radio show, gave as 
| his reason for not filling the Roxy 
| date the fact that he’s scheduled to 
leave for the Coast April 5, from 
which point the Camel program will 
|emanate for a time. Moore expects 
!to do a film for David O. Selznick, 
| with whom he recently inked a 

seven-year contract, as quickly as 
possible due to his 1-A status. Roxy 
contracts had been drawn up but 
not signed. 


‘Hwood Stand-Ins Give 
Out Their Own ‘Elmers’ 


Hollywood, March 14. 

Film stand-ins handed out their 
own Academy Awards last night, 
minus pomp and glitter of bigger 
presentations. Associated Stand-in:; 
of Hollywood gave “Elmers” to Sally 
Wood, stand-in for Susanna Foster in 
“This Is the Life,” and to Jack Par- 
| ker, focus object for Randolph Scott 
in “Gung Ho,” who won top prizes. 


The association said activities in the | 
war cffort wee taken into consider- | 


ation in making the awards. 


“Elmer” winners of previous years 


were stand-ins for Marlene Dietrich, 
Hugh Herbert and Deanna Durbin. 


‘Lakme,’ ‘Butterfly’ 
Banned By Gestapo 


Washington, March 14. 
| Gestapo has banned the operas 
|*Lakme” and “Madame Butterfly” in 
France. 
“Lakme” was 


| cheered and applauded in the scene 
;where a British officer appeared. 
“Madame Butterfly” has an Ameri- 
}can nival offiecr for its hero. 


Van Druten’s New Play 


John van Druten has left for his 
_Coast ranch to sta‘t working on the 
“Mother's 


| Account,” which Oscar Hammer- 


stein, 2d, and Richard Rodgers will | 


produce. 

RKO has some coin in the legit 
production which is not due until 
next season. 


Mary Astor Sought 
For Rose Franken Play 


Mary Astor is being dickered by 
Rose Franken for a stage comeback 
| in “Soldier's Wife,” new play being 
, authored by her. 


les 
ij 


recently sung in! 
| Marseilles and the French audience | 


Bank | 


WEEK ! 
KEN MURRAY'S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1944” 
Et Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


“Ken Murray is a past master in 


PLUGGING SOLDIER VOTE the art of buffoonery.” 


CAROLE LANDIS. 


Boffs Hal Sherman For 
Gagging About Her Saloon 
On Buffalo Vaude Stage 


Buflalo, March 14. 

Topical allusions and locai wise- 
cracks from stage performers in 
Buffalo are definitely out from now 
/on as a result of a fistic pummeling 
which Hal Sherman, comedian, took 
during his performance on the stagc 
of Shea's Buffalo Theatre, ‘hurs- 
day night (9). The giver-outer was 
Mrs. Agnes Brogan, proprietress of 
Brogan’s Grill and Hotel, who be- 
jeame fighting mad at Sherman's “de- 
| rogatory” gags anent her establish- 
ment. 


| Mrs, Brogan was in the theatre | 


|‘lnursday evening ‘the last one of 
ithe engagement) when she found 
Sherman gagging up her tavern. 
| She mounted the steps to the stage, 
| tossed a series of hooks at the come- 
| dian and drove him into the wings. 
| Previously, Serman is said to have 
| promised not to use her place es the 
| butt of his jokes, which, she said, he 
| promised to do. 

| Sherman explained, privately, that 
the name of Brogan’s Grill *-¢ been 
| given him as a local butt by a back- 
stage employee. 


‘Barnaby’ Cartoon May 


| Be Play for Jammy Savo 


| Barney Josephson, boniface of 
Cefe Society Uptown and Down- 
‘town, N. Y.. is. currently negotiating 
with Crockett Johnson, for a legit 
production based on the laiter’s 
“Barnaby” comic strip character ap- 
pearing in the N. Y. tab, PM. 

| Josephson’s idea is to star Jimmy 
Savo in the play, the panto come- 
dian being the inspiration for the 
originecl Barnaby creation. Savo is 
currently appearing in Uptown Cafe 
Society. 


Capt. Glenn Miller 
In Post-War Fox Pact 


virtually set and agreement is to be 


be a flat seven-year deal. 
Capt. Milier is head of music fer 


the Army Air Forces, siationed at | 


| Yale University. He broadcasts each 
week from N. Y. on NBC with a 
large band composed mostly of mu- 


sicians who were outstanding as ci- | 


villian musicians. 


Ella Logan to Coast 


Ella Logan, 
| weeks of overseas USO-Camp 
' Shows bookings, fiew to the Coast 
with her husband, Fred F. Finkle- 
hofie, Jr.. for a rest. She got in 
Monday (13) and even had to forego 
| her interviews via USO. 

She also cancelled a booking on 
the Phileo “Hall of Fame” next 
Sunday (19), previously made. 


Mrs. Will Rogers OK 


Washington, March 14. 
Mrs. Wil! Rogers, widow of the 
late humorist and mother of Con- 
sressman Wilt Rogers, Jr., of Bev- 
erly Hills, is a patient in Doctors 
Hospital here, convalescing from 
| preumonia. She has been hospital- 
ized for about 10 days. 
| Rep. Rogers said her attack had 
: he Is welt on the 


Twenticth-Fox is negotiating with | 
{Capt. Glenn Miller on a_ post-war | 
contract for film work. Details are | 


signed later this week. It is said te | 


exhausted from 14 | 


ou" pledged vour allegiance to 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK : 


+ 
+ By Frank Scully Hoooeeroooroooes 


Our first distinguished visitor has already sanctified Scrapbook Sanctum 
he being none other than Father Flanagan ef Boys Town, or the Rt Rev. 
Msgr. Edward J. Flanagan, as the precision boys on the copyvdesk view 
these things. pee 

We're reading the March issue of “Captain Marvel,” modestly billeé as 
possessing the largest circulation of any comic magazine, whe rather 
walks into the oftlice. 

To be reading a thriller-diller about Boys Town and have Father F] 
gan walk in your office door is something that could happen only 
guy whoweads “Captain Marvel” in his office. For here was that happy 
merger of fact and fantasy. The only man alive to have two pictures 
made about his life work, he is a greater personality than any picture 
ever made of him. 


ana- 


His is “The Human Comedy” on a perpetual personal appearance. He 
not only does not believe there is any such thing as a bad boy. he does not 
think there is even such a thing as a lousy louse. You never saw such a 
setup in a world rigged in favor of the guys who do not favor giving 
| suckers an even break. But does he get taken more then those who play 
‘them close to their vests? He doesn't get taken once in a thousand tries. 


But you can't say Hollywood has not affected him. Under his arm he 
carried a set of blueprints for a high-school unit of Boys Town which he 
‘figured would set him back $3,000,000. Hollywood understands fieures like 
| that. It’s about what top picture Academy award winners cost. The simi- 
larity ends there, however. For this new Flanagan plan is for an addi- 
tional 500 unwanted boys coming up to replace those 500 Bovs Town 
alumni now in the armed services of Uncle Sam all over the world. 


5,000 Youngsters 


Out of 5,000 kids he has rehabilitated in more than 25 years not one has 
gone back to where he came from, and he has rescued ‘murderers, bank- 
robbers ‘he has the youngest one in the world in Boys Town Right now) 
= sneak thieves, as well as just plain homeless, unloved and unwanted 

ids, 

Ever visit Boys Town? Well, don't consider yourself grown up until 

you have. Born and raised on the wrong side of the tracks, they're never 
licked after they've been to Boys Town. Why, once they didn't lose a 
football game in six vears! 
Many of those earlier valiants have already died that a Hollywood might 
live, and it might be a nice thing for Hollywood to try to repay in the 
only coin they have—another picture. After all “Boys Town” grossed 
$8,000,000 for Metro and “Hero of Boys Tewn,” which might and could be 
“The Human Comedy” of the prairie, couldn’t do much worse. 

If this were “Vaviciy” of the old days we'd say the picture was already 
under way. Didn't Father Flanagan and Norman Taurog meet in Romeo's 
Chianti Restaurant on Tuesday (7) and buzz each other like a couple of 
French generals meeting in Paris under a freed France? We took Father 
to dinner there and Taurog, knowing a good mouthful when he sniells it 
came in by accident, too. Taurog directed Boys Town. But he didn't meet 
Father Flanagan by design at Romeo's because he didn't know the twen- 
tieth century saint was in town. 


Ever g0 anywhere with Father Flanagan? Ever sce eves light up 
special tables prenared, headwaiters hovering around? Well, it's a look 
and a service anybody in Hollywood would give a right cve to,receive 
_ the look that can only come to the innocent abroad whom nobody will 
ake. 


Ever try to beat Father Flanagan to the check? Ever try to beat “Mister 
Broadway to one? Boy, there would have been an Olympic championship 
—Sime and the Padre. 


Romeo's and Da Beutican's 


And this Romeo Ex t for Da Boutteau's tt 1 of ice 
| there isn't ; ' to ii in frenzied | 

Da ? he so e f Nice athe 
had a sign Nicois, “Da Boutte: aeesn t give a damn ‘ 
Sunda) May be e went across to the Cathedral, but most of the day 


he ent im the ! ch ol Nice growing grapes for his special wine. 
You couidn't get it unless you were a hep guy. The wine sans etiquette, 
you had to ask for. That meant the wine without the label. Everything 
was cooked right before your eyes. You literally ate in the kitchen, 
You walked around lifting this cover and that, and making your choices 
as you went along. He had a couple of specials. One was Corsican lamb. 
You got a whole leg. It wasn’t much bigger than a turkey’s. He used to 
charge 12c for that one. 


Our own special was Da’s poulpe a la nicois. We introduced everybody 
,from Jimmy Walker to Borrah Minevitch to that one. Everybody wanted 
to know what it was. 


“Well, a kind of a lobster.” we say. Days later when they got over 
| faving about it, and truth crushed to earth began to rise again, we'd ex- 
plain that it was really octopus. 


Da did his own entertaining between courses. He played a musical 

chair. He could run his fingers over the seat ef a chair as well as Carl 
Brisson used to play a saw, and come out with about 2s much music. The 
atmosphere was so thick that you could cut it with a knife. Many people 
did. But the stuff could not stand the hazards of transportation. It just 
| blew away before they could carry it beyond Gibraltar. 
Well, Romeo's eatery is something like that. No more than Da Bout- 
| teau, Romeo has no press agent. Neither of these risotto milanese bovs 
| would know what a p.ess agent was. But they love a good Nice and 
| if Da is still alive and survives the Nazi heel, he can split this one with 
| a kindred convivial soul in Hollywood named Romeo. 


Fresno’s Singing Priest 

From there we repaired to see Bing Crosby in “Going My Way?”, a 
| piece about a song-writing priest. There must be many of these but our 
| favorite was one from Fresno. up in Saroyan’s country. His name was 
| Father Birmingham and we found him working around a Chinese church. 
| It was odd to see a Catholic church in such bright colors and it turned out 
| he was the decorator. 
| We were looking for information on the late Father Crowley, the desert 
priest, who healed a 20-year bomb-throwing feud between the city of 
| Los Angeles and the ranchers of Owens Valley where Jap internees are 
now living the life of Tojo O'Reilly. 

Father Birmingham knew him, but he knew a priest who knew him 
better. So he dropped his chores and guided us to the other padre’s 
| church. The place was jammed with Italians at a Mexican wedding mass, 
and they didn’t even have an organist. So Father Birmingham hopped to 
| the organ and vamped till ready. Indeed, he was such a natura] showman 
that we asked him had he ever been in show business. He confessed with 
| a shy smile that he once had had a one-man band. His mother didn't mind, 
| but she told him she wished he wouldn't take that up as a life profession. 

He switched to the priesthood, instead, and found it wasn’t much of a 
switch because Chinese and Mexican kids just love to put on shows Znd 


_ Father Birmingham just loves to write the songs, the buoks and the 
| librettos, 


} 


So if Paramount is going that way, it’s a better way than lousing up the 
, air with screams of Fascist. Communist, Right, Left, and Even Center. 
Or did you read all that last week on page 3 under the billing of “Name 
Your Man”? If you didn't, this is a swell place to catch up with your 
, back reading, for you'll never be right with the honest heart of show 


| bhircinece rintil en) 
magna carta. 


ve read it over again. 
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WB-Youmans Biog 
FacesSnag ViaM-G 


deal for the Vincent 
film biog, akin to its just 
completed “Rhapsody in Blue”) 
(George Gershwin), “Night and) 
Day” «the Cole Porter biog), Metro's 
Jeyome Kern story, et al., poses a 
problem with a competitive com- 
pany. Metro. This is because of the 
fact M-G controls Miller Music 
Corp. (part of the Big Three Corp.., | 
the. others being Feist and Jack 
Robbins’ firm), and Miller in turn) 
owns many of Youmans’ songs. | 

Metro (Miller) has made no deal | 
for the *Great Day” score, “Time on 
Mv Hands” and kindred Youmans ; 
clicks. although “Sometimes I’m 
Happy” ‘which is WB's proposed | 
tilm title), along with “Tea for Two,” | 


Warners’ 
Youmans 


etc.. are outside of Metro-Miller' 
control. 
Warners assigned the Youmans 


biog to Arthur Schwartz for produc- 
tion, latter incidentally being an 
ASCAPer himself of no small stand- 
ing. Ann Sheridan and Dennis | 
Morgan are the proposed co-stars. 


Mike Tedd Coordinates 
Staff Pending Induction; 
Ist Top Mgr. in Service 


Accepted by the Navy last week. | 
Michael Todd's boot training isn't. 
expected to be set until next week. | 
Todd planed in from Chicago on 
Monday and started to coordinate his | 
managerial staff, which will be in) 
charge while he is in the service. He | 
will be the first major producer to | 
join the colors, most of the others | 
being over the age limit. | 

While the manager was surprised | 
that he got the service call a 
| 


abruptly, he expressed satisfaction 
that going into uniform would clip | 
any criticism that may have been } 
aimed at him otherwise. Todd said 
it was possible that he would put on 
one or two shows before starting | 
basie training and was optimistic 
over his managerial future after 
hostilities end. 

If there is time before going to 
camp, Todd will present Mae West in 
“Catherine Was Great,” but may 
lrop “Cabbages and Kings,” which | 
Metro would take if it doesn't reach 
he stage. A Victor Herbert operetta, 
litherto unproduced, is off indeti- 
1it&ly, 


HOLLYWOOD STARS 
MAY GO FULL NET 


“Hollywood Stars.” sponsored by 

KO and currently on the West 
Coast segment of the Blue, is being 
considered for full-web sponsorship 
by the film company, because of 
response to program which teed off 
last month. Time slot being con- 
Sidered is 3:15-3:30 p.m. (EWT). 

Stanza comprises interviews with 
RKO stars in the studio reno: ssary 
at the noon-hour, handled by 
Keating and Garry ~ 
an orch. 


ith 


Airers as Pix Buildup 


Dean 


Jagger, Hollywood actor, 
may be starred in half-hour once- 
weekly radio series with a _hoss 
opera theme as a means of building 
up the star who has been signed for 


lead in new series of RKO pictures 
based on eight Zane Grey westerns 
bought last week by the 

Several sponsors are reported as 


interested. 


studio. 


L. B. Mayer-Metro’s 20th 


Anniversary in June 


Chicago, March 14. 

Metro plans to celebrate the 20th 
anniversary of the merging of the 
L. B. Mayer and Metro interests the 
latter part of June. 

Plans are to get a Metro film. 
short subject or feature, on every 
screen in the U. S. week of the, 
celebration. 


GRACIE’S CONCERTS | 
Gracie Fields will give a series of 
Crées-country concerts after finishing | 
her stint at the Copley-Plaza, Bos- | 
ton, early in April. 
She'll appear twice-a-week on her | 
Way to the Coast and expects to} 
reach there by May 15. . 


from the Barnes hospital Thursday | 


Time to Name Names 


Last week, March 4th to be exact, the Mo- 
tion Picture Alliance (for the Preservation 
of American Ideals) went all the way from 
Hollywood to Washington. That's a long 
skip and a jump to plant a missive with 
Senator Robert R. Reynolds (D), of North 
Carolina, concerning the picture business 
and Hollywood. 


The Senator accepted the message, went 
through the usual routine on the Senate 
floor and slipped it to the clerk for inclusion 
in the Congressional Record, that drowning 
pond of rampant American emotion. And 
there’you will find it as of Marcly 7th, page 
A-1220, under the Senator’s title of “Our 
Own First.” It’s not anything of which 
either the Alliance or the Senator need be 
proud. 


The Alliance was apparently after pub- 
licity which fizzled, the Senator merely 
tossing it into the hopper without trying 
to read it to the Senate or even. crying 
“Timber.” And paper so short, too. The 
dailies also passed it by. But “Variety” is 
going to give it what we think is needed 
publicity within the trade. 


This Alliance letter, which butters-up 
Senator Reynolds beyond ration value, starts 
out by typifying him as “The Nostradamus 
of the twentieth century.” Don’t bother 
to look it up. We did. “Nos” was an 
old French astrologer who could look at the 
stars and predict a layoff. In other words, 
trouble. 

So if the Alliance has trouble on its mind 
of one kind or another, let’s really go to 
work and dig some up. Or, if the Alliance 
is on the level about presenting its case, let’s 
find that out, too. But there’s no need to go 
all the way to Pennsylvania Avenue on the 


subject. The Alliance doesn’t have to go 
any further than Hollywood and Vine 
where the “Variety” Coast office is located. 


This invitation is extended due to two 
paragraphs in the Alliance’s letter to 
Senator Reynolds. One reads: 


“Because of the flagrant manner in which 
the motion picture industrialists of Holly- 
wood have been coddling Communists and 
co-operating twith so-called intellectual su- 
periors they have helped to import from 
Europe and Asia, there has been organized 
in Hollywood the M.P.A.—the Motion Pic- 
ture Alliance—for the preservation of Amer- 
ican ideals.” 


Nuts! Name the Communists. Name 
the so-called intellectual superiors. What 
nakes them “so-called intellectuals” and 
who are the motion picture industrialists to 


Ww hom they are superior? 


The second paragraph declares, “The very 
fact that such outstanding representatives 
of the decent. patriotic American element of 
the motion picture industry felt it compul- 
sory to organize to combat the ‘totalitarian- 
minded groups’ working in the industry for 
‘the dissemination of un-American ideas 
and beliefs’ is proof that such groups have 
and do exist in the industry. Otherwise, 
men of Rupert Hughes’ and Fred Niblo’s 
and Walt Disney’s intelligence would not 
feel it or find it necessary to organize the 
decent, patriotic element of the industry to 
combat them for the welfare and safety of 
the American people.” 


Not for a minute does “Variety” accept 
the claim that the very formation of the 
Alliance alone is sufficient proof that sub- 
versive groups exist within and are harming 
the picture business. Hughes, Niblo and 


Disney. Men of standing and reputation? 
Yes. But by themselves these men’s names 


are not enough to substantiate accusations 
such as these. i 

Let the Alliance name these “totalitarian- 
minded groups” it states are working to the 
detriment of the picture business in Holly- 
wood. Tomorrow, the next day, or next 
week the Alliance can have without charge 
as many “Variety” pages as is needed to 
name these individuals and groups it main- 
tains are un-American and subversive. And 
every individual and group that the Al- 
liance names will be offered an equal oppor- 


tunity to answer whatever charges are 
made. 
“Variety” has two purposes in view. 


Either to help drive into the open the unde- 
sirable element within the picture industry 
which it is claimed is there, or to put an 
end to this ambiguous Hollywood name call- 
ing. Nor does “Variety” mind reiterating 
its opinion that the whole thing has a pro- 
and anti-Roosevelt foundation. 


A few weeks ago the Alliance walked into 
“Daily Variety’s” office, paid for a page ad, 
and the next morning saw not only its ad 
but an editorial wishing it well. That is 
our regret, a boot on a matter of policy. 
The Afliance can get its money back on that 
one whenever it wishes. “Variety” (weekly) 
must also take the rap for that muff along 
with the “Daily.” 


The Alliance, however, has now seen fit 
to carry an industry matter outside the 
trade. It has gone as far as Washington. 


Never mind going outside. Come down 


to Hollywood and Vine. 


Lay it on the line, or get off and stay off 
the line. 


Sid. 


Sinatra's 


’ MIRANDA OUT OF HOSP |See What Bowes Started! HARRY GOURFAIN NOW 


FOLLOWING ST. L00 OP»: 


St. Louis, March 14. 
Carmen Miranda was discharged | 
Major Bowes. 
(9) after spending a fortnight here | peared 

ares 
care of a local plastic sur- | 
geon who attended the actress in 
connection with a nasal obstruction. | 
As the surgical work was prin- | 


under the 


Brands, Sin 


Wednesday 
Vimms air show, 

| gram moves east from the Coast 

| on March 29 is expected 


The last time 
together, 
days’ when the Bowes 
was sponsored 
atra was the 
“guest’—his first 


night CBS 
when the pro- 


Harry Gourfain, stageshow pro- 
to be 'qucer at the Capitol, Loew's New 
| York flagship, has tendered his 


the two ap- 
back in the 
amateur 
by Standard 


resignation and will 


sociate 


| Bennett 


producer with 
Productions, Inc. 


cipally of an internal nature it will the ait 
not be discernible in her flicker 
ork according to Ben B. Reingold 


local manager for 20th Century-Fox 


her way to visit her eras home. 


Miss Lawrence, 


Gert Lawrence, Durante 


entertain on the figh 


who 


| Gourfain, who started with the 
ee | Capitol shortly after that house 
went on its present stageband policy, 

— previously was with the Strahd, 

Roxy and Paramount theatre 


exchange. 

The local operation, Reingold said, 0 T of WHN, is slated to succeed him. 
wus performed because Miss Miran- | Due to Go verseas 0 rR 
da‘s condition did not respond to] Two Firsts for La Bennett 
treatment by Hollywood medico Entertain Servicemen Hollywood, March 14 
Miranda Gertrude Lawrence and Jimmy Constance Bennett's first venture 
and from St. Louis by her sist ee] as a producer-star will be a mystery 
Last July 7 Miss Miranda submitted | Durante, who have made many ap- yarn in color, “Blonde Ice,” her first 
to an abdominal operation at the pearances in camps and war-service | appearance in a tinter. 
same hospice when she became ill on shows in the U. S.. are slated to. Story. dealing with crime in Santa 


ting fronts. written by 


for PES at PRC. 


| Barbara, was 


winds up her | Mooney, 


Make Sure of All 
Pix Credits—SAG 


Holivwood, March 14. 
New signing film cone 


tracts for the first time. are being 


players, 


urged by the Screen Actors Guild to 


A H’WOOD PRODUCER 


leave for the 
|Coast around May 1 to become as- 
Constance 


Allan Zee, currently night manager 


Martin 


|i ances were loanout jobs, 


Powell’s Par Pact Purged 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Dick ‘Powell rejoined the free- 
lance ranks with the settlement of 
his Paramount contract by mutual 
consent. 
Actor had been under pact for 18 
months but his last two appear- 


Metro and “It Hap- | 
for Arnold Press- 


People” for 
pened Tomorrow” 
burger 


“Meet the | 


radio program for Revlon soon, 
apparently abandoned offers for a 
legit show. Her husband, Lt. Cdr. 
| Richard Aldrich, is overseas at an 
'advanced amphibious base. 
Durante’s radio show is due to sus- 
| pend in May for 


the summer. He | 
{may be called to the Coast this sum- | 


|mer for filming of “Ziegfeld Follies,” | 


next picture for 

“Two Girls and a Sailor,” is soon due 
| for release. He will open at the 
Capitol. N. ¥.. next Thursday (23) 


| Schnozzle’s first film for that studio, | 


has 


Shirley Booth’s Sinus 


Shirley Booth, 


hospital 


(9) following 


rushed to a N. Y. 
Thursday 


sinus attack, will be out of the cast 


her | |} 


lof “Tomorrow the World” for at 
least 10 days. Mary Venrimo, 
Metro. understudy, is sudbing. 


She was also ferced to cancel off 


the Philco-“Variety” 
last Sunday 
tituted. 


| sub 


(12), 


Audrey 


radio program | 


Christie | 


demand screen credits in all their 
pictures. Warning follows the re- 
| cent Federal Court decision which 
| declared Robert Cummings a free 


| agent and awarded him $10.700 in 
| salary arrears. Guild reports 
eral cases in which players 
they were signing for screen credit 
roles and wound up in bit parts and 
even as extras. 

Agents as well as players have 
been cautioned to see that contracts 
call for screen credit for experi- 
enced performers, particularly those 
coming into pictures from the stage 
and other amusement fields. 


Garfield As ‘Sime’ In 
‘Mr. ‘B’way’ Stymied 
By Uncle Sam’s Call 


March 14. 
Drive to get Hollywood's 
100% 
more big names last 


seve 


thought 


Hollywood, 
eligible 


males into the war netted 


weekend than 
in the previous eight months. Re- 
shuffle upped scores from the lower 
draft categories to 1-A. 

Old order was to place a star with 
a reasonable amount of drag in 4-F, 
letting him work up to 1-A by grad- 
ual degrees. New order is to tag 
him 1-A and let him try to slide 
down to 4-F. By then. chances are 
he will be a battle-scarred veteran. 

Draft boards have been taking so 
much pressure from studios on one 
side and from overseas veterans on 
the other, that most of them look 
like ironing boards. 

Over last weekend they even re- 


versed their field and ordered Alan 
Ladd back into playing his shots 
straight. Mickey Rooney, of course, 


had been upped to 1-A before, but 
Ladd had a medical discharge and 
seemed pat for the duration. New 
draft board policy indicates that no 
one is safe from here out. 

Biggest surprise, and likely to be 
news to him even by the time this 
issue of “Variety” hits the stands, is 
the tapping of John Gartield on the 
epaulet. Induction of Warner star, 
who is abroad playing camp shows, 
spells bad news for his studio and 
for “Variety,” as Garfield w 
cilled in to play role of 
“Mister Broadway.” 

Garfield actually could be sworn 
in overseas, and save 
ment a lot of transportation expense. 
Having played in “Air Force,” “Des- 
tination Tokyo” and a flock of run- 
of-war films, there can be no doubt 
that he has completed his 
training, 


as pen- 
Sime in 


the Governe- 


Nasic 
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OW! Domestic Budget Estimates 


MG TOPS STUDIO LIST 
IN RED CROSS DRIVE 


Holly. ood, March 14. 


. | 
(’ e Few 0 eration all es Metro led the film studios in the 
ul first nine days of the 1944 Red Cross | 


Washington, 
OWI Domestic Branch has set up 
requirements for the fiscal 
July 1, which leaves | 


budget 
year beginning . 
the motion picture and radio units in 
the same position as at present. 
George W. Healy, Jr., chief of the 
branch, is asking $2,350,000 
overall, whch is $350,000 less than 
Congress gran.ed for the current fis- 
ca] year. OWI had asked $8,000,000 | 
for its Domestie Branch for this fis- | 


only 


cal year. 

Healy's appropriation request is 
still being gone over by the Bureau | 
ot the Budget. The OWI people will | 
go before a House Appropriations 
sub-committee about the end of this 
month to explain their requests. 

Healy claims that despite the sub- 
stantial savings in radio and motion 
picture work in the past year, the | 
results have been excellent, due to 
cooperation from the media. When | 
OWI halted al] production, Holly- | 
wood and radio shouldered the in- 


gcreased work and OWI biggies are | 


more than pleased with the result. 

The picture unit will operate about 
as now during the new year. Philip 
Cohen, chief of the radio bureau, is 
making some changes and expand- 
ing some lines of work. However, 
he is making economies in other op- 
erations, so that the overall expendi- 
tures will not be increased. 


March 14. 


| Show general manage of produc- 


| signed this job by special services. 


campaign with 2,944 subscriptions. | 
Warners was second with 2,665 and 


P t Fii k Al White | Paramount third with 2,304. ‘. 
| Total of 15,110 individual sub- 

a sy aC was recorded in the first 
H | (0) c Sh checkup of the 

USO-Camp registered in the first 11 days last 


motion picture In- | 
number 
Overseas units of 

of 


Shows, Inc., will now get denenht vear. 


addition .of Patsy 


Theatres’ Growing 
Local Importance 


In All U. S. Drives 


By JOSEPH BERNHARD 

The war has revealed the motion 
picture industry in a new light, to 
the American people. The Treasury 
Department now regards us as indis- 
pensable to every War Loan drive. 
No Government agency that requires | 
the cooperation or assistance of the | 
home front sets up a campaign with- | 


production with 
Flick and A] White to CSI’s staff. 
Pair will write additional material 
and routine shows. 

According to Dave Schooler, Camp 


tion, benefits are already being de- 
rived from the new staff. Reports 
coming from overseas bases declare 
newer shows to be running more 
smoothly than previous outfits. 
Units prior to going overseas will | 
get a final going over by Pvt. Milt 
Stern, former stage manager of 
“Hellzapoppin,” who has been as- 


As a result of the gathering of | 
scrap metal and rubber, spreading | 
information about fuel, reclaiming 


Large Philly Turnout 
fats. etc., in town after town, the in- 
Hears How Red Cross dividual showman has become a 
sta member of every important commit- 
Saved This Gl S Life tee doing the local jobs. In many 
Philadelphia, March 14. cases these committees do not begin 
With all fila exchanges closed| to lay out the campaign until they 
tight for the occasion, more than 350 | have asked the local showman for 
exhibs crowded into the ballroom of | direction, suggestions and advice. At 


the Broadwood _ Hotel yesterday | last the industry is coming into its 
(Mon.) and heard an Army private, own as a civic institution in cities, 


‘Red Cross Women 
Heroines of This 
War —Don Barclay 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Don Barclay, screen actor and cari- 


caturist, returned here after a four- 
month tour of bases in the orient. 
Playing at every American outpost 
in China, Barclay saw much of the 
work being done by the Red Crass 
in out-of-the-way places. 

Social workers, he said, arrange 
transportation 
see that the boys are given shows, 
the workers also acting as air raid 
wardens. No jobs are too difficult 


for them, according to Barclay, who | 


reports that girl workers were at 
every outpost except two of the most 
remote. 

“If people knew of the work be- 
ing done,” said Barclay, 
would be no reason for the current 
Red Cross campaign. I have’ never 
seen anything like the gratitude the 


boys in the hospitals and outposts | 


have for the Red Cross girls. 
are the heroines of this war.” 


Cagney in 2 USO Units 
Since Reaching London 


London, Feb. 14. 

Anxious to get busy, James Cag- 
ney got into harness two days after 
his arrival. 

He has gone to the Southern Base, 
where he is guest star in the 
“Boomps-a-Daisy” unit, headed by 
Evans family. He stays with the 
unit three days, appearing twice 
daily, besides several appearances at} 
local hospital. From there he| 
switches to “Bubbling Over” unit. 
headed by Sid Marion, for a similar! 
number of shows. 

Meanwhile, Bill Dover, head of 
USO-Camp Shows, under. whose 
aegis Cagney is here, is lining up 
more time. Expects to stay in Eng- 
land 10 weeks. 


They 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Frances Arms. 

Mort Blumenstock. 
Lillian Burns, 
Wally Jordan. 

Abe Lastfogel. 
Therese Lewis. 
Harry Link. 

Ella Logan. 

Louis B. Mayer. 
Howard Reinheimer. 
Hubbell Robinson, Jr. 
Al Rosen. 

Sam Schneider. 


for performers and | 


“there | 


recently exchanged from a Nazi| towns and villages throughout the 


| collections, 


| seemed out of bounds. 


out including our assistance as one| S!21ng the 
of the important phases of its appeal. | — 


prison camp, tell how the Red Cross. nation. Our help has not only been 
saved his life. vital, but generous. 

The meeting was the teeoff for the | 
film industry's drive part of the Red’ has established for giving 
Cross campaign which opens here} splendid aid and comfort to the 
March 23. | home front, the National Red Cross 

Speakers besides the soldier, Pvt.) asked your War Activities Commit- 
Martin.Bergman, were Joseph Bern- | tee to play an important role in its 
hard, v.p. and g.m. of Warner Bros.! campaign to raise $200,000,000 mini- 
, and national chairman of the indus-' mum this year. 
try’s Red Cross drive; Ned Depinet, | 
RKO chief and co-chairman of the 
| campaign; Percy G. Maderia, Jr.. lo- 

cal Red Cross chairman, and other 

local officials. It was the largest 
gathering of filha men in Philly his- 
tory. 


PAR’S $140,000 TO 


Every man, woman and child sit- 
ting before the screen of a motion 
picture theatre and watching 
collection trailer of Humphrey Bo- 


mate friend somewhere jn 


Armed® Services 


Paramount, together with its vari- | They know that what they do or give 
ous theatre partnerships, has con-/} is so little compared with what is 
| tributed $140,000 to the Red Cross, | given by their soldiers, sailors and 
|Barney' Balaban, president, an- | marines. 
nounced yesterday afternoon (Tues.). | 

At the same time, Balaban re- | 
vealed that $16,000 realized in rev- 
| enue from the non-profit distribution 
iby Par of the “America Speaks” 
shorts will be split up among Red 
Cross chapters in the various ex- 
change centers. 


lowing through with collections at 
every performance —the exhibitors 
of America are not only giving help 
to their own, but enhancing the im- 
|} portance of their theatres to the 
community and to the war effort. 


| 
| 
| 


Uncle Sam’s Callboard 


Lipton in Signal Corps | demanded to be sent overseas or re- 
| David A. Lipton, on leave of ab- | ‘eased. 

| sence from Columbia as ad-publicity| 5° the Army bounced him out via 
‘director since being inducted, re- a medical discharge. He's too old to 


be drafted, but he’s wondering who 
ported to the Signal Corps of the) snitched on him and tipped off 
Army in Missouri. authorities that he had a pension 
; and a permanent disability as a 
| hangover from the last war. He’s 
| back agai} ‘ips wit j 
| Hollywood, March 14. 
Rhodes in Navy 
Albany, N. Y., March 14. 
Tommy Rhodes, who led a band 
at Joyce’s in Mechanicsville for sev- 
eral years and who played college 
dances at Dartmouth. Union, Skid- 


U. S. Makes Sammy Run 


Sammy Moskowitz, grip veteran of | 
World War I and a combat duty 
volunteer in World War II, had 
passed his basic training, including 
the 40-mile hike, and was trans- 


ferred to Miami. Horsing around! more and other spots, j 
z n Ss, 1S now 
there all too long, in his opinion, he storekeeper first pt ” in te 
Navy. He is attached to the Albany 
Office. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


ae of Rhodes’ men are in serv- 
ice. ernie Caringie, bass player, 
Larry Barnett. took part in the invasion of Attu 
Hans Bartsch. with the Navy as gunner’s mate. 
George Bradley. Joel Cohen, saxophonist, was last 
Harry Brandt. heard from in North Africa. George 
Waltet Craig. Baker is with the post band at Max- 
Ned Depinet. well Field, Ala. ao 

L. Wolfe Gilbert. —_ 
Robert Goodhue, More Managers Called 
Sidney Harmon. Cleveland, March 14. 


Louis K. Sidney, 
George Sidney. ! 
John van Druten. 


| 
| 


| 


Films’ Red 


objective of $3,000,000 for March of 
Dimes (twice as high as in the pre- 
ceding year) was first mentioned 
there was considerable doubt that it 
would be achieved yet the Dimes 
when finally computed, 
are reported likely to top $4,000.000. 

Similarly, during the Third War 
Loan drive, a quota of $500,000,000 in 
War Bond sales through the industry 
Star caval- 
cades and other showmanship meth- 
ods resulted in bond sales of more 
than three times this amount. 


the industry set out 


topped. 
11,3060 Theatres Pledged 

Under Joe Bernhard, national 
chairman of the 1944 Red Cross 
drive by the motion picture indus- 
try, more than 11,300 theatres have 
already been pledged. This repre- 
sents 100% participation from all the 
major and independent circuits, ap- 
proximately 140. Bernhard, empha- 
higher goal this year, is 


Key Cities All 
Over-Pledge In 


Support of R. C. 


Buffalo, March 14. 
More theatres in the Erie County 
exchange area are already pledged 
to participate in the WAC-Motion 


With the reputation the industry | Pictures Theatres Division 1944 Red 
such | Cross 


campaign than ever before 
took part in a single industry drive. 
Dr. Wassell Attends 
San Francisco, March 14. 
Following the 
luncheon here 


week, 


pledges from all of the 200 exhibi- | 


tors who attended have been re- 


the | ceived. 


Commander Croydon M. Wassell 


gart in “Report From the Front”| (Navy Cross), whose life Is being | 
will feel directly affected by its in-| filmed by Paramount, said that “As 
dispensable services, because all of | for the industry’s part in every war 
us have a close relative or an inti-| effort, I can testify to seeing some 
the | of its stars go directly into hospitals 
There isn’t a fam-| after their arduous rounds of en- 


RED CROSS: 166 PIC. ily in the country isolated from the | tertaining servicemen or aiding in 
’ 'emotional impact of this appeal.| war bond campaigns.” 


St. Loo Jump the Gun 
St. Louis, March 14. 
Theatres in Southern.Illinois and 


In pledging cooperation to the In-| Eastern Missouri will jump the gun | 
dustry’s Red Cross Week—and fol-|0" the rest of the country by in- 


augurating their 1944 Red Cross: col- 
lection tomorrow (15) and carrying 
on for two full weeks instead of one 
week. 

Aim is to collect $2 to $3 per seat 


per theatre. 


No Overtime 
Salt Lake City, March 14. 
Overtime pay, resulting from Red 


nated by projectionists and other 
union employees to the campaign. 
Seattle Extends 
Seattle, March 14. 


yond the deadline of March 29. 


80°. Pledge 
Charlotte, N. C., March 14. 
About 80% of all theatres in 
North and South Carolina have been 
pledged to take Red Cross collec- 
tions. 
Stage Bally 
Denver, March 14. 
Speakers will be used on stages 


tions. Radio and 
terial is also planned, while posters 
will be placed all over the city and 
car cards in street cars and buses. 


Des Moines Drive 
Des Moines, March 14. 
More than 80 of the theatres in 
this area have pledged support to 
the drive. Film salesmen are con- 
tacting those whe have not yet 
pledged support. 


360 Theatres Here 
Kansas City, March 14. 
Services of 75 speakers have been 
obtained to address audiences from 
the stages of theatres in this city 
and vicinity. Over 360 theatres in 
this sector have already pledged to 


Sam Katz. Roy B. Prut é iz 

mae e, manager Rialto, 
Leonid Kinskey. Ray Essick, Madison exhib, Navy. 
Anthony Mann. Jack Essick, manager Ezella 
Jack Owen. Navy. 
Marion Parsonnet. William Duval. bandman. Navy. 

Paul Small. NN Army. 
Herbert J. Yates. nei alesme~- © th-Fox. 


make collections. 


Continued from page 1 


Dur- | 
ing the Fourth War Loan campaign | 
to reach 
seemingly impossible total of 11,500,- | 
000 in “E” bond sales, which was | 


pre-campaign | 


Cross drive collections, will be do- | 


Evergreen circuit has decided to 
extend the time of collections be- | 


of all important theatres here dur- | 
ing the week of Red Cross collec- | 
newspaper ma- | 


Cross Drive 


aiming at 100% participation nation- 


| ally and is spurring the enlistment - 


of an additional 5,000 theatres in 
| scattered smaller communities which 
i have not yet been pledged. In ad- 
dition to maximum theatre partici- 
pation, exhibitors are planning to 
make collections after every show 
every day of the week instead of 
merely once or twice daily as in the 
past. 

In order to line up theatres 
throughout the country, 15 of the in- 
dustry’s prominent execs have been 
touring from coast to coast, ad- 
dressing rallies in key centers and 
getting the support of Rersonnel 
from distribution, exhibition and 
every other branch of the industry, 
Exhibitors representing more than 
8.100 theatres have attended these 
sessions, 

Meanwhile, every major company 
in the industry is to {Increase its 
contribution to the Red Cross by at 
least 60%, according to an announce- 
ment by Herman Robbins, chairman 
of the Corporate Gifts Committee. 
Companies were asked to do this on 
basis that last year the total asked 
| for Red Cross was $125,000,000 while 
this year it is $200,000,000. 

There are three divisions in the 
-corporate gifts organization, each 
functioning independently under 
Robbins. Contributions from com- 
panies embrace all non-theatre units, 
including producers, distributors, 
exchanges, laboratories, newsreels, 
film libraries, film delivery com- 
panies, non-theatrical concerns and 
related enterprises. Secondly, an 
executive has been selected in each 
company to obtain individual contri- 
butions from other top execs. Third, 
chairman for each company will be 
named to appeal to employees in the 
home offices. 

About 30% of the exhibitors in the 
U. S. have made plans to have war 
heroes on hand, as a prelude to col- 
lections, to speak from _ theatre 
stages. While the servicemen are not 
| trained speakers, it is believed that 
the simplicity of their stories would 
be the principal appeal. 

In metropolitan New York some 
600 theatres are lined up for Red 
Cross collections. Houses will fly 
'the Red Cross flag and stage-show 
theatres will present special Red 
Cross productions. 


Si tile n 4 f tl the. 
| atres d he War Aciivihe: 
| Committec ‘Every heatre 
| in the At! tor 1l colle 
every pr la every dav ] 
| fee] sure Atianta territo: 


'will respond 100% to the appeai. 
RKO theatre managers expect to 
exceed all previous collections in 
their theatres throughout the coun- 
try.’ RKO theatre lobbies, in many 
situations, will have on_ display 
photographs of local boys in the 
service. 

Ned E. Depinet, distribu.or chair- 
man, has advised exchange area 
chairmen of the drive to appoint 
assistant chairmen to speed _ the 
drive. Depinet reports that film 
salesmen have so far been directly 
responsible for more than 1,200 the- 
atre pledges to date. Film sales- 
|men have been able to reach ex- 
hibitors in some parts of the coun- 
pee who could not be reached other- 
wise. 

Norman H. Davis, chairman of the 
American Red Cross, stated last 
week that he believed more than 
last year’s 14,000 theatres would join 
|} in this year’s drive. 
| “Last year’s experience,” said 
Davis, “amply demonstrates that the 
| benefits from Red Cross Week in 
| American motion picture theatres 
| are many. Literally millions of 
| People gave a second time; other 
| millions never reached by personal 
| solicitation responded to a fervent 
appeal from the screen.” 

Davis referred to Fabian’s letter 
to exhibitors which reads, in part, 


“The American Red Cross needs 
your showmanship and the sales- 
manship which our industry has 


been supplying to the war effort.” 
Distribution of the Red Cross 
trailer, “Report from the Front,” 
with Humphrey Bogart, began last 
Thursday (9). 


SCHLESINGER NOW JR. LIEUT. 


Chief Petty Officer Leonard S. 
Schlesinger, formerly exec assistant 
to Joe Bernhard, g.m. of Warner 
theatres and for years in exhibition 
and buying field, promoted to 


Lieutenant, junior grade, in navy. 
He’s been in charge of motion pic- 
; tuye section, Bureau of Yards and 
Docks, Washington. 

Schlesinger leaves today (Wednes- 


day) on extensive trip of U. S. 
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s you turn the. following pages 
you, American, 
will see why the 
Picture Industry 
responding the call 
the Red Cross 
will undertake one of 
the greatest home front 
responsibilities of 


the entire war effort. 


THEY DO NOT FAIL US 


WE SHALL NOT FAIL THEM 
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(Above) Somewhere in England—An Amert- 

can Red Cross Clubmobile ready to leave for 

a tour of the camps where doughnuts and 

‘4 coffee will be distributed. Doughnuts machine 

: - is part of the equipment. Two Red Cross girls 
receive a soldier’s farewell. 


Red Cross 
“CLUBMOBILES” 


on the Fighting Fronts 


_ “Clubmobiles” are one more of the vital 
: ; services provided by the Red Cross for our 
. fighting men. These motorized units, staffed 
. by Red Cross personnel, are close to the 


front lines in all the combat areas that 85° 
such units can cover. To thwart the icy grip 
of Winter weather they bring hot coffee, 
in the steaming tropics cold drinks for 
parched throats. Cigarettes. They make 
doughnuts by the thousands. And what is 
even more God-sent—a cheery smile and a 
word of good fellowship from these Red 
Cross workers who live again the heritage 
of heroism and mercy of their glorious or- 
ganization. Think what this means to battle- 
weary, hungry, thirsty, and frequently 
wounded fighting men. 


There are but 85 of these Clubmobile units 

—hundreds are needed. That’s another rea- 

son why this year’s RED CROSS WAR 

FUND must receive the utmost in effort and 
tesults from every individual and theatre 
in the industry. 
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INTO THE. FIGHT 
performance! 
Collect every day! 


MOTION PICTURE 
INDUSTRY’S 
RED CROSS 
WEEK 
MARCH 23-29 


This advertisement 
contributed by 
METRO- 
GOLDWYN- 
MAYER 


(Above) Somewhere in Italy—during a lull in, the battle two 
soldiers of the Fifth Army atop their M-10 tank destroyer really 
enjoy the Clubmobile doughnuts and coffee served by Red Cross 
girl, Mrs. William Stevenson of New York City. The soldiers are 
Pvt. Saul A. Cohan of Dorchester, Mass.””and Pvt. Jimmy Klenk 
of Reading, Pa. 


(Right) Somewhere—waiting for the bombers to return at an 
American flying field. Not much urging needed when this Red 
Cross Clubmobile girl suggests “seconds.” 
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more 


CVE are just a few highlights of the many Wwe 
Home Services: Assistance with communica- | YY 
tions between service men and their families | 

. Cooperation with military and naval au- 
thorities in obtaining home information in 
deciding questions of furloughs, discharges, 
clemency ... Assistance in presenting claims § 
for government benefits ... Financial aid for § 
special needs not provided 
from. public funds, and help in 
contacting proper sources... 
Camp Service: Field Directors§ 
at each Army, Navy and Marine 
station and camp in the United 
States, insular territories, and off- 
shore bases ... Hospital Service: Program of § 
social service and welfare work at all Naval & 
and Army General Hospitals ... Field Direc- 
tors assigned for service in Veterans Admin- 
istration Offices, etc. 


MOTION 
RED CROSS 


(Collect at Every Perfa. 


RED CROSS 


This advertisement contributed by RKO Radio Pictures, 
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here, too, the 
ross the friend need 


“Confidence, courage, energy to be a good soldier, sailor, 
* ee marine, or coast ¢uardsman—these are possible only if the 
te el Be ri. man in uniform can be relieved of anxiety for the welfare 
. i oe 3 of his family. Because problems on the home front so 
vitally affect the progress of the war effort, Home Service 
is organized in every Red Cross Chapter to assist fam- 
ilies of service men in meeting the social and economic 
problems which arise while the men are serving in the 
armed forces ...1n carrying out the responsibilities im- 
posed by its Charter, every Chapter shares in the Amer- 
ican Red Cross program of Services to the Armed Forces 
.4 by providing Home Service for men in the military and 
» #@ naval forces and their families and for discharged men 

and their dependents.’—American Red Cross 


AFRICA — Red 
Cross Field Di- 
rector types out 
home service mes- 


sage for anxious 
G. I, 
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COULD YOUR BLOOD... 
YOUR RED CROSS... 


Through the Red Cross you are at his side... in 
New Guinea, Greenland, England, Italy... wherever 


our fighting men are. Your blood gives him new life 
... you give him new hope through hospital and 
convalescent services... you are with him in enemy 
prison camps ...in welfare and recreational activities 
you keep his morale high. 


YOU ARE THE RED CROSS... yours the proud 
| privilege to serve your country and its fighting men. 


YOU CANNOT FAIL THEM! 


MOTION PICTURE THEATRES RED CROSS WEEK 
March 23rd to 29th | 


Take A Collection At Every Performance 


This advertisement coniributed by Parameunt Pictures, Enc. ke 
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American Red Cross Hospital Worker serves refresh- 


gents to injured soldiers at evacuation hospital. 


| American Red Cross Field Director visits hospitals; 


learns needs and wants of the men. 


Here’s what RED CROSS HOSPITAL SERVICE 
includes: Hostess Service Sponsoring Entertain- 


ment e Sponsoring Parties e Shopping Service 


Motor Transportation Library-Service'e Occupa: 
: tional Therapy « Letter Writing’ «Holiday Service 
Reading Instruction e‘Hobbies 
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Air Evacuation Nurse makes last check-up before 
patients are loaded on hospital-bound troop 
Carrier. 
Gray Lady and soldier play their favorite arrange- 
ment of ‘Sleepy Lagoon.”’ 


. THEATRE EXHIBITORS will do their share to 
rr further the cause of the AMERICAN RED CROSS | 
ha by getting behind the fund-raising campaign 
... with collections at every performance! 


| 

f This advertisement contributed by Columbia Pictures Corporation ce 
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It happened in a Jap 
prison on Mindanao 


From @ verbatim report by 
Commander McCey, U. S$. N., 
an escaped Prisener of War: 


The escape plan had not ma- 
tured, when there occurred an 
event which brightened the lives 
of all the American prisoners, at 
least temporarily. 


“As I was returning from work ' 
one afternoon in early January, « 
I was met near the prison bar- 
racks by an enlisted seaman who 
had been attached to my unit at 


the Cavite Navy Yard. 


“It’s Christmas, Commander Me- 
Coy!’ he shouted. ‘It’s Christmas! 


“Stuff from home,’ he babbled. 
‘Boxes from the States. Red 


Cross boxes.’ 
had quickened my pace, and 


now both of us broke into"a run; 
ma headlong dash for the barracks. 


on 


THE SAKE THE Prisoners FOR ALL THE OTHIR 


COLLECT EVERY 


3 
| 
will make -no attempt to de- 
-scribe. the joy with which those | . 
Red Cross boxes were received, 
There are no-words knowntome |.” 
=. Which could describe the feelings 
| 


Wednesday, March 15, 1944 ) VARIETY 


= Note to an American Prisoner of War from the American Motion Picture Industry 
4 Dear Soldier: 

a | You may be out of the fight but you’re not out of our 
thoughts. We want to be sure you understand that all 
of us over here are grateful and deeply indebted to you 
for all you have done. We are humbly trying to show our 
gratitude in the only way we can —through the .Red 
Cross. We know what the Red Cross means to you and 
we’re all banded together to make it possible for them 
to continue to bring you cheer — till we meet again. 


~ - 


THER GOOD REASONS—COLLECT FOR THE RED CROSS MAR. 23—29, AND 


PERFORMANCE 


Contributed by Warner Bree. 
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RED | WEEK 


= ths work: | 
‘among the boys and: silts whe, | 


2. 


PALERMO, ITALY a Red Cross servicemen’s club... formerly swank beach 
club at Mondallo. Our soldiers swim, sail, rest and eat with Red Cross 
girls arranging entertainment. 


; 

: KISKA - Fieldman Edward Muchow on the beach ESKIMOS KNOW THE RED CROSS TOO. Here's RED CROSS REST CA MP i in the heart of the Hima- | 

with invading Americans. Red Cross Canteen served Miss Dora Hergerth serving hot coffee to a group of layas. Hamburghers, doughnuts, soft drinks and 

: first hot food to our men. Eskimo boys who are entertaining our men with tall American Rea Cross girls make life bearable for 
tales of tomcod fishing. Uncle Sam's boys. 
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| 
| SOMEWHERE IN SICILY ... American Red Cross .NEW GUINEA ... in the heart of the fighting zone: FIJI ISLANDS ... American boys dance in an 
| Fieldman Edward Wasiniak moves up with the The soldiers have a word for it and it’s “just a little — Americen Red Cross Theatre. 
troops of our Ist Division on the Mt. Etna front. bit of alright” .. . otherwise known as the Red 


Cross Club. 


AMERICAN 
RED 


AN ADVANCED BASE IN PACIFIC AREA .. . Red BOMBED ‘OUT RED CROSS CLUB somewhere in SOMEWHERE IN THE SOLOMONS. . . American 
Cross Field Worker Mrs. Texas Judy entertains the Great Britain. This Red Cross Club became first air Red Cross Canteen is open to all servicemen. 


boys. post during raid. 


, This advertisement contributed by 


UNIVERSAL PICTURES CO., INC. 


CALCUTTA, INDIA . . Moble picks up 
| the marbles at America) Red os Enlisted 


Men’s Club. 
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THIS AD CONTRIBUTED BY 20th CENTURY-F OX 
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LIFE AND DEATH! 


FUNDS 
CEEVERY DAY 


With your aid, The Red Cross 


pints of blood plasma 

to the Army and Navy 

this year in the biggest gus 
joo in history 


Wi 


| MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY RED CROSS WEEK MARCH 23-29 | 
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K FOR RED CROSS 

movie TRUCK BEHIND 
EMERGENCY 

cIRST AID TENT No 6 


RIP 


THIS. ADVERTISEMENT. CONTRIBUTED BY UNITED. ARTISTS 
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At the front and behind it ... In Italy, in the South 
’ Seas...In Iceland, Alaska, Africa and a hundred and 
one isolated places the Red Cross brings movies to our 


soldiers. Sometimes the theatres are hospitals and huts, 


sometimes just a combination of rough ground and port- 
able equipment. But wherever the show and whatever... the boys 
crave it, enjoy it and are lifted in spirits by it. It’s tonie for our 


men...morale tonic! It must go on. 


SWING YOUR HOUSE BEHIND THE 
1944 MOTION PICTURE THEATRES 
RED CROSS WEEK MARCH 23-29 


Swing tf... FULL WEIGHT! 
FULL TIME! 
FULL SUPPORT! 
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RED CROSS WAR FUND 


oe if every American could fellow the Red Crees dewn 
2 the battie-lines of our beach-heads, eur mountain 
7 trenches, and our jungle evtposts, they weuld say: d 
“God bless the Red Crocs. They shell never appeal 
te me for suppert, in vain. They are not enly a heaven- 
sent agency fer the saving ef lives; but they are one 
of our most powerful morale-sustaining ferces as | 
well. What, indeed, would we ever do without them?” 


And if the Red Cross did nothing more than handle 
the avalanche of messages between service men and 
their families, this great American angel of mercy 
would still have first claim upon our affections, our 
patriotism, and our pocketbooks. 


Requests for emergency communication service are 
pouring into Red Cross headquarters now, at the 
rate of 20,000 a month. But recently, that figure 
was swelled to 142,000 messages for a single day. 


Make sure you help the Red (ross, by having a collection 
taken up in your theatre, at every performance! 


THEY DO NOT FAIL US... 
WE SHALL NOT FAIL THEM 
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Among its many services the Lill: 
Red Cross recruited 50,000 | iil: 


nurses for the Army and Navy ie 
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COLLECTION 
EVERY 
PERFORMANCE 


MOTION PICTURE THEATRES 
RED CROSS WEEK | 
MARCH 23-29 


.Republic Pictures Corporatien 
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he curtain is about to rise on the greatest battle in history. One vital 
way for Americans to back the attack is to help the men and women who 
serve directly back of the line of attack—THE RED CROSS! Make a collection 
at every performance every day. The need for the Red Cross—and the 


needs of the Red Cross—are greater than ever before. WE CANNOT FAIL! 
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WAR FILMS DRAW TOP MONEY 


Hicks Warns Post-War Dangers 


In Creating Foreign Buyer's Market 


Because there will be a large ac- + 


cumulation of pictures at war's end 
for various foreign countries whose 
gates will then swing open for 
American product, and further that 
they will be as new to the popula- 
tions of those lands as now, John W. 
Hicks, Jr. v.p. in charge of Para- 
mount’s foreign sales, warns that the 
industry must be very careful not to 
create a buyer’s market, 

While pointing to the fact that 
American film makers have 
mendous obligation 
of condition 


remains mindtul 


which through a surfeit of pictures, | 
old and new, might make it a “cinch | 


notes 
trom 


He also 
revenue 


for the exhibitor.” 
that the post-war 
locked-out countries 
cost a lot to get it, and that while 
business no doubt will be terridic 
once American pictures can again 
be imported, much will depend on 
the dollar exchange, quotas and 
other barriers as well as whether a 
free market will obtain. “If we can 
get in on a free and competjtive 


basis and if countries now deprived | 


of American pictures, want them. 
theyll buy ’em,” Paramount's for- 
eign chieftain dgcleres. 

Opinion varies in domestic sales | 


cicles as to whether various pictures, | 


notably comedies and musicals that 
will not have become dated. can be 
marketed pyrofitably in 
trolled territories after the war 
cause of a desire to get the new pic- 
tures instead. Hicks does not 
with this since many pictures 
be to a large proportion ot 
foreign population when first 
shown. here. Par already had 
some experience in this direction, he 
adds, through the shipment of pic- 


be- 


agree 

will 
as new 
as 


has 


tures to southern Italy and into 
North Africa for public exhibition, 


finding they are well’ liked regard- | 


less of age. However, as he re-| 
minds, the problem to be met il} 
deal with a wise distribution 0! 


product so as not to build up a buy- 
e:’s market. 
Choose Their Product 
It is likely that each company will 
select the most suitable pictures 
the various countries and hold down 


the total. though there is no guaran- | 
dis- | 


tee what any of the American 

tributors may ultimately do. How- 
ever, in discussing post-war plan- 
ning and taking the view that the 
end of the war may still be in the 
somewhat distant future, Hicks de- 


clares that even if it’s only a year or 

g0, there will by that time be a large 

stockpile of features suitable fol 
(Continued on page 36) 


LESERMAN JOINING 


RAFTERY, SEARS WEST 


Ed Raftery and Grad Sears left 
New York for the Coast Friday (10) 


to discuss product and other United 
Carl Leserman, UA 
general manager, is scheduled 


to join them for further confabs in 


Artists busines 
sales 


about a week 

Merchandizing and exploitation 
policv for David O. Selznick’s “Since 
You Went Away” is to be set by 
Sears a iF n fo - 
a vt the n Holivwo 

othe K t ) isa id det 
show though no final decision has yet 
been made. 


Rep’s 3 New Producers 
Hollywood, March 14. 


Three 
chores 


associate 
were handed out over 
weekend by Armand Schaefer at Re- 
public. 
“Three’s a Crowd,” Don Brown to 
“Man of Mystery” and Rudy Abel to 
“Girl Who Dared.” 

High budget features at Rep. re- 
stricted to two per year in the past, 
will be increased to 10 for the 1944- 


45 program, under a new plan laid | 
| views the opening day instead of the 
day after, 


out by Herbert J. Yates, company 
chief, 


Oliahoma” and “Fighting Seabees. | jump on the morning papers. 


a tre-| 
to the foreign | 
“public after the peace is won, Hicks | 


may not be en- | 
tirely “found money” because it vill | 


Nazi-con- | 


Lov ely;” 


| in the smaller towns of the west, 


tably on the Pacific Coast. 


for | 


have 


| draining of manpower by 


producer 
the | 


business 


Walter Goetz is assigned to} 


Proposed expansion is the re- | 
sult of grosses piled up by “In Old | 


‘Touhy’ to Be Released 


Hollywood, March 14. 


Prison tale, “Roger Touhy-Gang-| 


ster.” will be released in about three | 
weeks by 20th-Fox, which has com-! 
pleted deletions and added scenes 
requested by the Federal Bureau of | 
Investigation. 

Produced by Bryan Foy and di-! 
rected by Robert Florey, the fea- 
ture has been held in abeyance for} 
seven months, awaiting the nod from 
John Law. 


Sets Up 14 


ix in 3 Mos. 


Hoilywood, March 14. 


Sid Rogell, executive producer at} 
RKO, has lined up 14 features to be! 


produced within the next three| 
months for the 1944-45 program. 

Associate producers and_ their! 
tasks are: Maurice Geraghty, “The} 
Falcon in Mexico, “Lady of the Lam-|! 
poon” and “The Bamboo Blonde: 


Val Lewton, “I Married the Navy.” | 
“Mademoiselle Fifi,’ “Supernatural” 


and “Carmilla;’ Herman Schiom, 
“Betrayal from the East” and} 
“Strange Identity;’ John H. Auer, 
“Pan America” and an untitled mu- 
sical feature; Adrian Scott, “The 
Pumpkin Shell” and “Farewell My 


Rush.” 


Par Sales Exec Sees | 
Coast Due for Marked 


Postwar Boom in Gen’! 


Gradual improvement of business 


no- 
has oc- 


curred during recent months. wit! 


the future outlook bright, according 


to George A. Smith, western division 


manager for Paramount. who 


) 


|} returned to N. Y. Friday (10) froma 
territories | 


tour of his exchange 


which includes many areas which 


not benefited from defense 


manufacturing. 


Up to six months ago the west was 


in poor shape, being hard hit through 


the draft 
and shifts in population to war manu- 
facturing centers, with exhibitors 
finding that those who remained be- 
hit not 


because 


id were inclined to patronize 


pictures families were dis- 


membered and women were not 
prone to go to shows alone. Since | 
then, Smith reports, the picture has | 
changed and all types of situations. | 
rural and otherwise, are enjoying top 
busit notably in towns near to 
ervice camps or where manufactur- 
ne ex! He siates that on e Pa- 
( c Slove theatre owners \ | see a 
é i p ) I ) 
i t} 

I l bi i a i 
here will be a heavy concentration 
of activity on the Coast, particula 
in manufacturing, military and ship- 
ping areas, with business leaders 
according to Smith, anticipating a 
large migration of workers for the 
industries that will need them. Si 
was told by Coast business leaders 


region is due for a peak 
boom that will continue | 


after the war is won. 


N. Y. World-Telly’s Pix 
Reviews Qut Same Day 


The N. Y. World-Telegram today 
(Wed.) plans to publish its film re- 


that the 


This would give the daily the 


Frank Strayer, “The Gold} 


J 


By MORI KRUSHEN 
Grade A 


war pictures, whether 


based on combat themes, psychologi- | 


cal studies, espionage, underground 
movements in occupied Europe, 
comedy or music, as a group proved 
the greatest drawing cards in terms 
of b.o. during the past year, and con- 
tinue among the current leaders. In- 
dustry execs estimate that 36 of ap- 
proximately the 100 top grossers ex- 
hibited during the past year 
war pictures, and that these 36 films 


are accounting for rentals of more 


than $73,000,000. 
The top grosser, in terms of rent- 
als, for every major company (with 


the exception of 20th-Fox, where | 

“Bernadette” is taking top money 

curremly) is a war picture. 
Predictions made long since by 


many showmen were that as the mo- 
bilization of manpower for the U. 8. 
military services increased there 


would be corresponding!y greater 
rather than lesser interest in war 
films, because virtQally every fam- 


ily in the country would eventually | 
have a personal interest in someone | 


in the service. 
But whether in peace or war, the 
first-rate war themes have always 


been among the record grossers of 
manv a decade, from “Birth of a 
Nation,” through “Four Horsemen 
of the Apocalypse.” “The Big Pa- 
rade.” “What Price Glory.” “Gone 
With the Wind” (75,000,000 admis- 
sions in the U. S. to date) to “This 
Is the Army.” 

Rentals of more than $73,000,000 


(domestic) for 36 war films does not 
include “For Whom the Bell Tolls” 
(though this picture is listed among 
the 36 toppers), “Destination To- 
kyo,” one of the biggest of the new 
crop which grossed $400,000 (in the- 
atre receipts, not rentals) 1 single 
week ~(Washington’s Birthday) on 


the N. Y. Metro- 
that 
eek’s record: “A Guy 
Meiro’s biggest 


the RKO circuit in 
politan divisicn 
chain a new Ww 


Named Joe,” 


alone. to 


give 


winner 


so far this yea noted by} 
trade leaders that some of the cost- 
liest productions coming are 
based on war themes such as “The 
White Cliffs.” “The Story of Dr. Was- 
sell.’ “30 Seconds Over Tokyo” and 


otners, 
Warners Has Most 
Warners ‘had the largest 
of pictures with a war bac! 
nine this 


number 
cground, 


out of companys 14 top 


grossers being in this category. and 
accounting for a total of over $22.- 
000,000 in rentals This Is the 
Army” has grossed around $7.800.000 
so far, with a total of $9,000.000 in 
the cards within the first vear of its 
release since the picture Nas so far 

(Continued on page 35) 


ATLAS (ODLUM) BUYS 
ANOTHER BLOCK OF RKO 


Philadelphia, March 1 


Sale of 344.998 shares of RKO $1 
nar commo! stock from the Rotarv 
Elec Steel Co.. Ji Citv. to the 
Atl Corp.. also of Je Citv. rep- 

tine 

se i Co - 

i Lol RKO ) Q 
0 1.329.021 sha x Rota 

Electric with 232 i 

) V R ) 1 

ured 1.000 shares yf Monogram 

P ctures commor Be N. 

titchy, bringing the former's hold- 


ings to 4.268. 


Loew's Ine., N. Y. continued buy- 
ing up Loew’s Bosion Theatres ($5 
par common) with the addition of 
295 shares bringing their total to} 
120,630. 


William J. German of New York 


reported to the SEC that he held 168 | 


shares of Associated Motion Picture 
Industries, Ine. capital stock as 
registered as a director of the corp- 
oration. 


Robert T. Kane. Los Angeles, re- | 


norted holding 2.500 shares of 20th- 
Century Fox Film commo: 


were | 


he | 


MG Plans Dropping All Low Budget 
~ Pix; Relatively Bigger B.O. for A’s 


This 
small-budget 
| Metro 
j pers, who have had the plan under 
consideration 


season 


last 
at 


may see the of 
the 


top- 


production 


Bendix’s Annual Quartet 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Bendix, loanout player 


studios, with company 


before, now 


reported 


under contract to Hal Roach, will 
restrict his services to four pictures | “08€ t@ @ decision which will lead 
annually under original terms of the; t® Upward revision of appropria- 


pact, when he winds up his current 
chore in Edward Small’s “Abroad 
With Two Yanks.” 

Actor is committed to two films for 
; Paramount this year and two for 
| 20th-Fox. 


tions for all product next season. 
While at the 
Metro studio represent cost of more 
than $500,000 average, plans are to 
eliminate in-betweeners, and near-A 
product. Current and near-term 
.0. potentialities for high budgeters 
understood a factor in the 
high labor 
smaller pic- 


small-budgeters 


| 
| 
| William 
| 


Is strong 
the 


In 


deliberations, also 


Korda Talks Of 


cost, which figures 


tures on the 1945-44 releasing sched- 
ule allotted small budgets, 
though most of the company’s nega- 


tures at a relatively greater ratio, 
and Other charges 
p ing {0 Around cight of the Metro pice 


were 


Sir Alexander Korda is reported 


seeking sale of his 25°, interest in| tives are in the high-budget cate- 
| United Artists to the company at a! gory 

| figure based on stock market valua;:| Warners and 20th-Fox have been 
tion of the Odeon circuit shares on | limiting production schedules to 
the London exchange. UA owns a/ high-cost negatives exclusively this 
jlarge block of the British theatre | year. A large proportion of Para- 
| chain stock. mount’s output also falls into the 
| Korda, from accounts, has not of- high brackets. 

fered his stock formally to UA as! Meantime, several Metro pro- 
provided for in the by-laws of the ducers whose output had been con- 
corporation. He has, in the past. fined mainty to small budget prod- 
been testing the market for his UA! uct, have dropped out of the studio. 
stock, with the nearest approach to _ 

a deal reported several months ago | 

when a price of close to $900,000 | Qk P t B aie h 

was under discussion Deal’ whicn | 


was virtually set, fell through at the| Bilas Ambit 
last_ moment. im Ambitions Up To 


Stock market valuation at the ° 
moment. from accounts, is far Englishmen to Solve 
higher than the figures at which UA | , 
holdit are computed, since market 
fluctuations have al avs bee Spyro Skou1 20th-Fox prexy, 
largely discounted. told the British film trade last week 


that American companies, which 


M ¢ SETS THREE FOR jare in competition with each other, 
a | could not be xpected to devise a 
PRODUCTION IN ENG. Brae 

duce! T} if your respon ibil- 
Metro nlans to produce three pic- | ity.” said Skour; Opa luncheon in 


tures thi vear in England under the | , 


honor tendered by the Cinema- 


setup with Sir Alexander Korda, 
with budgets likely excecding $600,- | t@Sraph Exhibitors Associatio 
000 per film. Korda, who had plans | Kinematograph Renters Society ay 
for a larger production schedule. dis- | the Brit Fil Producers Associne 
cl ed budgets wit Lou B. Mayer tion 
in New York la week Stre t} H +. e 
Post-wal plans are for a Metro “4 
sstablishing a British distribution 
production schedule of eight or more ; 
“A” pictures annually in England. orldwide ba 
depending on the foreign market that “It you had a 
outlook. Company toppe1 both here wiouting organiza 
and abroad are ul der toon looking ins COMpares Savor bly 
to the assignment of America sta} vechnical you have 
mostly from the Metro lot. to the Made in production you would have 
British unit under Korda for occa- no reason to worry about distribue- 
sional picture For the time being aa 
howe 3 reported that there Rank is movil Slow! and ly 
V not be al nterchange of pla 
ers pending more favorable militai \t A 
transportation tudio and manpower | ol Ow! istribution 
condition yster : indle | product there 
Korda fi production under hi itel : ; 
| pact with Metro, “Perfect Strangers” | | An companie 
| (Robert Donat ont nder way at | Which are offering | tribut 
Denham la His ! chan e that a d : 
untitled, unpublished novel by Ne- In Ok 
ville S} e whnicn \ b -Fo ould ter Nance 
Cliffs’ Into Music Hall ire se ceks. There 
DO ) t Ra will ex- 
‘America’ at the Astor) Colone! Blimp” and 
Canterb ‘ Pal before 1 
Metro's “W e Cliffs’ ts scheduled | further contract 
to foll Co r Gil » Radio - 
City Mu Hall “Girl fo 
the M.H. after Up in Ai d R | t d 
“America,” which may be sold by 5 Car ce ec € 


Metro as a special this season, is pen- Universal's board of directors was 


cilled in for the Astor, N. Y.. follow- reelected “at the annual meeting 
ing “See Here. Private Hargrove,” | March 8 at Wilmington, Del. Initial 


meeting of the new directorate will 
be held April 6 when officers will 
be named, 

Directors reelected are Nate Blum- 
berg, Paul G. Brown, D. C. Collins, 
| J. Cheever Cowdin. Preston Davie, 
William German, John J. O’Connor, 


which starts a run there March 21. 
“Gaslight,” another Metro produc- 
tion, is scheduled to go into the 
Capitol, N. Y., after “Broadway | 
Rhythm.” 
“Tunisian Victory,” film produced 
by the combined British and Ameri- | 


ican Army film units, being dis- |} Ottavio Prochet. C. D. Prutzman, J. 
{tributed in the U. S. by Metro, Arthur Rank, Budd Rogers, D. M: 
preems in England, March 24. “Vic- | Shaeffer, Clifford Work and-W. H. 
tory” opens at the Rialto, N. Y.,| Taylor, Jr. Prutzman, V.p. and gen- 


{March 17. eral counsel of U, presided at session. 


| 
| 
| ii i 
| 
Hi 
| 
| Hild 
| i 
| | 
ii 
‘ 
— 
i 
| 
q 
| | | 
| a 


26 


Wednesday, March 15, 1944 


While 


CENTURY-FOX 
was receiving awards of thanks from hundreds of 
exhibitors who are doing their greatest year’s 
business with the sensational succession of hits 
which include— 
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Every engagement tremendous—New | 
York, Denver, Cincinnati, Buffalo, Dallas! | 
Never anything so big at New York’s | 

Roxy .. . and in Detroit, Buffalo, Miami ia 

.. . and watch it everywhere ! 


Everywhere running ahead of ‘’Claudia’’, 
‘Coney Island’ and ‘Heaven Can Wait’’! 


Its box-office action’ passing the sky- 


high records: set by’ ‘’Crash Dive‘’! == 
Smash hold-overs in Pittsburgh, Chicago, ey 
Toledo, Boston and other spots! ~ 


The, great American picture great in 
St. Louis, Milwaukee and coast to coast! 


wee 
99. 
q 
4 | 
3 
‘ 
iff MEE 
“Wi 
Za 
SSE 
4 
¢ 
Bg 
= 
f bis 


28 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 15, 1944 


Passing New B.0. Tax On to Public, 
Ops Will Realize Same Net, or More 


about? 


Theatres will come out at 


the same net on admissions, or pos- | 


Sandrich Termed By Par 


sibly a bit more, than at pes 
starting April 1. The increased tax | Hollywood, March 14. 
bite takes effect then. The general | Paramount handed Mark Sandrich | 


of 2 new producer-director contract 
calling for one picture annually for 
five vears with the privilege of mak- 
ing three outside films during that 
| period, 


absorption 
all houses 


policy leans against 
the added levy. Virtually 
are expected to pass it on to the 


public, operators reminding that this, 
effect on comple- 


‘RAGTIME’ SUIT AWARD 


affect grosses after April 1 remains 


to begin with, is the intent of the Pact goes into 
tax and that the Government ex- | tion of his current Paramount chore, 
pects the patron to do the paying. “Here Come the Waves. 
As result of this policy, the public | 
will be coughing up more for "' 90TH- FOX T0 APPEAL 
entertainment but whether or not} 
the higher charges for tickets will | 
| 
to be seen when revisions or ad-| sieht 
| Copyright counsel Julian T. 
ustments may have to be made. YTS : 
White shesire Fox to go to St. Louis for the ap- 


ass the tax he cus- |} 
omer, so far as ¢ z n- 


adverse “Alexander's Ragtime Band” 
cerned there is a disposition to ab-| 


; . | decision there. 

sorb the tax. Since this applies} 

largelv t ieig ‘hoods where 

largely neighborhood a resident a verdict for an 
children prices are often as low as 

10 or 15c, 


; ing on alleged plagiarism of 
the amount of absorption “Rastime” scenario. 
is comparatively small, being only 2 . 
3c. Most downtown theatres, es- 
pecially in larger centers, do not 
have kid prices anymore. 


account- 


20°. of Net Profit 
St. Louis. March 14. 
| Last week Federal Judge George 
Due to the difficulty in handling! y, Moore held that (Miss) E. 
pennies, plus their scarcity, most] Cooper, songwriter and former na- 
theatres are trying to arrive at even tive jis entitled to judgment against 
figures but there are some admis- | 20th- Fox because the film producer 


sions that can’t be reached that Way plagiarized her unpublished novel, 
such as 45c, 55¢c, 65ce, 75¢ and $1.25. | \“Love Girl,” when it produced 
Net admissions, plus tax, however, | “Alexander's Ragtime Band,” based 
can be worked out to arrive at 30c,!on the Irving Berlin ditty by the 
50c, 60c, 70c, 80c, 85c. 90c, 95c, $1.) same tag. After three years of liti- 
$1.10, $1.15, $1.20 and $1.30. \gation the court held that Miss 

In the downtown N, Y. area, where |} Cooper is entitled to damages and 


up schedules, | an 


accounting because testimony 
the present opening price of 44c (40c ; showed “substantial portions of the 
plus 4c tax) will go by the board, | plaintiff's novel had been copied” in 
according to plans. Houses like the| the making of the film which is re- 
Paramount and Strand, which have} puted to have grossed $7,000,000. 
had an opening 44c price. are plan- Miss Cooper's counsel, J. Porter 
ning to go to 50c, which is 42c net} Henry, said it was 
and 6c tax. Others sich as the] the court to permit the defendant in | 
Capitol, Roxy and Music Hall, now} such cases an opportunity to file an 
at 55c, are expecting to raise to 0c! appeal before the plaintiff petitions 
on opening, being 50c net and 10c;j the court for the appointment of a 
tax. While a theatre at a 50c open-| master to determine the damages | 
ing scale starting April 1 will gain! and interest due. Porter also pointed | 
2c there, on other price changes a| out that in similar cases on record | 
few cents may be lost through; the plaintiffs have been aw arded | 
dropping, for example, a former 55c| 20° of net earnings of the motion 
price to 50c or a former 75c nick to! picture and there is a_ probability 
"0c, but overall it's expected the net|that Miss Cooper may receive be- 
will average at least the same or a 'iween $1,000,000 and $1.400,000, plus 
little higher. {interest at 5° from August, 1938 
' when the film was released. 


According to Broadway managers, | 
Hearst Will Help Bally 


operators are setting 


theatres no doubt will seek to arrive | 
at uniform scales, with adjustments | 
in that direction after April 1 fol-j 
lowing experimentation with vari- 
ous price schedules, 


William Randolph Hearst execu- 
MOSS HART COMPLETES tives, hearing that “Elizabeth | « 
| Kenny” may be taken off the shelf | 
‘VICTORY’ SCENARIO and produced whenever “the story 
is in such shape that it can be! 
Hollywood, March 14. properly made,’ have advised RKO 
Moss Hart has completed the (that if the picture is made it will 
screen treatment of his Army Air|get the support of every Hearst 
Force play, “Winged Victory,” and |newspaper in the country. 
will leave for the east on Thursday! American Weekly is running a 
(16). series of Kenny articles titled 


Darryl Zanuck, 
the picture version for the benefit of 


who will produce Is My Doctor.” Mass 
nurses who have been victims of in- 


the Army Emergency Relief Fund, | fantile paralysis who have recovered | 
has okayed preliminary script and | following the Kenny treatment, held 
production is set for early summer, ;in Chicago, is to be duplicated in 


with an all-G I. cast featured. Hart | other cities. 
will return to the Coast when film! Charles W. Koerner. RKO v.p. in 
starts to roll. charge of studio operations, last 


— week stated that “Kenny” would be 

¢ | produced “as soon as the executive 
Miller In Col S Eadie brnogl considers the story satisfac- 
ee tory. No definite date for start of 
Hollywood, March 14. ‘production has been announced, 


Next chuve for Ann Miller owing to the 
lumbia will be 
Was a Lady,’ a musical ic be 
fitmed in late spring. ally slated to “Kenny,” 


Michael Kraike will produce from , does not plan to handle the assign- | 


| however, apparently 
story problem. 


at Co- 


role in “Eadie 


produce 


a screenplay by Monte Brice. ;ment, from accounts. 
| With “Kenny” and “The Gibson 
}Girl” temporarily halted to 


Allen Draws ‘Fear’ script trouble, most important prod- 


Hollywood, March 14. ‘uct from the RKO lot scheduled 
|shortly includes “Days of Glory, 

Feal {© “Show Business and None But 


Lewis Allen as his next directorial | 
chore, following completion of * 
Hearts Were Young and Gay.’ 
Picture is based on the Hagar | 
Wilde novel, “Her Heart in Her! 
Throat” with John Houseman pro- 
ducing and Gail Russell starring. 


the Lonely Heart.” “The Robe,” big 
‘Our | pudgeter to be produced by Frank 
Ross, is in preparation. 


‘No Escape’ for Par, P-T 


Hollyw ‘ood, March 14. 
Next Pine-Thomas production for 
| Paramount release will be an ad- 


PAR’'S 28 SCRIVENERS 
i Hollywood, March 14. | venture tale, “No Escape,” written 
ersonal checkup on the writing| by Owen Francis, with Chester 
mill at Paramount shows 28 scripters | Morris in the top role. 
On the payroll. | Filming starts as soon as Morris 


on 16 winds up his current chore’ in 
: s fo ne 1944- production | “Thunderbolt” fer th 

same rO- 
program. ‘ ducers, 


| The court there had given a local 


the | 


Marie | 


customary for | 


RKO’s ‘Sister Kenny’ Pic 


| oO ni 
“God | 
meeting of 


David Hempstead, who was origin- | 


‘Virginian’ Tinter Due 
Hollywood, March 14. 
Paramount is dusting off “The 
| Virginian,” Owen Wister’s old west- 
ern yarn, for a remake in Tech- 
nicolor, with James Brown and Gail 
| Russell as co-stars, and Paul Jones 
las associate producer. 

Novel dramatized years ago 
for the stage and later translated to! 
the screen with Gary Cooper in the | 
title role. 


SAG Climbs Onto 
Political Wagon 


Hollywood, March 14. 
first time in its career, the 
Screen Actors Guild is 
|openly for politics. Film thesps an- 
| nounced they had affiliated with the 
| Motion Picture Labor Committee for 
| political action and would join other 
' guilds and unions in their campaign 


W a Ss 


For the 


| ants, 
| damages 


r warding $360,000 in damages to the 


I 


! 
| 


month by 


Industry Attys, Fear Jackson Park 


Industry attorneys are worried 
that the decision by a Federal court | 


jury in Chicago last Friday (10), 


Park theatre there, will 


Tackson 


souch off a flock of anti-trust actions | 


independent exhibitors through- 
out the country. Increased number 
of anti-trust suits coming up for 
court decisions was prev iously noted 
“Variety. 

Chicago jury found against nine 
major producer- -distributors and ex- 
hibitors on various charges of viola- 


tions of the Sherman and Clayton 


anti-trust acts. 


going in|! 


Operators of the Jackson Park 
‘claimed losses totalling $120,000 al- 
leging conspiracy among the defend- 
and brought action for triple 
of $360,000, which were 


awarded. 


| to advance the interests of organized | 


llabor. Official SAG statement says: 
“In deciding to join the Committee 
| for Political Action, the Guild made 
| clear that it would not concern itself 


| with party politics, but would sup- 


| port the effort of labor to advance its fought - fc : 
| that neighborhood theatres, 


senta- | tims of discrimination on the part of | 
distributing 
and that 
+» | through Chicago’s preseat clearance 


| inte rests through adequate state and 
inational legislation and repre 
| tion. 
and is composed of 
of many industry guilds and unions. 


BREAKDOWN ON FILMS’ 


representatives 


jto 13 of the 75 books which were 
| published in eight of the leading 
IU. S. magazines during 1943. Of the 
'13 purchases five were books which 
ran in Cosmopolitan, two in the Sat- 
|}urday Evening Post, two in Collier's, 
| two in the Ladies Home Journal, one 
iin Redbook and one from McCall's. 
Another SEP piece, “Gaunt Woman,” 
| was recently bought by Charles R. 
| Rogers. 

Metro buys were “Mrs. Parking- 
|ton” (Louis Bromfield), “The Human 
|; Comedy” (William Saroyan) and “30 
Over Tokyo” (Capt. 
| Lawson). Paramount bought 
Story of Dr. Wassell’ (James Hil- 
;ton). “Our Hearts Were Young and 
Gay” ‘(Cornelia Otis Skinner and 
Emily Kimbrough) and “Victoria 
Grandolet” (Henry Bellaman). 20th- 
Fox bought “Guadalcanal Diary” 
(Richard Tregaskis), “Thunderhead” 
(Mary O'Hara), “Happy Land” 
(MacKinlay Kantor) and “Laura” 
(Vera Caspary). Columbia bought 
'“Pilebuck” (John and Ward Haw- 
David O. Selznick bought 
Went Away” (Margaret 


kins). 
!*Since You 


| 


BOOK-PLAY BUYS IN 


Hollywood bought the film rights | maar’ 


Ted 
“The 


The Committee is non-partisan, | large 


|E. Wilder). Edward Small bought 
Kate Fennigate’ ‘(Booth Tarking- | 
ton), 


Paxinou, Hutton in Par 


preparation for 


Defendants were Paramount, Bala- 
RKO, 20th- 


ban & Katz, Warners, 
Fox ard Loew’s. 
Appealing 


which has been bitterly 
charged 
are vic- 


The suit, 
or the past month, 


film producing, 
and exhibiting companies 


system, small theatres have to wait 
until theatres, owned or controlled 
| by the film companies have used film 
‘first. Because of this practice the 
Jackson Park claimed it lost $120,000 
over a period of five years and the 
profit of $50,000 a year 
dropped to an annual loss. 
Defendants aré expected to enter 
motions for a new trial within the 
10 days granted by Judge Igoe and 
if refused will carry their appeal to 
the Circuit Court of Appeals. 
Battery of legal talent retained by 
the film companies was opposed by 


| Thomas C. McConnell for the plain- 


tiffs. McConnell was arbitrator on 
three film cases here before resign- 
ing to accept the Jackson Park case. 

The owners of the Jackson Park, 
all sons and daughters of the late 
Edward I. Bloom, who founded the 
theatre in 1916, are Mrs. 
Bigelow, Mrs. Marian 
John E. and William C. Bloom. 


New Haven Suit 
New Haven, March 14. 


Prefect Theatres, Inc., $5,000,000 
monopoly suit against film distribu- 
tors, being heard in U. S. District 
Court here before Judge Carroll C. 
Hincks and a jury of eight women 
and four men, revealed nothing of a 
startling nature. Action was con- 
fined largely to opening routine in 
anticipated skir- 


mishes to follow. 


| 


First witness called was Edward 
J. Peskay, president of Prefect and 


¥ arm About 49. -ers | | operator of the Pickwick and Green- 


Hollywood, March 14. 
“California.” Paramount’s 
Technicolor picture, 
star Katina Paxinou and Betty Hut- 
| ton in the top femme roles. 

Tale of the Forty-Niners in San 
Francisco will be produced by 
Tugend, written by 
Mayer and Boris Ingster. 


| Harry 
Justus 


SWG’s Wage Tilt Ideas 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Screen Writers Guild counsel en- 
trained to Washington today for dis- 
cussions with government heads on 
}expediting Treasury Department's 
| decision concerning wage increases 


| for scribblers, 
| Measure, as provided for in SWG 
|basie agreement with  produeers, 


icalls for writers receiv ing $75 a week 
| and hu screen credit to be okayed 
|for tilt to $125. However, writers 


getting $100 were denied boost to 
$125 by salary stabilization unit, al- 


though agreement provides for it, 


| Latter group has received screen 
| credits and has proven ability, Guild 
| points out, and should receive the 


| $25 wage jump if others, with no film 
recognition, can get a $65 pay hop. 


Chaney Again Prowls 
Hollywood, March 14. 

Lon Chaney, no longer Lon 
Chaney, Jr., continues to prow] in 
his father's s footsteps in “Dead Man's 
Eves,” third of the Inner Sanctum 
Mystery series at Universal. 

Picture will be directed by Regin- 
ald Le Borg, With Will Cowan as as- 
sotiate producer, 


mount, 


| 


Edwin | 


\ ich theatres in Greenwich, Cann. 


'atre will be given a new 
product plus compensation 


Award May Stampede More Suits 


houses, Inc.: Spyros P. Skouras and 
| George P. Skouras. 


Weis Settles 


Atlanta, March 14. 

Fred Weis, operator of the Savan- 
nah theatre, Savannah, Ga., settled 
his $250,000 damage action last Mon- 
day (13) against Lucas & Jenkins 
and the eight major distribution 
companies, a day ahead of the sched- 
uled opening of the trial in Federal 
court. 

Understood that under the terms 
of the settlement, the Savannah the- 
deal on 
for al- 
leged damages suffered. 

Federal Judge Robert L. Russell 
signed an order yesterday dismissing 
the case following an agreement of 
counsel for both parties. . 

The Savannah theatre brought the 
suit in August, 1938, alleging mo- 
nopoly and conspiracy to. monopo- 
Jize on the part of Lucas & Jenkins 
and New York distributors. It 
charged the Savannah theatre had 
been prevented from _ obtaining 
films and asked for damages of 
$250.000. 

Defendants, in addition to Lucas & 
Jenkins, were Paramount Film Dis- 
tributing Corp., Vitagraph, Inc., 
Loew’s, Inec., RKO-Radio Pictures, 
Inc., Columbia Pictures Corp., Uni- 
versal Film Exchange, Inc., United 
Artists Corp,. and 20th Century-Fox 
Film Corp. : 

A similar suit, in which .$350,000 
damages is being asked, is pendin 
against Lucas & Jenkins. It was filed 
by Mion & Murray, Inc., operators 
of Little Five Points, East Point and 
Decatur theatres, Atlanta, neighbor- 
hood houses. 


POSTPONE BIOFF TAX 


HEARING UNTIL SEPT. 


Los Angeles, March 14. 


Hearing on the Federal indici- 
ment charging Willie Bioff with 


‘evading $85,000 in income taxes was 


Florence , 
B. Koerber, | 


postponed to Sept. 4 at the request 
of Charles Carr, U. S. Attorney. 

Bioff. now serving a 10-year sen- 
tence for racketeering, is designated 
as a witness in a forthcoming Gov- 
ernment case in N. Y. 


Jane Wyatt Returns To 


Under district examination by Saul | 


forth-| —, Rogers, general trial counsel for 
will the plaintiffs, 


Peskay offered verbal 
and written evidence purporting to 
show that Prefect had made a num- 


ber of attempts to procure 
iclearance for his theatres over 
nearby houses operated Port 


, Agnew of Paramount: 


Chester, WN. Y¥.. by 
brothers. 


the Skouras 


| 
film } 


Although Peskay testified his firm | 


had offered to pay double the Port 
Chester prices, he stated his efforts 
resulted only in a brushoff that kept 


him on a merry-go-round for an ex- | 


tended period of time. Among those 
whom Peskay: claimed to have con- 
tacted were Jules Levey, 
manager of RKO: Abe 
general manager of Columbia: 
liam Seully, eastern district 
ager of M-G-M: Austin C. 

vice-president of Paramount: 
Kelly, vice-president of United Art- 
ists; Joseph Moscowitz, Loew exec: 
Lou Ascott, film industry 
tive. 


man- 
Keogh, 
Arthur 


Rogers stated that film execs who 
have been subpenaed and who will 
be called in the course of the trial 
include Nicholas M. Schenck and J. 
Robert Rubin of Loew’s: 
net (RKO) and John J. O'Connor of | 
U; Nate Blumberg of Universal: Neil | 
Abe Montague | 


lof. Columbia; Gradwell Sears, Joseph | 


J. Unger and Carl Leserman 
United Artists. 


volves possible treble damages, 


representa- 


Ned Depi- | 


gener ral | 
Montague, | 
Wil- | 


Pix for Grant Starrer 


Hollywood. March 14. 


Jane Wyatt returns to the screen 
for one of the two femme teads op- 
posite Cary Grant in “None But the 
Lonely Heart” at RKO. 

Actress recently retired temporar- 
ily from the films for motherhood. 


Studio Contracts | 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Janis Carter's player option lifted 
by Columbia. 


Abraham Polonsky inked writer 
pact with Paramount. 
Paul Burnford renewed as direc- 


tor at Metro. 

Val Raset optioned as dance direce 
tor at Columbia. 

Robert Kent inked writer 
RKO. 

John Auer’s producer-director 
tion lifted by RKO. 

Bob Walker handed player ticket 
by Metro. 

Felix Bressart drew 
tract at Metro. 

Helen Deutsch renéwed as w 
at Metro. 

Constantin Bakaleinikoff renewed 
as head of RKO music department. 


pact at 


player con- 


riter 


Leslie Brooks’ player ticket re- 
newed at Columbia. 
Gordon Oliver's actor option 


lifted by David O. Selznick. 

Mel Ferrer renewed as dialog di- 
rector at Columbia. 

Frank Latimore, going into the 
Army next week, signed a post-war 
player contract with 20th-Fox. 

Gordon Oliver inked new player 
pact with David O. Selznick. 

Jeff Donnell’s glayer option picked 
up by Columbia 

Rosemary La 


Planche’s minor 


of contract with RKO approved by 


| court. 
Defendants in the suit, which in- | 


clude 20th-Fox, Loew’s, RKO. Para-| 


Universal, Vitagraph, 


lumbia, United Artists, Skouras The- | 


atres Corp., ‘Fox’ M-tropolitan Play-+ by Paramount. 


Raoul Pene Du Bois inked art di- 


in- *rector ticket at Paramount. 


Olga San Juan’s player option 


lifted by Paramount. 


Valmere Barman, of 


the stage, 


a 


loca 
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Petrillo Demands Standby 


Full 


Faced with a sudden surprise de- 
mand of James C. Petrillo, president 


of the American Federation of Musi- 


cians, that standby orchestras be em- 
ployed on a fulltyne basis in all stu- 


dios on the Coast, producers are ex- 
pected to vigorously resist this at- 
tempted innovation. Petrillo wants 
the Metro, Paramount, Warner and 
20th-Fox studios to maintain standby 
outfits of 35 pieces each, with orches- 
tral crews of 30 for RKO and 25 for 
Columbia, Universal and Republic. 


Without any advance warning, the 
pombshell on standby bands fell into 
producer-studio labor negotiating 
ranks Monday (3) in N. Y., when 
the delegation convened with repre- 
sentatives of the AFM as well as six 
other international unions signatory 
to the basic agreement to discuss a 
new contract retroactive to Jan. 1 
last. 

With most of Monday (13) con- 
sumed in wrangling with the AFM, 
the producer greup was not able to 
get around to any other internation- 
als excepting the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
from whom considerable trouble may 
be expected including a likely juris- 
dictional 
and the IATSE over television. Mean- 
time. the IBEW has put in a claim 
for an extra 10% increase, claiming 
it is entitlad to this boost since the 
studios gave the precision machinists 
such a raise. Producer group is re- 
ported taking the view the IBEW has 
no just claim to a 10% rise for that 
reason and is likely to fight it bit- 
terly. 

In addition to a probable jurisdic- 
tional battle over television, reported 
that a similar tussle looms between 
the Carpenters and Property Makers 
on one hand and the IBEW and 
Sound Technicions on the other. 

26 1A Proposals 

Following a week of wrangling 
between producer-studio groups and 
representatives. of the IATSE over 
joint demands in behalf of 11-IA 
studio locals, agreement was reached 
Friday (10) on some_ proposals, 
among the 26 presented, while others 
were flatly rejected by the studios 
and still others remain open for 
further discussion. In latter 
gory are questions of vacations and 
sick leave, with pay. Producers are 
vigorously resisting this, not only 
because of the precedent established 
but also because the IA wants to 
place vacation-sickleave provisions 


on a studio-wide basis, with offtime 


to be due regardless of whether an 
employee works steadily at one stu- 
dio or among two or more. Around 


20,000 employees are involved, with | 


battle between the IBEW) 


cate-| 


25-35 Men 


Charges RKO Play Theft 


Charging piracy of his copyrighted 


+> 


and RKO Corp. Monday (13) in N.Y. 
federal court. 

Suit seeks accounting of profits 
from the motion picture “Weekend 
for Three,” produced and distributed 
by the defendants. 


Boffo Draw, Not Workday, 
Actor Wage Basis, Says 
SAG in Rule 33 Battle 


Hollywood, March 14. 

Boxoffice appeal, not the number 
of hours he works, is the basis of a 
film actor’s value, according to the 
Screen Actors Guild, in its answer to 
Warner's injunction suit over the 
| filming of 
filed in Superior Court. SAG denied 
j the charge that it had interfered 
| With the production of the picture, 
and reaffirmed its previous offer of 
waivers on Rule 33 for all players 
who wish to appear in the produc- 


forced to appear in “pressure pic- 
tures” at reduced compensation, and 
charged that Warners had hoped to 
get cooperation of “all branches of 
the motion picture industry,” in ad- 
dition to the SAG, in the making of 
a commercial picture. 

Star players, the Guild answer de- 


their appearance in a motion picture, 
which salaries are based on the 
amount of profit which such actors 


are able to earn for the producers |} 


who employ them. The amount of 
| such profit does not depend upon 
| the number of hours, days or weeks 
| which such actors work in the pro- 
| duction of a motion picture, but 
| upon the fact that they appear in 
| the picture and the resultant draw- 
ing power at the boxoffice.” 
Filming of “Hollywood Canteen” 
was stopped when the Guild invoked 
| Rule 33 and Warners instituted the 


| injunction suit. 


AMUS, STOCKS 11TH 
"TN FEB’S VALUES 


While the market values of stocks 


} is 4 j - 
whole matter being somewhat com-, listed on N. Y. Stock Exchange in 


plicated due to part-time workers. 


The IA wants one week's vacation | 
with pay for 800 hours of work and 
far 


two weeks for 1,600, while so 
unions are demanding minimum of 


12 days a year sickleave, to be ac- 
cumulative, but before there is any 
agreement on the 12 days, if coming, 


$100,000,000 in value 
during February as compared with 
this year, 
group 11th 
list of 31 groups. Amusement group's 
| of Feb. 29 


| creased about 


January the amusement 


was from the top in a 


aggregate value as was 


no discussion has been gone into as’ of these shares on the Stock Ex- 


to maximum 
be considered. 


sickleave that 


Producer group has agreed upon a} at the 
flat-salaried em-) 
ployees but the request that*Sunday 
be considered the seventh day was 
week 
In agreeing to one day off} between $53 and $61 average price 
insisting it can be any) 


six-day week for 


denied 
figures, 
weekly but 


where a guaranteed 


might 


change was $22.51. 
| The average price of shares listed 

end of February for all 
groups was $32.51, meaning that pic- 
ture company were below 


issues 


ical companies and rubber 


in the past month. 


day instead of Sunday, studio reps. 


however, approved the provision 
that the day must be specified so Pars ‘Lady Sold At 50 409 
that an employee always knew what ‘Sullivans’ With ‘Jane 


was his day off. 


It was also agreed 


nioh 
n 


ght to the following midnight !n-| 
Stead of from 6 p.m. as had been! 


that Sundays 
and holidays would be from 12 mid- 


Starting to sel! “Lady in the Dark.” 
following its pre-release openings in 
keys, P nount 
straight 50°, 


is demand- 


the 


several lia 
aS agalnst 


ing a 


' usual top of 40° asked for the big- 
sought especially for Christmas addition, salesmen 
Ne 4 | ger pict it 

New Year's. Another point on which 
are S@C@KI! prov sions contracts 
reached, by the TA, hi or thar the 1] ual time 

+} ng for more than P Usui tim 
deals with the standby clause. As 
r | } es 1 Picture is bel 0 d for dati: 
ue ult, unde a new contrac t, when n a large number of situations 
an employee is dismissed for the 


day, he must be told if he’s to work 


the following day or not. 

A request for minimum 
Which would have varied among 11 
locals was rejected flatly. 
into as yet, 
basis 
by 


met 
Studio 


with 
reps. 


complete turndown 
Unions had de- 


manded payment of half-hour’s pay 
if 10 minutes overtime was worked 
and an hour if a minimum ‘of 35. 


minutes had been put in. 


crew 


Also. | 
while no wage scales have been gone 
demand that overtime 
be placed on half-hour or full-hour 


Easter week. when it 
lerally available. Company does not 
plan holding it back in any territory. 

Originally refusing any deal 
{cept at 40°;, 20th-Fox has reallocat- 
ed “The Sullivans” and is now Offer- 
ing it to non-sharing accounts as a 
so-called “top flat.” Picture is blocked 
with “Jane Evre,” the two being sold 
under one deal. 


as further talks in connection with 
vacation-sickleave pay, is sched- 
| uled for today (Wednesday) when 


Question of zone definition and; the producer-studio contingent meets 


working conditions when en distant 
location, plus meal periods, as. well, 


again with the IA bunch. Matter of 
| wage increases may also.come Up. 


play, “Cocktail Wives,” Harold L. | 
Hingston, playwright, filed suit 
against RKO Radio Pictures, Inc., 


“Hollywood Canteen,” | 


tion at less than their customary 
salaries. 

Guild restated its determination 
to protect its members from being} 


clares, “have esiablished salaries for | 


$521.491,820 while the average price) 


average. Some groups such as chem- 
ranged | 


becomes gen- 


eXx- | 


Jean Arthur, Lee Bowman 
In Col.’s ‘Impatient Years’ 


Hollywood, March 14. 

Jean Arthur and Lee Bowman 
draw top spots in “The Impatient 
Years,” to be filmed by Columbia as 
Bowman’s first under his new term 
contract. 

Irving Cummings doubles as pro- 
ducer and director, with Virginia 
Van Upp doubling as scripter and 
associate producer. 


Screening Delays 
Arouse Squawks 


The growing habit on the part of 
some distributors to throw shorts or 
newsreels .n with tradeshowings of 
features for exhibitors-buyers 
the press, is not only causing com- 
plaint but. in the opinion of sources, 
may further discourage attendance 
at such screenings. 

While ordinarily it is presumed 
advantage is taken to get people to 


cases at scheduied screenings of fea- 
}tures they .are thrown on to await 
| the arrival of late-comers. 
that, but frequently some inportant 
| circuit head or buyer phones to hold 
up a screening because he has been 
detained and all others, there on 
time, are thus forced to wait it out. 
At a major N. Y. screening last 
week, one which drew an extremely 
large crowd, a two-reel short was 
first thrown on the screen, délaying 
the scheduled showing of the feature 
everyone came to see for 25 minutes. 
On another recent occasion when a 
full house turned out to catch a new 
feature, newsreels as well as shorts 
were tossed on the screen, which 
with a late start even for the shorts, 
caused a delay of nearly an hour. 
Exhibitors, buyers and others com- 
plain that when this is done or 
screenings are late, their appoint- 


are interfered with. This forces 
some to walk on the picture before 
it’s over. 


| Switching Pix 
| In one case a few weeks ago, a 
distributor set official tradeshowings 
of two pictures on the same morning, 
' one to follow the other. Picture No. 
'] was slated, and so advertised as 
| well as scheduled on invitation no- 
tices, to go on at 10:15 a.m., ata N. Y. 
exchange, while No. 2 was to im- 
mediately follow at 11:30. 

because the buyer 
one of the larger eastern circuits, 
who arrived early, wanted to see 
Picture No. 2 and not No. 1, the dis- 


| However, for 


rib reversed the runnings. Thus, 
those who had come at 10:15 to see 
Film No. 1 at that time, had to sit 


through No. 2 first. Also, those who 
showed up at 11:30 to see the sched- 
uled No. 2 film then, found that it 
had already been shown. This in- 
cluded a film buyer for the Army, 
who like others raised howls. 


| 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Whiteman 
orchestras, 
Frisco 3elle 
the filmusical, 


Republic. 


Paul 


strong 


and Louis Arm- 
as well as Joe 
Baker, are set for 


“Atlantic City,” at 


Studio is angling for a number of 


ture which goes into work late in 

| April. Ray McCarey directing and 
| Albert J. Cohen producing. 

Belle Baker’s Nitery Dates 

Belle Baker will break her jump 

west for the tlantic City” (Rep) 

film chore by pftayirg Las Vegas, 

Nev and also go Floren- 

e Gard Hollywood, April 16 

j rectly after she 


Parsons’ ‘Cottage’ Job 


Hollywood, March 14 


RKO assi¢ned Harriet Parsons the 
producer chore on “The Enchanted 
Cottage.” based on the old stage 

| piece by Arthur Wing Pinero. 

Play was used as a starrer for 
Richard Barthelmess and May 
McAvoy in 1924. De Witt Bodeen is 


doing the screenplay. 


and | 


Metro Plans to Sell Reissues For 


First Time; ‘America As Roadshow; 


Rodgers Outlines Policies in Chi 


New Unit for ‘Bobby Sox’ 


Hollywood, March 14. 
New film production unit was 
formed here by E. H. Kleinert and 


look at newsreels or shorts, ia some | 
| are reported to have cooled towards 


Not only | 


ahead 


'dom House. Simon & Schuster and 
others, 


Irving Vershell to make “Bobby Sox 
Brigade” for PRC. 

Kleinert formerly produced shorts 
for Paramount and Vershell was 
previously associated with the pro- 
duction of stage plays. 


N.Y. Pubs and Agents 
Reported Cooling On 
M-G 256 Book Prize 


Some N. Y. publishers and agents 


the proposed submission of manu- 
scripts for the Metro Book Award 
on grounds that it would entail giv- 
ing Metro first choice of stories 
of other companies. Pub- 
lishing trade also looks askance at 
tying up properties for 60 days 
while the selection for the award is 
being made. 

Execs of Doubleday-Doran, Ran- 
and agents such as Brandt 
& Brandt, in talks with various film 
companies, have denied that they 
intend to subscribe to the award 
proposals. 

While the Metro entails 
payment of a prize of $25,000 to a 
publisher, it is pointed out that pub- 
lishers usually receive a portion.of 
the revenue from the sale of film 
rights to books, ranging from 10 to 


ments, train schedules or other plans | 


| the 
| clause whereby, if a book is selected 


25%. 
The Metro Award 
moment, include 


proposals, at 
an escape 


By FRANK MORGAN 
Chicago, March 14. 

Metro, which has frowned upon 
reissues for many years, may go inte 
the field at the suggestion of numer- 
ous exhibitors throughout the coun- 
try. William F. Rodgers, M-G v.-p. 
and general sales manager, told the 
assemblage at the company’s business 
session being held at the Blackstone 
Hoiel. 

If plans now under consideration 
are put into effect, the company will 
take four of their greatest pictures 
each year and include them in the 
sales program, releasing them as new 
subjects and selling them as new 
product. Films suggested by the ex- 
hibitors include “David Copperfield,” 


“San Francisco,” “Tugboat Annie.” 
“Boomtown,” “Dinner at Eight.” 


“Mutiny on the Bounty.” “Captains 
Courageous” and “Sequoia.” A com- 
plete list of accessories will be made 
up for each picture and series would 
be known as M-G-M Classics. 
Seventh M-G Block 
Opening meeting yesterday (Mon.) 
Rodgers remarked that he was cele- 
brating his 35th year in the film busi- 
ness. He announced titles of the sev- 
enth block, the smallest block in a 
year. They are “Andy Hardy’s 
Blonde Trouble.” “Gas Light,” “Meet 
the People.” “Three Men in White.” 
and “Two Girls and a Sailor.” all of 
which will be released in May and 
June, probably in the order named. 
Rodgers predicted stardom within 
a year tor June Allyson, who ap- 
pears in “Two Girls and a Sailor.” 
Three big pictures will receive spe- 
cial marketing and handling. Indica- 
tions are that “America,” which will 
not be ready for another three to five 
months, will be roadshown. Con- 
tracts for “White Cliffs of Dover” 


as the best submitted but is not 
made into a film by Metro, a pay- | 
ment of $25,000 only is to be made | 
to the author instead of $100,000 | 
plus a sliding scale on book sales 
not exceeding $50,000 additionally. 


REVIVED TALK ABOUT U 
COMMON ON BIG BOARD 


With Universal Pictures common 
on the N. Y. Curb Exchange hitting 


a new all-time high of 2334 in trad- | 


ing, last Monday (13) Wall Street 
heard revival of reports that the 


stock would be switched to the N. Y. 
Stock Exchange. If U stock goes on 


the Big Board, it will mean every 
major picture company would be 
represented on the N. Y. Stock Ex- 
change. 


Fact that the company showed net 


WHITEMAN, ARMSTRONG, 
VAUDERS IN REP PIC 


other vet vaude players for the pic- | 


profit of $6.57 per common share, 


and “Dragon Seed” will eall for ad- 
vanced admissions. 

“Tunisian Victory” will be handled 
separately from other contracts. the 
main objective being for immediate 
and wide distribution with clearances 
waived in all cases. Plan to-set ap- 
proximately 12,000 play dates within 
four months. 

Because of the increased costs of 
coming pictures a drive will be made 
for longer playing time. Rodgers said 
that “B” product would be entirely 
eliminated from the sales program 
by next season, 


Louis Mayer’s Talk 
Chicago, March 14. 
Stopping off on his way back to the 
Coast from New York, Louis B. 
Mayer told of the production prob- 
lems that have beset Metro since the 
death of Irving Thalberg, with the 
further difficulties represented 


best showing in its history, and has | 
its financial household in best order | 
since beginning its simplification 
makes a moveover to the Big Board 
a logical one for Universal. 


2 Distribs Deny Allied 
Prez Penalized on Deals 
14. 


holds 
next | 


Minneapolis, March 

When North Central Allied 
its annual election of officers 
month, Donald Guttman, present 
president, will not be a candidate 
for reelection. Reason for di 
to take office others is trou- 
ble experienced by Guttman in mak- 
ing film deals for the circuit of w! 


inclina- 
tion Dy 
lich 


he’s general manager—trouble which 


he attributed to his North Central 
Allied activities | 

However, Guttman says that the 
reason he’s stepping out is the fact 
that he anticipates an early call to 
the armed service and wishe more 
time to get his personal affairs in 
o1raeil, 

The two fi} comp ( M-G and 
20ih,. which were particularly singled 
out by Guttman in connection with 


film buying difficulties, denied 
phatically that North Central Allied 
affairs had anything to do with the 
matter. The Harry Dickerman cir- | 
cuit, which Guttman manages, finally | 


| succeeded in making a Fox deal. 


LARRY KENT JOINS SKOURAS 


York 
Larry 
Spyros 
had ar- 


Word was received in New 
vesterday (Tuesday) that 
Kent, executive assistant to 
|Skouras, 20th-Fox prexy. 
rived safelv in England 
Kent will sit in with Skouras in 
huddle with J. Arthur Rank over 
there. 


| 


DeMille’s 20th Dances | 
Hollywood, March 14. | 
Agnes DeMille has been signed to} 
direct dances for “Where Do We Go} 
From Here,” 20th-Fox musical in| 
Technicolor. 
Ira Gershwin and Kurt Weill are} 
currently working on the score for | 
producer William Perlberg. 


| consideration of 


em- 


through the loss of Clark Gable, 
James Stewart and Robert Taylor, 
He also referred to the scheduled in- 
duction of Mickey Rooney. 

Mayer said that Metro had met the 


problems through the creation of 


| new personalities and the develop- 


ment of production manpower, leav- 
ing the company in a strong position 
despite wartime complications. 
Rodgers stated today that the time 
is fast approaching when film rental 
terms will be caleulated only after 
the 


operating ex- 
| penses of a theatre. 
| This conclusion came as a result 


| of a two-day analysis of every ter- 


ritory in the country, in which the 
opinion of all Metro field forces was 


| sought. 

The average exhibitor, Rodgers 
believes, expects only a fair dealt 
and that it would only be fair to 
five consideration to |} problems, 
among which, of course, house ex- 
penses are of first importance. 

If an exhibitor’s expenses are nor- 
mal, Rodgers said, and if } opera- 
tion is efficient, there is no reason 
why his problems should be mini- 
mized. Rocgers said that a frank 
approach would eliminate much o? 


debate commonly involved in mak- 
ing deals. 


Indie’s Pix Plans 


Richard Eichberg, a former Con- 
tinental producer-director, has ac- 


quired film rights to two stories by 
team of Ingrid Evans and Larry 
Selby. No distrib deal set yet. 
Yarns are “Immortal Rivals,” deal- 
ing with Georges Bizet, and “Oc- 
casionally Human,” based on the life 
of James McNeill Whistler, the 
painter. 
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Wednesday, March 15, 1944 


HAVE YOU EVER READ 


musical reach the 
fact, one would 


Overflowing with all elements for widest pop audience 
reaction, COVER GIRL is standout entry for heavy 
grosses and holdovers in all runs. VARIETY 


*) <A peak achievement...threw preview audience into an 
uproar of appreciation! MOTION PICTURE HERALD 


*® COVER GIRL ranks among very best filmusicals of all aN 
times! HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 


A field day for showmen. Headed for the higher brackets. 
THE EXHIBITOR 


Will send the boys into ecstasies. Will delight the ladies 
noend. FILM DAILY 


30 ARIETY 
; 
é 
S 
| 
| 
4 
| 


| __ wees lay, March 15, 1944 


and away the best 
reen several seasons 


ALL-TIME BEST! 
BOXOFFICE 


~ Sure attraction! A very stunning show! 
| SHOWMEN’S TRADE REVIEW 


Rich in its promises for exhibitor and patron...they’ll go ! 
for it. But big. MOTION PICTURE DAILY | 
One of the most gorgeous musical dramas ever invented. 

* A box office smash. DAILY VARIETY 
Truly great entertainment. Marks milestone in screen 
musical history. INDEPENDENT 


“RED CROSS DRIVE! COLLECT EVERY PERFORMANCE 
EVERY DAY. MARCH 23rd THRU 29th.” 


li 

t 

| 

Or 


FILM REVIEWS 


Wednesday, March 15, 1914 


White Cliffs of Dever | 


Metro-Goldwyn-Maver release. of Sidney 
Franklin preduction. Stars Irene Dunne 
ere Alun Marshall; features Frank Morgan, 
McDowall, Van Jehnsen, C. Albrey 
Dame May Whitty, Clays Cooper, 


lare Alice Fave, Betty Grable, Car- 


men Miranda. Dick Haymes, Phil 
Silvers and George Jessel for selling 
assistance. plus the Jimmy Dorsey 
band. which does a swing number ef- 
fectively and backgrounds in other 


* Tine | spots for spec cialties. 
Clits.” by Alice Duer Miller, with  % There isn’t much story to “Four 
tienal pertry bye Robert Nathan; adapts yi except for charting the move- 
tie Claindine West, Jon Lustig and | 
Froeschel, Previewed in N. Y¥.. March 8, ments of the Francis-Landis-Raye- 
"44. Running time, 126 MINP. Mayfair troupe and the love interest 
Susan Ashwood................Irene Dunne tacked on principally so far as Miss 
John Aten Mershall | Dandis and Miss Mayfair are -con- 
Hiram Porter Dunn Frank Morgan ' cerned. Former is paired with Dick 
Haymes, while Miss Mayfair ulti- 
Smith | mately lends John Harvey. Miss 
Xan May Whitty | Raye and Silvers strike a_ similar 
Jean Ashwou chord, Speaking of the story, Carole 
Seung man "Sonn Warburton Landis authored a “Four Jills” series 
Be wine .....dill | in the Satevepost (which IS addition- 
Itrenda Forbes | ally good exploitation. incidentally), 
Mrs. Bland...... es Norma Verden | put the screen play is not of her 

: doing. 

A poignant love story commingled 
with the tragedies that come froin | ales 

ar, “The White Cliffs of Dover” is | 2¢U0n, ooking hic 
irl who | Crooner Haymes, who is making his 
the saga of an American gitl who | first film appearance—anad screenin® 


went to-England for a vacation in 
1914. fell in love with a title, learned 
to love Eritain and remained there 
to go through World War I and see 
the coming of the second. Boxoffice 
potentialities being great, this one 
will command top rentals and ex- 
tended dating. It’s superlative enter- 
tainment and in England, inciden- 
tally. should be outstanding 
grosser as it will be on this side. 

Based on the Alice Duer Miller 

vem, “The White Cliffs,” the picture 
a among other things, a powerful 
but intelligent approach to a better 
understanding between the English 
and the Yanks. 

Strongly a woman’s picture but not 
singularly for them only, picture is 
much more a distillate of romantic 
elements than it is of war. Actual 
war scenes are held to a minimum. 


As the story opens, Irene Dunne. a | 


Red Cross supervisor in an English 
Army hospital, is awaiting the ar- 
rival of casualties from what osten- 
sibly was the Dieppe raid. At her 
desk, prepared for a heavy load of 
iniured soldiers, she begins to muse 
&bout the white cliffs and the first 
time she saw them as a young girl 
on her arrival in England back in ‘14. 

From this, the action cuts back to 
that time and carries Miss Dunne 
through her marriage to Sir John 
Ashwood (Alan Marshall). her grief 
over his loss in the first World War, 
and finally to the second which 
claims their son. 

At the end, it is Miss Dunne’s son 
who's among the casualties brought 
to the hospital, while outside Ameri- 
can and English soldiers are on the 
march, with bands playing, same as 
oecurred in World War I when Miss 
Dunne, her baby boy in arms. joy- 
fully cheered the arrival of Yanks 
in Dieppe when the strains of “Over 
There” added to the thrill that she 
was an American. 

Miss Dunne gives an excellent per- 
formance. as does Alan Marshall, 

laying her husband. while Roddy 

icDowall stands out sharply as their 
son. Peter Lawford plays the boy 
when it comes time to enter the 
service. For pungent comedy relief 
there are Frank Morgan. C. Aubrey 
Smith and to a lesser extent Dame 
May Whitty. Van Johnson, young 


American in love with Miss Dunne, | * 


does not get much footage bit per- 


forms ably, as do Gladys Cooper, | 


John Warburton and others. 

Sidney Franklin’s production back- 
grounds and impressive settings give 
the picture a stable framework. 
while Clarence Brown’s direction is 
ef the most compctent order. Char. 


Four Jills in a Jeep 
(MUSICAL) 


Twentieth Century-Fox release of Irving | 
production, Features Kav Francis, | 
Carole Landis, Martha Raye, Mitzi Mayfair, 
Dorses John llarvey, 
Phil Silvers, Die Haymes, Alice Fave, 
Betty Grable Cormen Miranda, George 
fesse], | ter Matthews, Glen Lanegan and 
Paul Warvey, Directed by William 
Seiter Story, Froma Sand and Fred Nible 
Ji piation, Robert kil Helen Logan 
Snag Wer songs, Jimmy MeHugh 
Hareld Adamson: editer, Ray Curtiss: 
ern Marley nad Fred Sersen 
Previewed in N. March 9, ‘44 Running 
BY MINS 
Kay Franela...... Hlerseli 
MM: i Mayfair... -llerself 
Dorsey Orchestra....... Themselves | 
"Fed W --.dolm Harves 
Lieut. Dick Ryan Diek Hoavmes 

Cap Lester Matthews 
‘ } Siey t Longan 
v lhe . Winift ! 
Seo B.S. Pull 

The USO tour made by Kay 


Francis. Carole Landis. Martha Rave 
and Mitzi Mayfair, which took them 
first to England and thenee into 
North Africa, provided the inspira- 
tion for this one. While pleasing and 
diverting. plus having good pace, pic- 
ture is far from socko and may not 
be relied upon te do outstanding 
business. However. the exploitation 


boys have plenty to work with. sinee | Waits for No One,” 
the “Four Jills” of the title afford | and Charlie Tobias. 


opportunities. Also, there are plenty 
of names as an aid. , 

“Four Jills in a Jeep” records 
some of the girls’ experiences away 
from fire, and under it, too, but 
mainly dwells upon the laughter and 
entertainment the Hollywood quar- 
tet brought to the fighting fronts. 
In addition to the top foursome 
around tvhom the film is built, there 


| period 


acceptably, too—sings three new 


Jimmy McHuch - Harold Adamson 
Inumbers. “How Blue the Night.” 
i*You Send Me” and “How Many 


-Times Do I Have to Tell You.” Last- 
' mentioned is the best of the threc, 
| while the other two listen agreeably. 
Another new one, “Crazy Me,” sold 
well by Miss Lendis, lands well on 
the ears. 

Old sones include “Cuddle Up a 

Little Closer.” rendered by Miss 
Grable: “You'll Never Know,” sung 
lby Miss Fave: Carmen Miranda’s 
|“Ay, Ay, Av.” with a Latin string 
group backing, and Miss Raye’s old 
favorite, “Mr. Paganini.” with the 
|clowning thrown in. The Grable- 
i Faye-Miranda numbers are cut into 
the picture through broadcasts, with 
Jessel acting as m.c. for one that 
emanates from Hollywood and _ is 
tuned in at an army base in England. 
Miss Mayfair does two tap routines 
that click as well as some jitterbug- 
cing with soldiers. Entertainment 
halls at Army camps and a home in 
London where a Red Cross benefit is 
held form the background for the 
numbers done on the other side. 

Lizht comedy is supplied mainly 

by Silvers and Miss Raye. Former, 
as a sergeant driving a jeep and as- 
signed to transport the four USO en- 
tertainers. does an exceedingly good 
job and wrings as many laughs from 
his part as possible. Miss Francis acts 
as chaperone for the 
girls, all turning in nice jobs. John 
Harvey acquits himself acceptably, 
as do lessers like Lester Matthews, 
Glen Langan and Paul Harvey. 
Char. 


| 
| 


(SONGS; PART COLOR) 


. dack Carson, Irene Manning: fen- 
tures S$. Z. Sokall, Marie Wilson, Robert 
Shayne.* Directedt by David Butler. Screen- 
Sow Hellman, Richard Weil, Francis 
Swann amd James Kern: eriginal by Weil; 


cataera, Arthur Baicsou; editor, lrene Morra; 
songs 
Clif ami Charlie Tobias: music di- 
lorbstein. Tradeshown in 


Il. A. Mareh ®, “44. Running time, 
MENS, 
aay Ann Sheridan 
J No Dennis Morgan 
The t Carson 
|} Blaneh Manning 
| ‘ Minrie Wilsen 
Panee The Four Step Bros, | 
Gad George Rovers 
cb y Chas. Johnsen 
Walter Pietilla 


| Warners started out to make this a 
| cinematic life story of Nora Bayes; 
what's on the screen is something 
| else again. To those vets of show biz 
| with memories, the presentation does 
| not jibe with historical facts, but 
|; the customers will accept “Shine On 


Tarvest Moen” just another back- 
|} Stage drama, with songs, for mod- 
|crate attention. Picture needs full 


theft of Ann Sheridan 
| Morgan, 

Footage, hitting 111 minutes, is 
overboard. Result is inclusion of too 
many incidental episodes which, if 
| eliminated, would have speeded tem- 
| po considerably. However, there are 
number of individually interesting 
; sequences. 


| Aside from recalling memories of 
backstage and pop songs of the 1910 
including a number of tunes 
popularized by the Nora Bayes-Jack 
| Norworth team-—film drops into reg- 
ulation backstage formula. In addi- 
tion to display of old pop tunes—sev- 
eral written and introduced by Bayes 
jend Norworth—‘“Apple Blossom 
Time in Normandy,” “Every Little 
Movement.” “What's the Matter With 
| Father?” “Pretty Baby.” and “Harvest 
| Moon”). picture presents two new 
| numbers by M. K. Jerome and Kim 
|Gannon. “I Go for You” and “So 
|; Cumb But So Beautiful,” and “Time 
by Cliff Friend 
Latter is best 
candidate for radio plugs, with “I Go 
jfor You” a good tune for novelty 
| band arrangements. 

Miss Sheridan displays a good 
soundtrack singing “voice” for solos 
and harmonies with Morgan. Latter 
smacks over his vocal assignments in 
fine style. as docs Miss Manning with 
four tunes. Jack Carson and Marie 
Wilson team for presentation of the 


| 


Miniature Reviews 


“The White Cliffs ef Dever” 
(M-G). A top grosser with a 
fine cast headed by Irene Dunne 
and Alan Marshal. 

“Four Jills in a Jeep” ‘ Musi- 
cal) (20th). Moderately pleas- 
ing. 

“Shine On Harvest Meon” 
(Musical) (WB). Cinematic 
biog of Nora Bayes; nominal 
biz for regular runs. 

“Buffalo Bill” (20th). Joel Mc- 
Crea, Maureen O'Hara, In super 
western on Bill Cody's career; 
stalwart b.o. in most spots. 

“Hi Good-Leoking” ‘U) 
(Songs). Okay comedy-drama 
for duals. 

“Sailor's Holiday” (Col). Ar- 
thur Lake in an at-times funny 
dualer, 

“Califernia Joe” (Rep). Well- 
paced dual westerner with his- 


other three | 


Shine On Harvest Moon. 


Los Angeles. March 10. 
Warner Bree. of William Jacobs 
prodnet bow Stors Ann Sheridan, Dennis | 


kim Gannon; 


and Dennis! net Gorge is 


torical background. 
| comedy number, “So Dumb But So 
| Beoutiful.” 

| Morgan and Miss Sheridan excel- 
‘lently team to maintain interest in 
| their characterizations, and pair gets 
major support from Miss Manning, 
Carson, and Miss Wilson. S. Z. Sa- 
| Kall, Robert Shayne. William David- 
sen. and Bob Murphy (formerly - of 
vauee) are briefly seen in support. 

| Aiter black and white photography 


till final 10 minutes, picture swings 


|into Technicolor for “Follies” pro- 
'duction number with dancing en- 
semble and chorus girls, and the 


| Four Step Brothers are on for a few 
|minutes jo perform a _ scarecrow 
dance. Setting gives opportunity for 
extended and visual presentation by 
Morgan and Miss Sheridan of “Har- 
vest Moon.” Direction by David But- 
ler is standard, although he gets 
plenty out of the cast members de- 
spite script deficiencies, Walt. 


Buffale Bill 
(COLOR) 
Herry A. Sherman 
Me Crea, Maureen 


release of 
preluction., Stara Joel 
(Vitars, Linda Darnell: features Themas 
Miiche'’l, Kdgur Buebenen, Anthony Quinn, 
Nrected by William A. Wellinan. Sereene- 
Aenens MacKenzie, Clements Ripley, 
‘ccile Kramer; based on stere by Frank 
} Winch; camera, Leon Technicolor 
rector, Natalie Kalmus: editor, James B, 
‘ 
| 


‘ 


Sark. Trodeshiown in N. Y., March 10, 
Running time, 9@ MINS, 


Coady Maureen () Hara 
| Dawn Darnell 
Ned Thomas Mitchell 
Sergeant Chips..... - Meigar Buchanan 
Yellow Anthens Quinn 
Senator Moroni Olsen 

(Jenerni ..-Mait Briggs 
Mr. George Lessev 
Pall } ..Chief Many Treaties 
Hlarse Chief Tundercloud 
|} Theodore Sidney Blackimer 

} Belil Merrill 
io lt m We n Talvumbie Dupea 
| Primarily escapist fare, “Buffalo 


| Pill” is a super-western and often a 
|tear-jerker. Filming it color 
|}against colorful outdoor panorama, 
| Harry A. Sherman has made it a 
magnificent production, one calcu- 
lated to ring up strong grosses in 


;most keys. Film has innumerable 
angeles for ballvy. Marauee lure is 
plenty evident with Joel McCrea, 


| Maureen O'Hara, Linda Darnell and 
| Thomas Mitchell. 
| Those familiar with the story of 
William F. Cody may wonder why 
| this cinema version did not lay more 
fa ss on his career as a showman 
|and less en his romance and wedded 
ilife. But few residents of Cody, 
Wyo., Council Bluffs or the Platte 
river country will find fault with the 
weep of the redskin-white man 
strugele done so skillfully by Diree- 
,tor William A. Wellman. 

Head-on battle between U. S. cav- 
alry and Chevenne tribe at War Bon- 
the siory’s focal point, 

with Buffalo Bill. famed scout and 

friend of the Indian. becoming the 
yarn’s hero in man-to-man combat 
‘with his former redskin pal, thereby 
|enabling the remainder of cavalry 
troop to arrive in time to defeat the 

Indians. For this. Buffalo Bill is 

awarded the Congressional Medal of 
| Honor, after which he goes east, to 
| be greeted first as a fabled hero and 
| then ‘discredited because he antag- 

onizes a railroad magnate. He finally 

lands a job as a sharpshooter in a 

N. Y. museum and ultimately be- 
comes world-famous with his wild- 
west show. 

Ovtstanding and particularly un- 
usual in such an outdoor opus is the 
}sound recording. Wellman has di- 
rected evenly for dramatic values. 


| However. the humorous angle need 


;not have been so neglected. Leon 
| Shamroy’s cameraing topflight, 


while Natalie Kalmus deserves bends 
for her tinting. 

Joel McCrea makes a realistic Buf- 
falo Bill. Maureen O'Hara. as the 
daughter of a senator who goes west 
to push through a railvoad line. and 
later weds McCrea, is satisfying. 
Linda Darnell, the Indian school- 
teacher who loves Cody. has too lit- 
tle to do but does that little with 
charm. Thomas Mitchell is the east- 
ern newspaperman who authors 


books about Buffalo Bill's fame in 


the west and acts as his promoter 


when he visits the east. Per usual, 
a shipshape characterization. 
Sergeant Chips is played by Edgar 
Buchanan. Few funny lines are tossed 
his way as the sole humorous char- 
acter in the piece. Anthony Quinn, as 
the young Indian chief, plays the role 
to the hilt. Okay support is headed by 
Moroni Olsen, George Lessey and 
Matt Briggs. Merrill Rodin, a voung- 


ster, has a small bit that registers | 
solidly. Wear. 
Hi Good-Lookin 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, March 10. 
Iniversal release of Frank Cross poodues 
on. Directed by Bdward Lilles Soreen- 
vay, Paul Gerard Sainith, Bradford Ropes 
nd Mugene Conrad Stars Smith Cumera, 
deoveme Ash; editor, Zane Dre sv ieweed 


n projection room, March ¥, ‘44. Running 


tone, G0 MENS. 


King Casth Kin (rant 
Phyllis \ n Austin 
.. Mousey Woight 
Gib Krank Fenton 
Homer Hariacre..... Robert Eannett Keane 
Ozzie Nelson and His Orchestra 


Jack Teagarden and His Orchestra 
Delta Hhythm 
Tip, Tap and Toe 


“Hi Good-Lookin’” is a diverting 
programmer that will adequately fill 
in as supporter on duals. In addition 
to passable plot there’s a dozen song 
and orch numbers. 


Kirby Grant, newcomer from radio, ! 


shows screen possibilities first 
camera appearance. He has pleasant 
personality, displays ease in front of 
the camera and sings several songs 
in good style. Harrict Hilliard is 
okay lead, teamed with Grant for 
harmonizing of four songs: while Ed- 
die Quillan, Betty Kean and Fuzzy 
Knight handle the comedy. Ozzie 
Nelson’s orchestra is in for fast- 
tempoed renditions, and Jack Tea- 
garden’s group makes one brief ap- 
pearance. Delta Rhythm Boys click 
with fine arrangement of “Paper 
Doll,” and Tip, Tap and Toe deliver 
one dance turn. 

Story unfolds around radio biz in 
Hollywood. Miss Hilliard arrives 
from the midwest for singing pitch, 
falls for radio vocalist Grant and 
uses latter in click tryout on small 
station. On account of bigtime com- 
mitment, he’s anonymous, but team- 
up proves success when pair are 
grabbed as “replacement” for Grant 
when latter’s option is not lifted by 
sponsor. 

Picture rolls along at a consistently 
fast pace to provide diverting amuse- 
ment for the customers, with adirec- 
tion by Edward Lilley responsible 
for the zestfui tempo. Wait. 


Sailer’s Heliday 


Columbia release of Wallace MacDonald 
production, Stars Arthur Lake: features 
Jane Lawrence, Bob H mes, Shell Win- 
ters and Lewis Wilson Directed by Wil- 
liam Rerke. Sereenplay, Manny sett: 
niusie director, M. W. Steleff: editor 
Borofsky; camern, arnett 
Brooklyn Strand, week of Merch % "44. 
Running time, 60 MINS, 

Marble Head Tomkins......... Arthur Toke 
Clementine Brown......ccccs Inne Lowrenee 
MacDonnle 
Assistant Director......... .. Buddy Yarns 
Remake Whale... Ceerge Ford 


“Sailor’s Holiday” is a sometimes 
humorous dualler. 

Thread of a plot deals with two 
engagements that are broken be- 
cause each party has fallen in love 
with someone else. But not before a 
tour of a film studio, Columbia, is 
made showing scveral stars in per- 
son and pictures being produced. fol- 


southern gal who turns against the 
seekers of personal glory. provides 
the other half of the romantic in- 
terest. Wally Vernon is the comic 
relief, while the appearance of 
Twinkle Watts, child iceskating star, 
on a pony instead of gliders seems 
somewhat incongruous and a waste 
of talent. Turo. 


Hospital Circuit 


Continued from page 1 Se 


fogel, as president of USO-CSI. is 
adamant on the proposition that the 
post-war soldier, while hospitalized, 
must be wel] taken care of, diverted 
and amused while convalescing. 

None the less, as Lastfogel is pre- 
paring to return more intensively to 
his agency duties, this signalizes a 
noteworthy career which he under- 
took exactly two weeks before Pearl 
Harbor, or in November, 1941, when 
he set about to organize USO-Camp 
Shows for U. S. trainees. From this 
stemmed the off-shore units, now 
snowballing into even more exten- 
sive proportions which will be cli- 
maxed by the “Invasion Circuit,” as 
the Continent opens up. 

Bu: even beyond that, the Hospital 
Circuit already is assuming stature 
for the war convalescents. But so 
well organized are things, with 
Lawrence Phillips as executive v.p., 
and with responsible aides in Holly- 
wood, London and elsewhere, that 
Lastfogel fecls he can safely start to 
unload some of the burden, although 
he will never cut himself loose even 
50%. 

2 Units Now on Tour 

Two units headed by name artists 
already have gone out on the hose 
pital cireuit. Ed Wynn started Mon- 


day (13) at Walter Reed hospital, 
Washington, while Gene Kelly 
opened with his unit last week in 


New England. 

Expected that the American Thea- 
tre Wing will participate in hospital 
shows, too, probably financing its 
units. Wing proposed doing this 
some time ago and the idea was wel- 
comed by USO, latter suggesting that 
the two war service outfits team in 
presenting those shows. If that plan 
is worked out hospital units will 
carry equal billing by USO and 
Wing. 

Units now touring will cover 
major base hospitals between the 
Atlantie coast and the Mississippi. 
Kelly will be out three weeks, re- 
turning to Hollywood (Metro) 
thereafter, while Wynn will stay out. 
at least four weeks. With Kelly are 
Charles Stewart, Katherine Vernon, 
Charlotte Frayne, Russell Delmar 
and a pianist. With Wynn: Wini 
Shaw, Paul Lavare and _ Brother, 
Dinah Lure, Paul Hill. Mike Oliveri 
(accordionist). Schedule is such 
that after shows play Red Cross can- 
teens or camp auditoriums, specials 
then go through the wards. Each 
unit has a company manager. 

USO Victory Shows when appear- 
ing in camps also play nearby hos- 
pitals when that is possible, giving 
extemporaneous entertainment but 
such hospital visits average only one 
per month, 


lowed by a fire, a fight and a love | 


affair. 

Arthur Lake. Bob Haymes and 
Lewis Wilson, as merchant mariners 
on the loose in Los Angeles: Jane 
Lawrence, who went to the Coast 
from the Broadway cast of “Okla- 
homa.” and Shelley Winters. from 
the Broadway “Rosalinda.” breeze 
through in accepted slapstick style. 

Sten. 


California Joe 


Republic release of Kddy White produe- 
tion. Stars Don “‘BMed’’ Barry; features 
Wally Vernon, Helen Twinkle 


Watts, Brian (Hara, Terry Frost, Directed 
by Spencer Bennet. Screenplay Nerman 
Hall; editor, Harrys Keller 
ernest Miiler At New York thenis 


week of March 7, °44. Running time, 
MINS. 

Lt. Joe Weldon Don Red’? Barry 
Tumbleweed Smith........... Wally Vernen 
Delancey Cartaret... : Brian OHara 
Col, Burgess.... Ward Karle 


Well-paced hoss opera with a Civil 
War background, “California Joe” 
won't let the westerner clientele 
down and adequately fills the bill as 
a supporting dualer. 

_ Story deals with a Union cavalry 
lieutenant whose mission is to thwart 
a group of rebel sympathizers. 
Switch in the plot is that the South- 
erners are themselves being double- 
crossed by their leader. who wants 
to set up a personal empire. Don 
Barry, as the Union of cer in mufti, 
is rough, tough and cijual to all oc- 
casions, while Helen Talbot, as a 


Negro War 


Continued from page 1 ——— J 


of the film industry represents an 
evasiveness On an imporiant 
ject; that the filmgoing public has a 
right to see the Negro in his true 
light, as a vital adjunct to the armed 
forces. 

Attitude of the Board, in decry- 
ing the policy of Hollywood toward 
the Negro troops, was brought to 
light after the membership witnessed 
a special showing in N. Y. last week 
of the new War Dept. short on the 
Negro soldiers’ contribution toward 
winning the war. The Board an- 
nounced it would actively support a 
maximum showing of the picture 
and urge the War Activities Com- 
miitee to refrain from a neutral at- 
titude on the vital subject. 

The Board points out that on the 
basis of recent evidence presented 
to it, only three newsreel clips in- 
volving Negro troops have been 
showing in U. S. theatres; one show- 
ing a Negro soldier guarding a hen 
coop, another concerning a_ jjitter- 
bug contest in Australia. Only the 
third was of a serious nature, depict- 
ing the 99th Pursuit Squadron. 


sub- 


Florey’s First Feature 
Hollywood, March 14. 
First director job for Robert 
Florey under his new contract at 
Warners is “Henrietta the 8th.” a 
filmusical. 
Robert Buckner is producer, with 
Dennis Morgan and Irene Manning 
as co-stars. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Pass Vanities Boffo $31,000, Chi; 
‘Eyre’ 256, ‘Govt. Girl 236, Both Big 


Chicago, March 14. 
return of climate biz 


(4th wk) and “Timber Queen” 


films are “Gov ernment 


“Escape to Danger" 
“Purple Heart” 


is ‘at smaller United Artists, with and “Week- 


: $25.000. is standout of newcomers. 


Nice $13,000. Last week 


gs and boosted prices, big $24,000. 
Esquire (Fox) 30-65)—“Pur- | 
We nd Pass” 
Vanities on stage is boff $31 000, ‘and | 


sec ond stanza of * 


Last week “Bernadette” (2 
»| boosted prices and earlier openings, 


‘Whata Woman” 
with stage show 
Pat rieia Morison, should gi ner trim 


Estimates for This Week 
_ Apollo (1, 200: 50-85 ‘Ra- 
and “Aldrich, 
Good $10.000. 
»k, Lorraine” 
“Minesweeper” 


“Tender Comrade” 


tido all 


a’ (U) and “Casanova Burlesque” 
show headed by Patricia Morison (2d ; 
Solid $42,000. Last week, 
week “Fighting Seabees” 


(900; 50-85 ‘None 
(Col) (8d wk). 
Last weck, smart $13.000. 


Shall Escape” over, nice $3,500. 


= Ho’ Sock $27,000, 
Philly; ‘Russia’ Ditto, 
‘Bernadette’ $25,000, 3d 


Philadelphia, 14. 


(3,200:- 40-85) 
— Weekend Pass” (U) and Ear! Car- 
$31.000. Last week, ‘ 
‘ Top at- | after 
Forrest on stage. strong $28,000. tractions are “Gung Ho” “Song lw eek at Warner. 
“Guy Named Joe” 
mosnadethe® also are in coin. 
Estimates for This Week 


and “Song of 
Fine $23.000. Last 


$25,000 after bangup $26,500 last ses- 


$14,000. Last week, 
(600; 35-75)— 
State-Lake (B&K) (2.700; 75- 
—'Bernadette” (20th) (2d wk). 
United Artists (B&K) (1.700; 50-85) 
yre’ Brilliant $25.- 
. Last week, “Girl Crazy” ? 
, grand $14,000. 
(Essaness) (1,200; 50-85)— 
“Crime School” ri 
ion” (WB) (reissues) (2d wk). | 
Neat $11,000. Last week, nice $14,000. 


GUNG HO’ 156 
IN MILD D.-C. 


Washington, March 14. 
With few outstanding new entries 
and many holdov ers, grosses ro 


in second run. 

35-75 )—"Song 
Despite panning 
. nice $23,000 plus good $4,000 


Earle (WB) (2,760; 35-85) —“Swing | 


and D’Artega orch on stage. 
factory $22,500. 
way Tomorrow” 
7 ak orch, fine $23,400. 

35- 75). — -“Gung 
Smash $27,000, 


(RKO) and Charlie 


(1,000; 35-75) 


’ (Rep) bright $7,800 for sec- 


Keith’s (Goldman) (2.220; 35-75)— 


pooper total at Keith's, | Opened Sun- 


est of new crop. 
vaude at Capitol, looks mild, aa 
slugged by crix. 

Estimates for This Week 


“Jack London” 
day (12) and hurt by rain. 
Last week “Curie” 
, neat $6,500 for s 


iu gged by crix, with mild $2.04 000 in | 


35-75) —“Guy | 


at $25. 000 afer big $32,000 in ad- | 
$4.500 on one-day at 


“Song Russia” 
»| dition to husky 


Earie (WB) (2, 240; 


Mild $17, 500. Las week, good $22. 500. iF 
$17 .600 on opener. 


‘UNINVITED’ RUGGED 
$17,000 FOR BALTO 


Strong list of new 


e. Last week 
(RKO) (3d wk). 


(WR) (1, 800: 30- 55) — | 


Tender Comr: | 


(Loew ) (2.242; 30- 


films this week. 


‘tra-solid at Stanle 


Comrade’ 1626, | 
‘Heart’ $16,000, 2 Spots 


“Purple Heart” 
pointing side with a modest 
total for both Denver and ap 
Estimates for This: 


Estimates for " 
(Loew 


fe ring too well 


| 17-66)—" Rooki es Bur ma” 


| credit for one of bigges t weeks he: re | 
fancy $22,000. 


at ng Denv er, “Tender ‘Comrade” 


(RKO) and vaude 
“Casanova Bur- 
| 55)—“Uninvited” (P. 
windup of 18 days | 


(1,040: 30-635)— 
\ after week at 
“Bie $6,000. Last week “Girl | 
“Escape to 
after a week at the} 
nice $5,500. 


(1.240; 25-50)— 


“Swing Blues” Average $4.- 


(1,750; 30- 60) 


—"Miracle Morgan’ s Creek 2d ‘top town. Last weck, “Gung Ho” 


wk). Holding up well at $4,500 after 
tine $6,300 first sesh. 
New (Mechanic) (1,680: 55-$1. 
“Bernadette” (20th) (4th wk». 
ed fourth round yesterday 
after good $12.200 third stanza. 
Stanley (WB) (3.280; 20-60)—"\ 
acle Morgan’s Creek” (Par). 
| ing $20,000. Last week. “Our 
(WB) (2d wk), steady $12,900. 
Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1.480; 17- 
Named Joe” (M-G) move- 


) 


Time 


over). Big draw at $7,000 after — vara 

rweeks at downstairs Century Last 
week. “3 Russian Girls” (U A), mild 
$3.400. 


‘Heart’ Stout $14,000, 
Pitt; ‘Marseille’ Nice 


Pittsburgh. 

Biz not much more than fair 
week, with the weather and 
“Purple Heart’ is banging out a 
strong session at Harris. Penn has a 
weakie in “Song of Russia.” Stanley. 
| back to straight pix for a month, will 
right with “Passage to Mar- | 


March 14. 


| seille.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-60)—Jane 
Eyre” (20th) (2d wk). Fairly. satis- 
| factory $6,500.’but doesn’t rate third 
| week. but house, short on product. 


| will hold through Friday (17). Last 
| week. trim $11,000. 

Harris (Harris) (2.200: 30-60)— 
“Purple Heart” (20th). Newspaper | 
gang really went to town for this 
one. Nice $14,000, and holds. Las st | 
week. “None Shall Escape” (Col) 
n.s.h. $9,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 30-60)— 


“Song Russia” (M-G). Crix panned 
Looks mild $13,000. Last week, 
“No Time Love” (Par), fine $17,000. 


Ritz (WB) (800, 30-60)—"“Guy 
= Named Joe” (M-G) 4th wk). Here 
fortnight at Penn and single 


Still satisfactory 
Last week, “Good Old 
$4.100, all right tor 


at $3,000. 
Davs” (Indie), 
small-seater. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-60)— 
“Made. for Each Other” (UA) and 
“Star Is Born” (UA) (reissues). Stout 
$3,500. Last week, “Calling Dr, 
Death” (U) and “Spider Woman” 
(U), $3,200. 

Stanley (WB) (3.800; 30-60 )—*Pas- 
sage Marseille” (WB). WB deluxer 
back to straight pix until April 7 on 
account of shortage of stage attrac- 
tions. “Passage” didn't fare so well 
on reviews, 
or more. Last week. “In Our Time” 
(WB) and Shep Fields orch 
Smiley Burnette, neat $21,500. 

Warner (WB) (2.000; 30-60)—"“No 
| Time Love” (Par). Moved here from 
Penn, ordinary $5,500. Last week, 
| “Guy Named Joe” (M-G) (3d 
‘healthy $7,500. 


‘Children’ 226, B’klyn 


Brooklyn. March 14. 
Standouts this week in downtown 


sector are Fabian Paramount with 
“In Our Time” and “Henry Aldrich, 
Boy Scout.” Strand also is strong 
with “Uninvited.” 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3.274; 35-75) — 
“North Star” (RKO) and “Never 
Dull] Moment” (U) (2d wk). Pleas- 
ing $17,000. wast week, first-rate 
$24,000. 
| Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 35-75) — | 
“Where Are Children” (Mono) and | 
“Timber Queen” (Par) (2d wk). 
| We ek ended Monday (13) at heity 
| $22,000. Third week for “Desert 
| Song” (WB) and “Klondike Kate” 
| (Col), sturdy $17,000 

Metropolitan (Loew's) (3.618; 35- 
75)—"“Guy Named Joe” (M-G) and 
“Beautiful. But Broke” (Col) (2d 
'wk), Stout 317,000. Last week | 


- | bangup $35,000. 


Paramount (Fabian) (4.020; 35-75) 


an Our Time’ (WB) and “Ald- | 
| rich, Boy Scout” (Par). Dandy $24.- 
000. Last week ‘Miracle Morgan's 
Creek” (Par) and “Hands Across | 
| Border” (Rep) (5th wk), good 
| $18,000. 
Strand (WB) (2,952: 35-75)—"‘Un- 
vited” (Par) and “Sailor’s Holi- | 
it Strong $8.000. Last week 
re areer Girl” (PRC) and “What 
Man” (Mono), modest $6,000. 


| weekdays, 
| come tax bite, 
ever effect Lent may 
|on Saturday and Sunday 
| tide of trade was generally strong. 


176, ‘Russia’ N.G. 136 


vis 
I | had the backing of a good, all-around | 
“| publicity - advertising - exploitation 


but — robust $17.000 | 


plus | ing. 
| 


wk), 


| London” 


;sock $95,000: 


tually 
amazing 


| as 


| (Thurs.), 


Bway Variable: Heart’-Basie-Bruce, 
Mostel Wow 1026, ‘Harvest -Morgan 


536, Arms’ Sock 1156, 


Business has been below normal 
; for downtown N. Y. film houses on | 
due no doubt to the in- 
with what- 
be having, but 
(11-12) the 


together 


Only two new pictures put into 
port during past week, “Purple 
Heart and “Shine On, Harvest 


Moon.” Former is the stronger and 


campaign, plus an eyeful in the large 
front put up by the Roxy. At the 
theatre with Count Basie. Carol 
Bruce and Zero Mostel, on stage, pic- 
ture accounted for a terrific $102,000 
on first seven days through last night 


(Tues... “Shine On” is also effec- 
tively answering to the campaign 
put on at Strand for an excellent 


$53,000 on first week, holding. 
Morgan orch is on stage here. 
Holdovers ire led by the shows at 
the Music Hall and Paramount. “Up 
in Arms,” a smash for the Hall, is 
likely to get $115,000 this week, its 
; second, while “Lady in Dark,” 
Xavier Cugat orchestra, Dean Mur- 
phy and others brought the Par a 
mammoth $95,000 on third frame, 
ended Monday night (13). 
Second-run State appears good at 
$29, 000 or over with “Song of Rus- 
sia” and Walter O'Keefe, Ray Eberle, 
others, in person Three openings 
are ‘slated for today, “Ladies Coura- 


Russ 


geous” (Criterion), “Ali Baba and 40 
Thieves” (Palace) and “Voice in the 
Wind” (Victoria). 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (Loew's) (1.140: 55-$1.10)— 
“Lifeboat” (M-G) (10th-final week). 
Off to $15,000 on ninth stanza 


ended Monday night (12), albeit fair 
profit. while eighth was near $18,000. 
“See Here, Private Hargrove” (M-G) 


preems Tuesday night (21). 
Capitol (Loew's) (4.820: 55-$1.10) 


—Bridge San Luis Rey” (UA), Will 
Osborne orch, Larry Adler and Four 


King Sisters (2d wk). Light at $46,- 
000. “Chip Off Old Block” (U) opens 


tomorrow (Thurs.), stage show hold- 
Initial seven days short of $60,+ 
satisfactory. 
(M-G) due Thursday 

Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 35- 
$1.25) —- “Ladies Courageous” (U) 
opens here today (Wed.). 
days for “Standing Room 
(Par) very good at $23,000, 


(23). 


Only” 
while 


second lap grossed near to gant | billed here as 


for excellent. profit on engagement. 
Globe (‘Brandt) (1,416: 
“Uninvited” (Par) (4th-final wk) 
Being turned out though still strong 
at $17,000 this week, picture’s last! 
here, while third round hit $23,000. 
Hollywood (WB) (1,499: 44-$1.25) | 
—Passage Marseille’ (WB) (5th! 
wk). Down a peg to $22,000 
fourth week ended last night} 
(Tues.), while previous frame was! 
$27.200. suitable profit in both cases 


femains indefinitely. 
Palace ‘RKO. (1,700; 35-$1.10)—) 
“Ali Babi” (U) goes on machines 


here this morning (Wed.), day ahead 
of schedule. Final six days of “Jack | 
(UA) $15,000, light 
as first week was only $20,000, 
disappointing. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 44-$1.10) 
“Lady Dark” (Par), Xavier 
orch, Dean Murphy, others (4th wk). | 
Continues mighty, third week | 
| throug h Monday night ‘13) hitting 
second week was $109.,- 


000, largest holdover figure any 
| Show has hit here 
Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- | 


lers) (5,945: 55-$1.65)—"“Up in Arms” 
in 


holdover 


slack at all 
draught, first 
sion looking a sensational 
against $118,000 for initial 
days. Begins third week 
with “Cover Girl” 


no 


(Col) 


‘Jane Eyre Sturdy 13/66, ‘Time 106. 


Indianapolis, March 14. 


: A solid diet of heavy fare is re- 
|sulting in a slight case of boxoffice 
indigestion at deluxers this week. 
=| “Sane Eyre” is going big at the In- 
<,| diana, but “None Shall Escape.” at 
| Loew's, is comparatively as strong 


at this smaller house. 
Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2.800; 
Our Time’ (WB) and 
Time Johnny” (U). Average $10,000. 
Last week. “Casanova Burlesque” 
(Rep) and Ear) Carroli’s “Vanities” 
(65c top), trim $15,500. 


Indiana (Katz- Dolle) (3.300; 30-50) | after big first week at Indiana. 
*‘Hatcheck 
to 


(U) 


—‘Jane Eyre” (20th) and ° 


Honev” (RKO). Sturdy $13,500, 


iin four-day 
| “It's Love Again” 
; $0-so $4.100 for same run. 
| Loew's 


30-50) 
“Swing | 


;and “Moonlight Vermont” (U), 
| $14,000. 
Keith’s (Indie) (1,200: 30-55)— 
“Iraq” (WB) and vaude. Solid $5,000 | 


run. Last week, “Iraq.” 


(Indie) and vaude, | 


30-50)—| 
(Col) 


(2.450: 
E scape” 


(Loew's) 
“None Shall 
“Klondike Ki ite” 
Last week, “Guy Named Joe” (M-G) 
(3d wk), fine $9,100. 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1.600: 30-50)— 
“Gung Ho” (U) and “Moonlight Ver- 


mont” (U). Fair $4,500 on moveover 

Last 
week. “Tarzan’s Desert Myvystery” 
(RKO) and “Battle Russia” (20th) 


(Ist run), bangup $8,500, 


next slated here, probably to be held 
back until around Easter 


Cat People” 
_Off considerably, 


(20th) (8th wk). 
| big at $49. 000 for se\ enth M eek ende 
{ed last night 
ceding stanza 


(6th) $32.000. 


Purple Heart” 
orch, Carol Bruce and 


first seven days 
bringing wham $102,- 
week “Sullivans” 
Martha Raye 
, $54,000, under 


‘rs. Outlook is for $29,000 


Morgan's Creek” (Par) (2d run? 


with | 


and Russ Morgan orch. 

Ray Hutton 

Three Stooges, fair enough $36,000. 
Victoria (Maurer) (720 


Concluding six days 
> 


managed = $7,500, 
while initial week went to $12,500, 


TADY WHAM 
226 MPLS. 


Minneapolis, March 14, 
Reopening of Radio City 


4,000 more seats for loop with * 
“Heavenly Body” | j 


* took sock total on 
This is the former ] 
With Tommy 
‘a. Virginia Weidler 
offerings and 
“Jack the hione 
is holding up w ell. even 
Jast week's stout 


Final eight | Tucker's or- 


35-835) — 
i Sons.” 
Estiinates for This Week 


“Whis pering Footsteps” 


' $2,000 in five 


“Butler’s Sister” 
where- | r excellent $20,500 
quite) fortnig} 


Gopher (P-S) (1,000: 35). 


Cugat| 5 


Orpheum (P-S) 
(20th) with Tommy Tucker 
ginia Weidler, others, 
| (RKO) an@ stageshow (2d wk). Vir-| + 
this one’s: 
SeS- 
$115.000, | 
seven 
tomorrow | 


Gray orch on stage, 


sock | 
Good $2. OOO ait 
bris x $3,000 first week. 


HITCHCOCK’S NEXT 


his return here last 
(Col). Nice $11,000. | week from England, will be the ffs 
of Francis Beading’s 


and | 


Joseph Cotten and is set 
production in May. 
leaves N. Y. 


wife and daughter. 


a 
4 


iit 
~ 
iv 
hill 
| 
p (Za WK) Ine $11,000 zast week 
Gi! 595 20 | 
fi! i f 4 
| 
bi quire Ber- (2d-tinal 
$40,000 in second | nadette With earher open- tho Ke 
a or over; first week, 
fine $12,300 
Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092: 75-$1.65 
big $4,500. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2.595: 30-65) Roxv (20th) (5,886 55-$1.10).—~ 
RKO) and “Me: if] 
aisie 
on Mind” (PRC) Big $16.500, and Zero Moste! aot 
holds Last week “Curie” (M-G), (2d wk) Outstanding  biz-vzetter 
$14,800 here, 
Paramount (Fox) (2.200: 30-50)— night a 
“Gung Ho” (U) and “Chan Secre | 000 ai 
days. and “Rationing” (M-G) andj} Service” (Mono) (2d wk). Good at (4th 
“Aldrich” (Par). 3 days, about same, | $8,000. Last week, dandy $11,000 lin per Hi 
Chicagé (B&K) (3,900: 50-85) } Rialto (Fox) (878: 30-65)—‘Ali | passable. i 
| State (Loew's) (3,450: 35-$1.10+— 
Song Russia” (M-G) (2d run) avd, 
en stave Walter O'Keefe Ra 
| Eberle, 0th( 
“Beautiful, But Broke’ (Col), move- lor over, sturdy Last wee! Miracle af 
. ) Blue Barron orch, reso 
Grand (RIS OU: $35,000 i 
oc CeK 4001 “ol rr 
Shine On, Harvest Moon WB) 
Snug $8.000. Last week, “Tarza ( t ( 
Desert Mysterv” (RKO) and “Si 
tan’'s Daughter” (PRC) (2d wi 
ditto d ¢ 
“Voice in Wind” (UA) opens here 
ltoday (Wed), 
|on holdover for “No Greater Love” ; 
| 
| | big. 
time Johnny” (U) (2d wk), strong | Aldine .(WB) (1,303: .75-$1.10)— 
$21.000 “Bernadette” (20th) (3d wk). Sock | | 
Roosevelt (B&IC) (1-500; 50-85) | | 
“Desert Song” (WB) (4th wk).! ston, AimoOSst Capacity DIZ al a | 
j 
} 
. 
Lady 
| 
holdove Weel 
an Aster (Par-Singer) (900: 20-30)— 
stout $9,000. Last week “Fighting Voodoo Man (Col) and “Darling 
Stoul sas > ( ementine (Rep), fi da 
Seabees (Mono) and 
e Viillio 
Dollar Kid” (Mono) and “S t Z 
Col) sal tory 
( - 
cond Century (P-S) (1,000 40-55 
In Our Time’ (WB) (3d wk). Pa “Ss 
$16 RO ( eet 
p Va e I Ve i 4 | la $1 500 
$91 500 Stanley WB 
— Lyric 
Stanton I 
( $7.000 
ety 
Last 7 Where A ( ) 
( rade orld P Ste 
re. 
| 10) ; 
So 
$11.0 
40 7 eves” (U) and 
lesque” (Rep), afte a: 
quire, nice $6,500, 
| “House of Dr. Edwards, Dav 
otal. O. Selznick. Picture feature 
| (Hicks) | go into 
air $3.600 th hi 
ii 
\ 
» 
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Wednesday, March 15, 1944 


DANNY KAVE 


“Danny Kaye belongs in the ranks of 
the great comic specialists of our day." 
—Kate Cameron, N. Y. Daily News 


“Danny Kaye is terrific and so is ‘Up 


In Arms’. 
—Frank Quinn, N. Y. Daily Mirror 


“Danny Kaye is superbly funny.” 
—Howard Barnes, N.Y. Herald-Tribune 


** ... Introducing Danny Kaye... In 
this, his first picture, he shoots the 
works.” —Archer Winsten, N. Y. Post 


“If you never have seen Danny Kaye 
you have one of the most fantastic 
experiences of your theatre-going life 
ahead of you.” 

—Alton Cook, N. Y. World-Telegram 


“Danny Kaye's comedy is fresh... his 
crazy, funny, double-talk songs are 
no less amusing on the screen than 
on the stage.” 

Eileen Creelman, N. Y. Sun 


“Gay comedy, lilting. music, decora- 
tive choruses — and Danny Kaye.” 


—Rose Pelswick, N.Y. Journal-American 


“Danny Kaye's debut in film of truly 
momentous significance . . . an explo- 
sively funny picture." —McManus, PM 


who has discovered more 
movie star personalities 
than any other individual 
producer, has now 
discovered the greatest 


DANNY KAVE 


‘A million laughs...After this picture, 
Danny Kaye will be known. to every 


fan in America.” 


—Louella O. Parsons, L. A. Examiner 


“Danny Kaye is a sensation in his film 
debut... ‘Up In Arms’ is Goldwyn at 


his best.” 


—Harrison Carroll, L. A. Herald-Ex press 


“The devotees of Kaye thundered 
their appreciation . . . his efforts truly 


brought down the house.” 


—Edwin Schallert, L. A. Times 


‘Premiere established 
Danny Kaye as the most 
astonishing comedian of 
the era .. . he has no 
equal.” 
—Virginia Wright, 
L. A. Daily News 


“THE MOVIE IS A HOWL.” 
—Life Magazine 


“ “UP IN ARMS’ IS A JOY FOR- 
EVER . . . DANNY KAYE STARTS 


OFF ON THE TOP RUNG OF THE 
LADDER.”  —Liberty Magazine 


“Up In Arms’ is a honey... Danny Kaye 
is perfect.” 
—Hortense Morton, S. F. Examiner 


“Danny Kaye is on his way, and it looks as 
though a place with the top comics of the 
country is in the bag.” 

—M. ].; S. F. Chronicle 


‘Danny Kaye is no less sensational than 
his advance notices . . . makes one long 
laugh of the Goldwyn extravaganza.” 


—Fred Johnson, S. F. Call-Bulletin 


“Dig up all your superlatives for ‘Up In 
Arms’... After audiences see Danny Kaye 
there will be no praise left for the rest of 
Hollywood." —Emila Hodel, S. F. News 
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Wednesday, March 15, 1944 


“" DANNY KAYE - DINAH SHORE - DANA ANDREWS 
CONSTANCE DOWLING and the gorgeous GOLDWYN GIRLS 


Associate Producer DON HARTMAN « Directed by ELLIOTT NUGENT 


Original Screen Play by Don Hartman, Alien Boretz and Robert Pirosh 


Released Through RKO RADIO PICTURES, INC. : 
Sengs by Harold Arlen & Ted Koehler—Sylvia Fine & Max Liebman 
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Wednesday, March 15, 1944 


Len ows Mont’l, Bu 
‘Phantom Lady’-Herman Tall $28,500, “crazy Hot $8300 


Cincinnati, March 14. 

t All major stands are in clover cur- 


rently. “Ali Baba” is the bell ringer 
at the Grand, while the Palace is 
trim with “Up in Arms.” Albee is 
tall with “Phantom Lady,” lauded 
by crix, and Woody Hermans band 
topping stage fare. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-85)— 
“Phantom Lady” (U) and Woody 
Herman orch, others, on stage. Crit- 
ics gave pic more bells than any 
ether one shown here in,current 
combo stretch. Herman crew also 
lauded. Tall $28,500. Last week, 
“Sing Jingle’ (U) and Tommy Dor- 
sey orch, sky-high $43,000 for Cincy’s 
all-time record. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 75-$1.10)— 
“Bernadette” (20th) (4th wk). Run 
extended on strength of Academy | 
Award to Jennifer Jones. Hypoed to 
okay $9,000 for eight days. Last 
week, stout $11.000. “Bridge San 
Luis Rey” (UA) announced for 
March 18. 

Family ‘RKO) (1,000; 25-35)— 
“Swing Out Blues” (Col) and “Re- 
turn Rangers” (Col) split with “Voo- 
Man” (Mono) and “Riders 
Deadline’ ‘UA). All right $2,600. 
Last week, “Devil Riders” (PRC) and 
“So's Your Uncle” (U) divided with 
“Hara Kiri’ (Ind) and “Married 
Murderer” (Ind), about same. 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 35-65)—“Ali 
Baba” (U). Hefty $11,000. Last 
week, “Snow White” (RKO) (2d wk), 
eight days. hotsy $9,000 after house- 
record $17,000 on kickoff. 

Keith’s (United) (1,500; 35-65)— 
“Guy Named Joe” (M-G). Second 
switch for third downtown sesh. Big 

7.500. Last week, “Tender Com- 
rade” (RKO) (3d run), nice $5,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-65)—“Up 
in Arms” (RKO). Trim $14,000. Ditto 
last week for “Jane Eyre” (20th). 


Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 35-65)— 
“Jane Eyre” (20th). Moveover. Neat 
$6.000. Last week. “Guy Named 


Joe” (M-G) (2d run), smash $10.000. 


NOW KASS PLANS NEW 
NEWSREELER IN D. C. 


Washington, March 14. 

Garfield Kass, operator of the 
Chevy Chase Ice Palace, who bought 
the Lotus restaurant site in down- 
town Washington for $1,000,000, is 
planning a newsreel theatre for the 
eite. 

The 14th street location would be 
opposition for the Trans-Lux, diag- 
onally across the much traveled 
highway. When the War Production 
Board releases steel and other con- 
\g stuction material for civilian build- 
P ing, he plans to erect an eight-story 
structure, with newsreel house on)| 
the ground floor. 

Last week Cass bought the site of | 
the Arcade market on upper 14th 
sireet in the Mt. Pleasant section, 


War Films 


i Continued from page 25 


played to less than half the approxi- 
mately 19,000 dates which “Ser- 
geant York” got. “Casablanca” has 
chalked up over $3,000,000 in rentals 
so far, with repeat bookings since 
the Academy Awards likely to bring 
an additional $200,000 or more. “Air 
Force” has grossed around $2,000,000, 
“Action in the North Atlantic,” about 
$2,000,000; “Watch on the Rhine,” 
likely to wind up with $2,000,000 in 
first year; “Edge of Darkness,” $1,- 
600,000, while “Northern Pursuit,” 
“Background to Danger” and “Mis- 
sion to Moscow” are estimated total- 
ing $3,500,000. 

Four out of Metro’s 16 top grossers 
were war films hitting a combined 
total of approximately $10,000,000. 
“Random Harvest,’ Metro’s top 
grosser for the year at $5,000,000 to 
date, surpassed “Mrs. Miniver”™ by a 
small margin and is now being 
topped, according to b.o. reports 
from cross-sections of the country, 
by “A Guy Named Joe,” which is 
hitting a pace calculated to net over 


$5,500,000 in rentals. Other war 
films on list of Metro’s biggest gross- 
ers were “Stand By for Action,” 


“Bataan” and “Reunion in France.” 


Seven out of RKO’s 17 top grossers 
were in the war film category, with 
a take of around $10,900,000. Big- 
gest grosser on the RKO schedule 
was “Hitler’s Children” at over 
$2,800.000 already in the strong box 
and $3.000,000 likely. “Behind 


ready in, is a $2,400,000 grosser. 
“North Star” is now figured at 
around $1.500.000 in rentals; “Bomb- 
ardier,” $1,200.000; “Fallen Sparrow,” 
$1,000,000; “Flight for Freedom,” 
$1,000,000, and. “This Land Is Mine” 
around $800,000. 


Fox were war pictures with “Crash 
Dive” getting approximately $2.400,- 
000; “Guadalcanal Diary,” $2,000.000; 
“Immortal Sergeant,” $1,800,000; 


Down,” $1,200,000, for a total of over 
$8.800,000. 

Four out of Paramount's seven top 
grossers were war films. Apart from 
“For Whom the Bell Tolls’ ‘(now 
variously estimated likely to gross 
from $6,500.000 to $8.000,000), which 
is not included, three’ pictures— 
“So Proudly We Hail.” “China” and 
“Five Graves to Cairo” are estimated 
at over $6,000,000 in rentals. 

Two United Artists releases, “Stage 
Door Canteen” and “In Which We 


which contains a large dancehall. | 
Recently he announced plans for 18} 
neighborhood theatres, located in all| 
desirable parts of Washington, in 
direct competition with Warner Bros. 
A Canadian motion picture exhibi- 
tor, well supplied with cash, is said 

* io be a pariner of the Washington 
operator. 


N.Y. Fire Dept. Tougher 
Now on Smoking Edict 


Theatre operators in the Greater | 
N. Y. area, who have been warned 
of rigid regulations by the local 
Fire Dept., which of late has 
cracked down in many directions, 
are taking extreme precautions to 
watch customers who smoke _ in 
parts of theatres where it’s not per- 
nitted. Many light up on leaving 
non-smoking sections of theatres, or | 


in lobbies on going out, this being | 


a Fire Dept. violation’ and subject | 
to fines. 
According to managers who Say | 


they were warned about a week ago | 
theatres would be checked by fire- | 
men to see that smoking laws were | 
not violated, not so much trouble is | 
experienced in keeping civilians | 


| Stand because 


Serve.” the former the top grosser 
for the distributor ‘at $4,500,000) in 
many years, represent a gross of 
$6,300,000. Three 
lumbia top pictures during the past 
year were war pictures, “Sahara” 
being the topper, with “Commandos 
Strike At Dawn” and “Destroyer” 


the others in the category. Gross 
of around $5,000,000 is estimated. 
Universal’s “Gung Ho” and “Cor- 


vette K-225” are considered likely to 
wind up with over $2,800,000. 


the | 
Rising Sun,” on basis of returns al- | 


Five of the 16 top grossers at 20th- | 


“China Girl,” $1,400,000: ‘““Moon Is | 


out of five Co-} 


Montreal, March 14. 
and Lent are slowing 
“Madame Curie” is 

second week at 


Holdovers 
pace currently. 
tops, though in 
Loew’s. 


Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) 2.706; 30-62)—"North- , 
ern Pursuit’ (WB). Pacing smart | 
$9,500. Last week, “Butler’s Sister” | 
(U) (2d wk), torrid $8,500. | 
Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-62)—“Crazy | 
House” (U) and “Timber Queen” | 
(Par). Hot $8,$00. Last week, “Lost 
Angel” (M-G) and “Doughboys Ire- 
land” (Col), excellent $9,000. 

Loew's (CT) (2,800; 35-67)— 
“Curie” (M-G) (2d wk). Sighting 
smash $11,000 following tePrif $13,000 
first stanza. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-52)—‘“Call- 
ing Mr. Death” (U) and “Lucky Fel- 
low Mr. Smith” (Par). Solid $6,500 
ahead. Last week, “Hostages” (Par) 
and “Aldrich Haunts House” (Par), 
nice $6,000. 

Strand (United Amusements) (713; 
35-45)—“Paper Bulletts” (PRC) and 
“Queen Broadway” (PRC). Above 
average $4.500. Last week, “Souls at 
Sea” (Par) and “I Had Million” 

(Par) (reissues), neat $4,300. 

Orpheum (CT) (1,100; 30-60)— 
“Old Oklahoma” (Rep) and “Swing 
Time Johnny” (U) (2d wk). Good 
enough $2.800 following fine $3,500 
opener, 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30- 
40)—“Le Quai des Brumes” and “Le 
Grand Elan.” Fast $4,000 probable. 
Last week, “Paradis Perdu” and “La 
13me Enquete de Grey,” trim $3,800. 


In Boston; ‘Ali Baba’ 
Hot 306, ‘Heart’ 256 


Boston, March 14. 
Few holdovers, with “Lady in 
| Dark” wowing ‘em at the Met, to 
lead field this week. ‘Purple Heart” 
‘also is day-date at Par-Fenway. “All 
Baba” looks standout at Memorial. 
Duke Ellington also is wham at the 
RKO with “3 Russian Girls” 
Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200: 44-99)— 
“Three Russian Girls” (UA) plus 
Duke Ellington orch, others on stage. 
Great $30,000 cn Ellington’s big 
draw. Last week “Beautiful, But 
Broke” (Col), plus Jan Garber orch, 
others, on stage, $32,200. 

Fenway (‘M-P) (1.373; 35-65)— 


| 


‘lady’ Tervif $36,000 


30% Tax Loophole. 


Continued from page 1 


ihe hostelries plan starting their 
music then, but at that hour the din- 
ner trade will have been given their 
checks, and fresh ones issued for 
any drinks, etc., incurred after the 


dance music starts, thus minimizing 
the tax. 

Some of the class bistros, like the 
Stork’s Cub room, which is off the 
main room, and only for the non- 
music patrons (chiefly talk, gin- 
rummy, etc.), feel they can sidestep 
the 30% also, unless of course 
the clientele goes out into the main 
nitery and partakes of the hoofology, 
when the tax would then have to be 
charged. 

Whether it’s the seasonal income 
tax thing or perhaps an omen of the 
future, business has been easing off 
in some spots, and the cafe bunch 
is pro-and-con on whether or not 
the 30% rap will hurt in the long 
run. 

Dropping Shows 

Los Angeles, March 14. 
Two local niteries—Airport Gar- 
dens and Cornhuskers—have dropped 
their floor shows and many other 
spots are due to follow before in- 
auguration of the new 30% enter- 
tainment tax, effective April 1. 

Some operators are wondering 
what constitutes entertainment un- 
der the new provisions, but the tax 
department here says it will be in- 
terpreted the same as the old law. 
Only exceptions are instrumental 
and recorded music, without speech, 
songs or dancing. Even the juke 
boxes are considered entertainment 
when accompanied by hoofing. 

Curb ‘Musical Bars’ 
Philadelphia, March 14. 
The “musical bar,’ which has be- 


Dorsey Lifts ‘Gangway’ to Record 
InCleve., Huge $48,000; ‘Lifeboat’ 176 


Cleveland, March 14. 

Both biz and temperature are 
shooting up this week. Tommy Dor- 
sey’s band is boosting routine film, 
“Gangway for Tomorrow,” to new 
record at $48,000 or near at the Pal- 
ace. “Lifeboat” is catching plenty 
of crix praise at Hipp but is not too 
strong. State-is in dumps with “Ra- 
tioning.” Moveover of “Miracle Mor- 
gan’s Creek” is big at Stillman. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 35-55)— 
“Frisco Kid” (WB) (reissue). Vigor- 
ous $9,000, and in line for h.c. Last 
week, “Destination Tokyo” (WB) (2d 
wk), brisk $10,000. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 35-55)— 
“Lifeboat” (20th). Good $17,000. Last 


week, “What a Woman” (Col), okay 
$16,000. 


Lake (Warners) (800; 35-55)— 
“Destination Tokyo” (WB) (3d wk). 
Smart $4,000 on moveovér. Last 
week, “North Star” (RKO) (3d wk), 
lukewarm $2,500. 

Ohio (Loew's) (1,200; 40-60)—“Guy 
Named Joe” (M-G). Moveover from 
Stillman, stout $7,000. Last week, 
“Where Are Children?” (Mono) ‘2d 
wk), had feet frozen by storm, only 
$4,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 35-85)— 
“Gangway Tomorrow” (RKO) plus 
Tommy Dorsey orch with Gene 
Krupa, and Beb Allen on stage. 
Sockiest band combo of year here. 
Looks terrific $48,000 or near, new 
record. Last week, “Hey, Rookie” 
(Col) with Johnny Long orch on 
stage caught on good, despite two 
snowstorms, at $26,009. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 35-55)—"“Ra- 
tioning” (M-G). Just a weakie at 
$14.000. Last week, “Miracle Mor- 
gan’s Creek” (Par), nice $18,000, very 
strong considering weather. 

Stillman (Loew's) (2,700; 35-55 }— 
“Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par) (2d 
wk). Moveover, big $11.500. Last 
week, “Guy Named Joe” (M-G) (3d 
wk), robust $9,500. 


-RKO’S 8 ZANE GREY 
YARNS FOR REMAKE 


|“Purple Heart’ (20th), plus 
| Best Gal” (Rep). Strong $8,000. Last 
| week “Destination Tokyo” 
| “Aldrich, Boy Scout” (Par), $6,760. 

| Memorial «RKO) (2,900; 44-75)— 
;“Ali Baba’ (U) and “Hat Check 


“My | 
(WB) and | 


come a Philly institution since the 
| war, will be strictly that 
April 1. 

Because of the new 30% tax law 
which goes into effect at that date, 


there will be no vocalists, comedians, | 


| Honey” (U). Opened here on Fri- 
| day 
near. 
(U) 


Last week ‘Butler's 
and “Weekend Pass” 
days of fourth week), $7,000. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 35-65) 
—“Lady in Dark” (Par) and “Casa- 
| nova Burlesque” (Rep). Soaring to 
| wham $36,000. and may go higher. 


cu} 


(Par) and “Ghost Walks Alone” 
(Rep) (2d wk), strong $30,800 in 
nine days. 

| Orpheum ‘Loew) (2,900; 44-65)— 
| “Guy Named Joe” (M-G). Holding 
| fancy pace on second frame for 
| smash $27,000 after a terrif $31,000 


on first sesh, 

Paramount (M-P) (1.700: 35-65)— 
| “Purple Heart” (20th) and “My Best 
!Gal” (Rep). Solid $17,000. 
| week “Destination Tokyo” (WB) and 
“Aldrich, Boy Scout’ (Par) ,2d wk), 
big $14,000. 
| State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)—“Guy 


| Named Joe” (M-G) (2d wk). Fancy | 
, | $14,000 


after $15,300 on 


super first 


| 
Hicks Warns 
aes Continued from page 25 — 


markets that are now frozen. 
after worldwide victory, it will take 
some time to rebuild theatres that 
have been destroyed or damayed as 
well as the business itself, this in- 
cluding the ability of natives to pay 
for film entertainment regardicss of 
how hungry they may be for it 
when finally freed. “We will all 
probably have to start on a small 
scale and gradually build back to 
normal,” he adds. 


Business for films in England has | 


grown progressively better, which, 
in Hicks’ opinion, is easy to under- 
people there, want- 


| ing escape among other things, have 


Also, | 


from obeying the rules, but that 
care must be taken so far as serv- 
icemen are concerned. 

Firemen checking 
neighborhood film houses as well as 
these downtown, in addition to the 
legit theatres where people often 
light a cigaret or cigar before 
reaching the lobby or street during 
intermission. 

Sometime ago when the Fire 
Dept. warned theatres about smok- 
ing, all N. Y. film houses prepared 
trailers, still running, which ad- 
monish against indulging in the 
burning weed except in portions of 
the theatre where permitted. This 
in no case includes orchestra floors. 


¢ 
> 


| money to spend. Also, in England, 
| India and Australia wartime theatre 
‘receipts are comparable to the gross 
‘levels attained here, with 
| sponding increase in rental returns. 
| Because native product has caught 
;on, rental returns in Latin-American 
| countries are rot proportionately as 
/great but, Hicks feels, America is 
, benefiting since the people are be- 
| coming educated to patronizing pic- 
; tures and the audience potentiali- 
ties are thus larger. Shipping film 
,to South America is not so much of 
'a problem as it was before but get- 
{ting product into Sweden and Switz 
/erland, neutral countries, is still 


corre- | 


| week. 

Translux ‘Translux) (900: 28-65)— 
“Women Bondage” (Mono) and 
“What a Man” (Mono) (2d wk). Fine 
| $6,800, following sock $9,100, first. 


‘Cross’-Gray Nice 1746, 
Omaha; ‘Gung Ho’ Fat 936 


Omaha, March 14. 
_ Better weather over the weekend 
is helping things all around. “Cross 
of Lorraine,” with Glen Gray band, 
will do well at Orpheum. Brandeis, 
with “Fighting Seabees,” also is good, 


but “Gung Ho,” at the Omaha, is 
really standout with near-capacity | 
| trade. 


Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 20-65) 
—“Cross Lorraine” (M-G) and Glen 
+ Gray orch on stage with acts. Solid 
| $17.500. Picture aided in draw. Last 
| week, “Aldrich, Boy Scout” (Par) | 
and Tommy Tucker orch plus Vir- 
ginia Weidler, others, on stage, held 
to good $17,000 by weather. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500: 15- 
55)—"Fighting Seabees% (Rep) and 
“Career Girl’ (PRC). Fancy $7,500. 
Last week, “Tender Comrade” 
(RKO) (2d wk), strong $6,500. 

Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 15-55) 
—‘“Standing Room Only” (Par). Big 
$9,000. Last week, “Song Russia” 
M-G). $9,200. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 15-55)— 
“Gung Ho” «U), Playing to near- 


capacity for great $9,500. Last week 
“Butler's Sister” (U), moveover, plus 
first-run “Lucky Fellow, Mr. Smith” 


(10) and looks great $30,000 or | 
Sister” | 


| Last week “Miracle Morgan's Creek” | 


Last | 


emcees, etc. Entertainment will be 
strictly instrumental. 


AGVA Meeting Today 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
| Will meet with agency and craft 


union reps today (15) to further dis- 
cuss application of the 30‘; 
tax, which goes into effect April 1. 
Previous confab was held Friday 
(10), at which time no official plans 
| were formulated. 


| 
| 


“Story of Dr. Wassell.” which will 
| be marketed separately by Para- 
| terms, will not be placed on general 
| release until July, according to pres- 
;}ent Paramount plans. Being given 
|} a special premiere in Washinvton at 
| Constitution Hall there April 1, it 
| will be spotted in selected keys, 
| however, on pre-release prior to 
July. 

The Washington preem is being 
put on by the Navy League for the 
benefit of the Red Cross fund of the 
Navy itself. Merve Houser was 
| brought east last week to work on 
the D. Cc. 


James Allen Quits OWI, 
To Become Einfeld Aide 


James Allen, assistant director of 
the QWI domestic branch, has/| 
{turned in his resignation to Elmer 
| Davis and will join Warner Bros. on 
‘the Coast shortly as an aide to| 


after 


cabaret | 


| mount, no doubt on high percentage | 


Hollywood, March 14. 

Outdoor dramas, once known as 
westerns, will get a heavy play on 
the RKO program for 1944-45, with 
ithe purchase of screen rights on 
eight novels written by the late Zane 
Grey. Tales include “To the Last 
Man,” “Nevada,” “Wild Horse Mesa,” 
“Sunset Pass,” “Wanderer of the 
Wasteland,” “West of the Pecos,” 
“Thundering Herd” and “Code of the 
West.” 

All these tales have been produced 
by Paramount, both in silent and 
vocal versions, under an old contract 
through which the screen rights 
have reverted to the novelist’s heirs, 
now organized as Zane Grey, Inc. 
| RKO will remake the yarns with 
high budgets. 


N. Y. Strand Boothman 
Opposing Krouse in IA 


| William Greene, projectionist at 
the Strand, N. Y., and a member of 
Local 306, Moving Picture Machine 
Operators, plans trying to wrest the 
|} post of general secretary-treasurer in 
the International Alliance of Theatri- 
cal Stage Employees from its incume 
bent, Louis Krouse, at the coming 
convention of the IA in June. 
| Astormy petrel in operating ranks, 
'Greene’s campaign will proabably 
highlight his efforts for closer co- 
| operation between labor and man- 
agement as well as the fight that he 
has put up to drive racketeering out 
|of unions. He claims to have been 
indirectly helpful in the conviction 
of George E. Browne and Willie Bioff 
and also that he supplied information 
which figured against the late Louis 
(Lepke) Buchalter. 
In addition to public relations work 
in the entertainment field, Greene 


Charles Einfeld. ad-publicity chief. | 0*8anized the Projectionists Square 
Allen was formerly with the So-|Club of the Masonic order which 

ciety of Independent Motion Picture|4€s much of this type of public 

Producers. | relations, 

| Plus activities in civil, 


fraternal 

P and labor circles, he has found time 

Rename pS de O Connor | to write a book dealing’ with labor 
John J. O'Connor, Universal v.-p., | lawyers. 

again has been named chairman of 

the motion picture division of the 


Special Gifts Committee of the IA Meets May 29 
Archbishop's Committee of the | Hollywood, March 14. 
Laity for the 1944 appeal of the New Date of the IATSE annual conven- 


York Catholic Charities. Serving | tion has been moved up from first 
with O'Connor as vice-chairman jis | Monday in June to May 29 for meet- 
Bert Sanford of Altec Service Corp. | ing in St. Louis. 

Last year N. Y. Catholic Charities | Difficulty in arranging train and 


‘tough goins, Hicks states. 


(U), trim $6,800. 


aided over 600.000 individuals in the | hotel reservations caused studio lo- 
N. Y. Archdiocese. cals to effect the switch. 
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Lady Dark’ Socko $33,000, 
Topper; Havoc -Vaude Average 286 


San Francisco, March 14. 
“Lady in Dark” looks terrific $33,- 


St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 55-75 )— 


‘Chiidren’ Lush $8,000 


Strong Port. Newcomer 


Portland, Ore., March 14. 
In its second week at Hamrick- 
Evergreen’s Paramount, “Bel! Tolls” 
keeps ringing the boxoffice bell 
louder than all competition. “Where 
Are Children” looks big among new- 
comers at small Playhouse. 


(Col) (2d wk). Good $5,000. Last 


L. A. Okay: ‘Heart’ $57,000 in 4 Spots, 
‘Passage’ Bright 556 for 3, Lodger’ 


Hot 436, 2d 


on second session. 


b 
Estimates for This Week OW D tto Arms “Sil 

000 or better at usual scale at Fox Key City Grosses Broadway (J.J. Parker) (1,900: 40- W ] $ 4 , | 
this week, best thing in town. “Song 75)—“Rationing” (M-G) and “Lost tits 

of Bernadette,” aided by $1.10 top Estimated Total Gross Mild $11,000. + Los Angeles, March 14. 
scale, also is great on second week |# This Week.......... $2,871,400 United Artists (Parker) (900; 40- Biz still is climbing after last 1 
at. Paramount after new record on (Based on 24 cities 183 thea- 75) — “Butler’s Sister” (U) and Broadway Grosses — yg Aaa A i 
first. tres, chiefly first runs, including “Spider Woman” (U) (3d wk). Stout playing holdovers, 19 first-runs will eee 
Estimates for This Week ) Estimated Total Gross hit an excellent $284,000 currently. 4 
Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 55-75 )—“Lady Total Gross Same Week (1.800: 40-15)—“No Time Love (Par) Tile Week............ $599,000 Biggest total is being registered by 
in. Dark” (Par) and “Coastal Com- Last Year ........... $2,562,426 | ond “Racket Man” (Col) (24 wk) (Based on 14 tneatres) “Purple Heart” at four houses with EE 
mand” (Rep). Terrific $33,000 or (Based on 25 cities, 169 theatres) Big $11,000. Last week. “Love.” solo. Petes Geten Somes Week $57,000, leader being great $32,000 Rill. 

over. Last week, “Fighting Seabees’ $13,500 seen likely for the State. Compara- 
(Rep) and “My Best Gal” (20th), ‘ Paramount (H-E) (3,000; 75-$1.10) theatveas? tively stronger showing, however, is 
good $29,500. 9 —“Bell Tolls” (Par). Great $14,000 (Based on 13 theatres being made by “Passage to Mar- i Hi 
Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 75- rila ette ot in four days of second week. |) | sCille’ with hefty $55,000 in three 
$1.10)—“Bernadette” (20th) (2d wk). week, huge $29,000. Warner spots. Also “Up in Arms 
7 Great $32,000. Last week broke all Oriental (H-E) (2,040; 40-75)—“No is right up in front for top laurels fi 
: house records at sensational $46,500. Time Love” (Par) and “Racket Man” ape ris with a great $43,000 in two theatres ae 


Curie,” bangup $11,500. “Jane Eyre” (20th) lesque. : 
Gate (RKO) (3.850; 55-75) | 40-60e scale, $13,000 at Seatfle, March 14. 
in Arms” (RKO) and on stage Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 35-55)— |. Batch of new fare but holdovers dest 
Ada Leonard orch, Merry Macs, oth- | “Rationing” (M-G) and “Woman of | 2%@_ better by comparison. | Adams (Balaban) (1.700; 35-75) — and “Xationing= bel 
ers (2d wk). Aided by one appear- | Town” (UA). Okay $13,500, but not “Cry Havoc” and “Chip Off Old Purple Heart (20th) and “Hat — in six days, and below fere- i it 
ance of Danny Kaye and also Con-| strong. Last week, “Song Russia” Block’ _ look top newcomers. “Ali (2d_ wk cast. 
q stance’ Dowling, of film cast. Fast | (M-G) and “Racket Man” (Col), $12,- Baba” is among leaders, although on pt : A “A aa * or Downtown (WB) (1.800; 45-90)— ' 
$27,000. Last week, smash $31,000.. | 000. but under expectations. week at Orpheum. “Sulli- | Last week. ‘Butler's Sister” ( d| “Passage Marseille” (WB). Nifty 7 
Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2.400; 65- Newman (Paramount). (1,900; 40-| Y@"8” is rated modest at Paramount. po — Racket Man” (Col), strong | $90,000. Last week “In Our Time” +h 
= 75)—“The Impostor” (U) and 60)—*“Miracle Morgan's Creek” (Par) Estimates for This Week (WB) (3d wk), nice $12,600. AGE 
“Swingtime Johnny” (U). Good | (3d wk). Okay $9,000 after total of| Blue Mouse (800; 40-75)—“No | ,Broadway-Capitol (United Detroit) | Egyptian (F-WC) (1.535; 45-90)— 7 
$15,000. Last week, strong $17,400. | 27.000 for two opening rounds. Time” (Par) (3d wk). Hot from two | (2-800; 55-75)—"Govt. Girl” (RKO) | «podger” (20th) and “Calling Dr. 
United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,100; | “Orpheum (RKO) (1.500: 40-60)— | weeks at Fifth Ave. Great $6,500. Last | (3d wk) and “Women Bondage” | neath” (U). Robust $13,500. Last : 
60-75 —“Bridge San Luis Rey” (UA) “Tender Comrade’ (RKO)  and| week, “Lodger” (20th) (2d wk), with (Mono) ogg week “Where Are Children” (Mono) 
Gth wk). Trim $8,000 for this small | “Rookies Burma” (RKO) (2d wk).| “Rookies in Burma” (RKO), about | Ver from Palms-State with the lat-) anq “Chan Secret Service” (Mono) H 


“Sullivans” (20th) and “Gildersleeve 
on Broadway” (RKO). Third week 
of extended first-run, excellent $13,- 
000. Last week, solid $15,500. 


Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 55-75)— , metcury, “Song of Bernadette” is| . 
“Cry Havoc”’ (M-G) with stage show, | smashing records at the Esquire, Up- (Col. ) Detroit. March 14. 
“Starlight Follies,” featuring Nan | town and Fairway day-and-daters at | $3,700. ; Fresh bills continue to do boomish | for “Bernadette.” 


Rae and Mrs. Waterfall, Briants, oth- 
ers, on stage. Average $28,000. Last 


Leads 


: Kansas City, March 14. 
Despite sudden weekend drop in 


an upped scale. It is likely to garner 
a sensational $30,000. “Rationing,” 


week, initial week, sock $6.500. 
Playhouse (H-E) (1,200: 40-75)— 
“Where Are Children?” (Mono) and 
“Chan Secret Service’ (Mono). Great 
$8,000. Last week, “The Lodger” 


3G, Det. Best 


biz here showing no decline from 
pre-Lenten biz. Three new bills in 


“The Lodger” is rolling up a smash 
$47,000 in three houses, two of them 
comparatively smallseaters. “Lady 
in Dark,” too, is still in the coin 
with stout $28,000 for fifth session in 


Estimates for This Week 


week, “Bad Man Missouri’ (WB)! with “Woman of Town,” is okay at ‘Old ’ first-runs are shooting into the upper | Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 45- 

the not standout. | Block Sockeroo, bracketS, Fox leading with “None | 90)—‘Purple Heart” 
istimates for This Week Shall Escape” and “Hi, Good Look- | $6,000. Last week “Lost Angel” (M- 
State (F-WC) (2,160; 55-75)— Esquire, Uptewn and Fairway 1136 Seattle: ‘Havoc’ in’,” the Michigan strong with “Des- | G) and “Rationing” (M-G). consid- 3 1 

“Fighting Seabees” (Rep) (2d wk) | (Fox-Midwest) (820, 2.043 and 700; ’ ; ert Song” and “Unknown Guest,” andj erably below estimaies at so-so z 

and “My Best Gal” (M-G). Sturdy | 85-$1.10)—“Rernadette” (20th). Soar- the Palms-State booming with “Fight- | $7,400. 


$16,000. Last week, fourth of “Ma- 


house. Last week, stout $9,700. 


‘UNINVITED,’ “GUNG HO’ 


| 
| 
| 


ing to sensational $30,000. Last week, 


Brisk $11,000 after stout $14,000 on 
first week. 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,100; 35-50)— 
“Nabonga” (PRC) and “Tiger Fangs” 
(PRC) with “Gay Nineties” revue on 


$13,000, ‘Sullivans’ 96 


same. 
Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,239: 40-75) 
—“Cry Havoc” (M-G) and “Weekend 
Pass” (U). Great $13,000. Last week. 
“No Time Love” ‘Par) (2d wk) and 


ing Seabees” and “Casanova in Bur- 


ter held on for fair $9,000. Last week, 
“Women Bondage” (Mono) and “Sul- 
tan’s Daughter” (Mono), mild $10,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000: 55-75) 
—‘“None Shall Escape” (Col) and “Hi 


Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034: 45- 


(2d wk), mild $5,300. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 85-$1.10) 
—"Bernadette” (20th) (5th wk) 
Sweet $5,500. Last week, zoomed up 
to biggest take of run here ‘at hot 


20.000 EACH NEW K. stage. Lively, $10,000. Last week, | “Uncensored” (20th), swell $12,600. | Good Lookin’ (W). Strong, $34.00, | ¢¢ via Academy win. 
| “Sing Jingle’ (U) with George} Liberty (J-vH) (1,650: 40-65)— | WeeX. urpie sical 
| White’s “Scandals” on stage, rugged'| “None Shall Escape” (Col) (2d wk). | 27d “Hat Check Honey” (U), bet- Hawaii (G&S) (1,100: 40-85)— 
Newark, March 14. | tered expectations with wham $39,- | “Women in Bondage” (Monoy and 


| 


$12,000. 


Big $8,000 after great $10,500 on first 


000. 


“Hot Rhythm” (Mono) (2d wk). Nice 


. Boxoffice totals whittled somewhat | week. 7,000. Last week bangup $9,300 
y Lent but business still is brisk. Music Box (H-E) (850: 40-75)— Madison (‘United Detroit) (1,800; | BUD 99,000. 
“The Uninvited” at Paramount and “Mich. Solons By-Pass “Lifeboat” (20th) (3d wk). Move- | 55-75)—“Salute Marines” (M-G) and “ae ahr ao oc an 
“Gung Ho” at Branford are about | i lover. Big $5,500 in six days. Last | “Heat's On” (20th). Back in loop for assage Marseille ). DIS ta 
even for best coin this week. Proposed 10% Tax | week, “Iron Major” (RKO) and “Ald- SO-so $4,700. Last week, “True to 000. Last week ‘Our Time” (WB) i 
Estimates for This Week Detroit, March 14. | rich Boy Scout” (Par) (2d wk), fine | Life’, (Par) and “Watch on Rhine” | (3d (2.200; | 
4 : 5 ( ), fine 40S m- a} 
Adams (Adams-Par) (1,950: 35-99) Film Row is breathing easier in | $9,700. 45-90) —“Lodger” (20th) and “Call- 
—“Cowboy Canteen” (Col) with | Michigan after the current legisla- ine Dr. Death” (U). Strong $23,000. 
Sonny Dunham orch and Beatrice | ture by-passed a bill which would | | Last week “Where Are Chi'dren” 7 | 
Kav stag Nice $18,000. Last | Check Honey” (U). Smash $11,500. Unknown Guest” (Mono). Headed 
ame = —" nore oe peiy ast | have permitted communities to assess Last week, “Lifeboat” (20th), fair | for slick $28.000. Last week. “Un-| (Mono) and “Chan Secret Service j 
pistes: | a special 10¢ tax on admissions. Al- | $6,400. | invited” (Par) and Woody Herman | (Mono) (2d wk), fancy $16,500. 
Branford (WB). “2,800: 30 90) | though the récent session of the leg-| Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 40-75)— | orch on stage, beat estimates for Orpheum (D'town) (2.200; 45-65)— 
“Gung Ho” (U) d “Sing Jinole” | islature failed to enact a bill which | “Ali Baba” (U) (2d wk). Socko $10.- | smash $50,000. “Sultan’s Daughter” (Mono) and 
7) 000 in six days. Last week, smash Harry Howard's “Gay Nigzhties” unit. 


(U). Fancy $20,000. Last week, “But- | 


might have improved the employ- 


| 


Palms-State (United Detroit) 


Last week “Fighting 


$19.30 . GR OR oT; . 20,000. 
Y ler’s Sister (U) and “Weekend Pass” | ment problem for the theatres, Film | ag (Sterling) (1.350: 30-75 )— | 000; _er Fighting Seabees” | rile (Rep) (6 days) (2d run) 
(U). great $23,300. , | Row is satisfied that no legislation | “Women in Bondage” r Mono) ‘and (Rep) and “C eg th Burlesque | and vaude light $14,700. 
Paramount (Adams-Par) (2.000: | affecting the amusement biz was | vaude. Stout $9,000. Last week, “My | (Rep). Socko $25,000. Last week, Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 45-90)— 
35-85 )—"Uninvited” (Par) and “Boy | rove. Carl” (REO) and. “Larzan's KO) and “Ni 
| passed—particularly the bill which | Best Gal’ (Rep) and “Chan Secret | ert Victory” (2d wk). fine | (Up in (R and “Nine 
Scout” (Par). Snappy $20,000. Last |  tmeseion® Gon : ae ow Desert Victory” (RKO) (2d wk), fine Girls” (Col) @d wk). Great $20 
week, “Morgan’s Creek” (Par) | would have opened the way at this | Service ono) anda stage s > | $16,000. zirls” (Co j at $20,000 


| der Comrade” (KKO) and “Rookies 
icy} arn Buffalo. March 14. der aC “Purple Heart (20th) Terrific $32 - 
A | FELIX’S BIG, BIG D “Purple Heart” is attracting at- Burma’ (RKO) (2d wk). Holding to 000 ast week “Last Anvel” 
fter several days of cold weather, | his sek playing first-run | Nice $11,000 after bangup $18,000 
“ Current week started on the right Hollywood, March 14. tention this wee Aaa ot all er | opener. and Rationing” (M-G), giant $30,- 
foot with mild temperatures. which Seymour Felix was upped from id Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1.400; 30-50) | 900, above estimate. 
helps biz here. Leader looks like dance director to full directorship pr “Butler's Gis. | — Gung Ho’ (U) and “Hi, Good- _United Artists A 
‘Miracle of Morgan’s Creek” at Rial- | under a new contract at 20th-Fox. | “Tender | Looking” (U) (2d run). Fine $3,500. | fig afte 
traffic at the National is Felix recently handled dance rou- at Last week. “Lifeboat” (20th) (2d $10,900 YUU aller last Week 
rrific. with the Ink Spots. topping tines for “Cover Girl.” job | run), good $3.000 
Stage lineup “What Mat Estimates for This Week "Fay’s (Fav) (2,000; 30-50)—"Texa Uptown (F-WC) (1,715: 45-90)— 
to strong total. & at a Man | at Columbia | Buffalo (Shea) (3,500 35-65 ) Masquerade (Rep) and vaude.| “Purple Heart” (20th). Nice $8,000. 
Es “ ..- wy / ———— | “Bridge of San Luis Rey” (UA) and | pointy steady at $7,000. Last week, | Last week “Lost Angel” (M-G) and 
‘stimates for This Week “Midnight Boston Blackie “Pationinoe’ (M-G $9200 
Br ’ $3.500 Last week “Desert Song” by = on Nabonga (PRC) and vaude cke Rationing 
a rown (Loew s-Fourth Avenue) (WB) (Od vw k) ‘encelions $4 000. ‘= | Smooth $16,000. Last week "Cro $6.500. | Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 45-90)— 
400; 30-50) —“Fighting Seabces” National (Standard Theatres) (2 | Lorraine’ (M-G) and Vaughn Mon- Majestic (Fay) (2200: 30-50)—| “Lost Angel” (M-G) znd “Rationing” 
(Hep). On moveover fairish $3,500. 400: 50-75) “What . Man” (Mono) | roe orch on stage, lofty $25,000. “Jare Eyre” (20th) and “Hat Check! (M-G). Good $7,500. Last week 
“sy, week, “Ali Baba” (U) and plus Rie Meine otl ers on stage Ink | Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 19° | Honey” (U). Sturdy $15,000. Last | “Sullivans” (20th), fair $5.200. ) 
wingtime Johnny” (U), nice $4,000 Got: the magnet of stage layout | $1.10)—“Bernadette” (20th) (2d wk). | week’ “Gung Ho” (U) and “Hi,Good-| Wiltern (WB) (2.500: 45-90)— 
| that’s drawing the biz here. Great | at $25,000. Last week sensa- | ooking” (U), ditto. “Possace Marseille’ (WB). Strong 
(Switow) (1,200; 15-25) | 999 Last week. “Mystery Broad- | $28,000. Metropolitan (Snider) (3,200; 36- |$17.000. Last week “Our Time” His 
cess O'Rourke” (WB) and; (Rep) and Dante magic show, | _,Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 35-65)—"Pur- | 59)_“Woodoo Man” (Mono) and (WB) (3d wk), okay $7,500. 
Northern Pursuit” (WB). Fair $1.- cast” (Rep) anc ante magic show, | ple Heart” (20th). Rousing $15,000, | wary Beth Hughes heading stage irs : 
Last week, “Lassie Come Home” | mild $10,000. | best here in months. Last week Three-day weekend run. slow 
M-G) and “Taxi, Mister” (UA), : Rialto (Fourt!? Avenue) (3,400; 30- | “Swing Fever” (M-G) and “Uncen- $5.500. Last week, “Married Mur- HAJOS’ SCORING BaF 
$1,600, | 50)-——"Miracle Morgan s Creek” (Par) | sored” (20th), stout $9,000 in six | derer” (GB) and Guy Kibbee head- “e ed ; 
Loew's State (Loew's) (3.300: 30-| and “Timber Queen” (Par). Stout) days, | ine stage show. strong $8,000. _ Hollywood, March 14. id 
_ 50)—*“None Shall Escape” (Col) and $14,000. Last week. “Fighting Sea-| . Lafayette (Basil) (3,300: 35-65)— | State’ (Loew) (3.200: 30-50)— | Karl Hajos is directing the scor- ve 8 
Walks Alone” (Col). Names| bees’ (Rep), sturdy $12,000 Butler's Sister” (U) (2d wk) and | “Bridge San Luis Rey’ (UA) and | ing of the Seymour Nebenzal pro- 
soning in this one, but comprehen-  ™oveover. “Cowboy Canteen” (Col). Robust | “Ghost Walks Alone” (Col), Snappy | duction, “Goodbye, My Love,” one of Te 
ro campaign on radio boosting this Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 30- | $13,000. Last week with “Hi, Ya, | $15,000. Last week. “Song Russia” | the biggest musical chores of the ie 
Last week, “Cry 50)—“Lodger” (20th) and “Casanova | Sailor’ (U). Smash $19,000. | (M-G), strong $16,000. season. 
-G) and “Klondike Kate” | Burlesque” (Rep), rated by crix as) 20th Century (Ind) (3,000; 35-65)— | Strand (Silverman) (2,000; 30-50) Sy 
wan | eat. ” mphony orchestra of 67 pieces 
(Col), $11,000. | best in town, but only fairish $3,700 “Tender Comrade” (RKO) (2d wk) | —“Miracle Morgan's Creek” (Par). will during next 
Anderson (People’s Theatres) | looms. Last week, “Snow White” | and “Melody Parade” (Mono). | Opened second week Monday (13). Gee. dave. af 
He te 30-50)—“Our Time” (WB).! (RKO) (reissue) (2d wk), robust! Sturdy $14,000. Last week *m- | Built. steadily all through first sesh | "€ Gays to score the 6) minutes Lud 
pened mild, and moving to medium  $4.000. | rade” solo, hefty $18.000 for knockout $16.000. music in the Angelus picture. “a4 


(3d 
wk), nifty $15,000, over hopes. 


| time for towns, cities, 


counties and 


While there was some pressure in 


fancy $10,400. 


Paramount (H-E) (3,049: 40-75 )— 


or under. Last week, “Lifeboat” 


United Artists 


(United Detroit) | after last week’s sock $27,700. 


Paramount (F&M) (3,289; 45-90)— 


great $20,000. 


‘tor’s | sti ; ries » in- 2,000: 55-75)—“Girl Crazy” (M-G) | 
Oak | “Sullivans (20th). Big campaign and “Man Under" (M-G) (3d | “Lady in Dark” (Par) (th Still 
West” (RKO) onan Sclaneréer (alan > asec . ax. | helping, but looks only modest $9,000 | 4) Skidding down under strong | in money at $17,500 after last week’s 

rd 


State (Loew's) (2,600: 35-85)—‘“Ma- 


tion of Governor Harry Kelly. 


$5.000. Last week. great $7,300. 


hefty $13,200. 


Last week, “Sullivans” (20th) and Lansing for the theatre tax, the bill | (20th), good $9,300. | Hive | (FAM). 
(20th), was headed off early by the opposi- | Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 40-75 )— 451: 45-90)—“Lady in Dark” (Par) 
of names | Song” (WB) (4th wk). Okay | (5th wk). Neat $10,500. Last week 


Winter Garden (Sterling) (800: 15- 


Miracle’ Grand $16,000, 


RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2.890; 45- 


dame Curie” (M-G). Satisfactory | | ‘ 3 “ON it” 

 watisk : | 30)—“Northern Pursuit” (WB) and | 90)—“Up in Arms” (RKO) and 
| Siodmak Nabs Suspect “Top Man” .(U) (3d run). Great | Prov ‘Bridge’ Tall 15G “Nine Girls” (Col) (2d wk). Excel- 

Broke” (Col) (3d wk), Holly wood, March 14. | canal” (20th) and “Crazy House” .000 after last week's nice 
| | Plenty of holdovers currently, and | Ritz (F-WC) (1,372; 45-90)—"Lod- 
“ sh starrer. “The cos ” ios all holding up well. State’s “Bridge | ger” (20th) and “Calling Dr. Death” 
| k U ‘6 ? aus son starrer, he Suspect. : ‘H rt’ R d 15 000 | of San Luis Rey’’and Majestic’s “Jane | (U). Sockeroo $10.500. Last week 
n Spots DP What Man Filming starts early in April, ea ugge ; ’ Eyre” are neck-and-neck newcomers. | “Where Are Chilaren” (Mono) and 
from a screenplay by Philip Mac- Estimates for This Week '“Chan Secret Service” (Mono) (2d 


To Wow $18,000, L’ ville 


Donald. 


Buff.; ‘Bridge’ Okay 166 


Albee (RKO) (2,300: 30-50)—"Ten- 


wk), mild $3,200. 
State (Loew's-WC) (2,204: 45-90)— 


| 
| 
| Hit 
|| 
™ ao 
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WARN 


ER $ | HUMPHREY BOGART n PASSAGE TD MARSEILLE’ 


lA HAL B. WALLIS Prod'n © Screen Ploy by Casey Robinson & Jock Moffitt - From o Novel by Chos. Nordhoft & Somes Norman Hall + Music by Max Steiner « Directed by MICHAEL CURTIZ 


Jack L. Warner 9 Executive Producer 


At N.Y. Hollywood hitting a 5-week record and continues indefinitely! 


- Star, Director, Producer, and most of the cast of the Academy Award Picture ‘Casablanca’! 


CLAUDE RAINS - MICHELE MORGAN - PHILIP DORN - SYDNEY 
GREENSTREET - HELMUT DANTINE- PETER LORRE+ GEO. TOBIAS 


Red Cross Drive! Collen Revery Performance March 23-298) 
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Strand, N. Y. 

Morgan Orch (20) with 
Sylvia Grey; Barbara Blair, Borrah 
Minevitch Rascals; “Shine on 
Harvest Moon” (WB), reviewed in 
this issue. 


Russ 


Russ Morgan hasn’t often been 
caught with a musically short band 
and this time is no exception. With 
a recenuy constructed combination 
of all Local 802 men, leader is stag- 
jng his usual entertaining show here 
in conjunction with “Shine on Har- 
vest Moon.” 

Running about 45 minutes when 
caught, due to Morgan’s laryngitis, 
eliminating two songs by him, show 
moves swiftly and is loaded with 
laughs. Morgan i 
much of the latter with his cracks 
and his participation in “Luve, Love, 
Love” with Sylvia Gray, bandsinger. 

Composed of five brass, four sax, 
four rhythm and six fiddles, band 
dispenses solidly commercial music. 
the best of which is an arrangement 
ot “Ride Russians Ride,” the finale, 
which brings back Miss Gray on the 
vocal. She also does ‘Man I Love” 


and “Poinciana” early along with 
the above-mentioned tune with 
Morgan. 


There's only two acts on the bill 
and no more are necessary. First is 
Barbara Blair, young’ acro-tap 
dancer, whose specialty is waving a 
neat pair of gams in difficult direc- 
tions, to the audience’s immense 
satisfaction; she follows with a tap 
routine. A good act. 

Borrah Minevitch Raseals, minus 
Minevitch, could stay on allday. This 


house howled itself hoarse at the 
antics of the group, cued by the 
knee-high comedian. Laugh de- 
livery alone justifies the act; the 


melody it dispenses is tasteful gravy. 
Of the numerous tunes performed 
arrangement of “When Day Is Done” 
is perhaps the best. It’s legitimately 
done and is wisely inserted midway, 
rather than as a finisher, to allow 
for a laugh-filled getaway. Wood. 


Earle, Philly 
Philadelphia, March 10. 
Bill Robinson, D’Artega erch (20) 
with Betty Lou, Jane, Martha Jean, 
Helen, Barbara, Florence, Lois- 
Marie, Betty Lang; Whitson Bros.; 
“Swing Fever” (M-G). 


This is the first Philly stage ap- 
pearance for D’Artega’s all-femme 
musical aggregation and first impres- 
sions are pretty good. 

Senor D'Artega highlights talents 
of the individual members of the 
band, identifying them by their first 
monickers., 

Gal that clicks heaviest with the 
Farle regulars is Florence, who han- 
dies the drums in Krupa-like fash- 
ion, and sings in a husky rhythmic 
voice with scat overtones. Flerence 
registers neatly with “Slip of the 
Lip” and “Pistol Packin’ Mamma.” 

Other vocalist with D’Artega’s 
band is Betty Lang, an attractive 
miss with a pleasant set of pipes, but 
whose choice of songs could be bet- 
ter, When caught Miss Lang gave 
out with tunes that have been beaten 
to death around here—“Shoo Shoo 
Baby.” “Mairzy Doats,” etc. 

Lois-Marie, a  curvacious gal. 
triples between piano, accordion and 
mike—all equally well. 

Others spotlighted by D’Artega 
are Betty Lou, pianist; Jane, a whis- 
tler; Martha Jean, xylophonist; 
Helen, trumpet, and Barbara, sax. 

Bill Robinson, the ageless Bo- 
Jangles, as usual cops top honors. 
The kid docsn’t seem to slow up at 


all. In fact, if anything, he appears 
to have more zing than ever. He 
Still proves he’s the old master of 


showmanship. His humor 
tious and he has the customers eat- 
Ing out of his paw from the moment 
he appears on the Stage. His dancing 
Still has no equal. As usual he winds 


up with a novelty old man taps. It’s | 


sock stulf, 
wee act is also high-calibre, the 
gw Bros., a pair of comic acro- 
ats, have a bagful of novel tricks. 
both amazing and amusing. 
House was almost completely filled 
\hen reviewed (Fri. afternoon). 
Shal. 


Hipp. Balte 


Baltimore, March 11. 


himself contributes | 


dienne punches out 
Baby.” “Mr. Paganini” and “Shut My 
Mouth” in familiar pattern which is 
surefire for the stub holders. 


Biz best in weeks. Burm. 


Orpheum. Mpls. 
Minneapolis, March 11. 
Tommy Tucker Orch (16) with 
Dou Brown, Two-Timers (3), Kem- 
mys (2), Cy Reeves, Virginia Weid- 
ler; “The Lodger” (20th). 


Appearing here for the first time. 
Tommy ‘Tucker’s orchestra scores 
solidly with top-notch music and en- 
tertainment. Together with Vir- 
ginia Weidler, and two other meri- 
torious acts, bill provides a great 
bargain for local amusement seekers. 

Tucker has seven strong brasses, 
four saxes and four rhythm, that 
lends itself to hot swing as well as 
the sweeter numbers to please those 
who prefer melody to jive. Tucker 
is a persOnable emcee and conductor 
who manages to keep together a 
good sight outfit, which pays proper 
attention to staging and whose ar- 
rangementy always pass muster. 

Crowd here likes the band’s good 
natured kidding of itself and en- 
gages in enough banter and clown- 
ing to fit in the stage show pattern. 
Even Don Brown, vocalist, when 
putting on the lard for the swooner 
trade, doesn't hesitate to kid him- 
self and his audience. 

Kerwin Somerville, from _ the 
band, sings “The Man That Came 
Around” with comedy business. The 
Kemmys, man and woman, clown 
their way through difficult balanc- 
ing and acrobatic feats—an excel- 
lent act of its kind. 

Brown's romantic tenor and good 
ivoks Slay the gals as he warbles 
“You're a Wonderful Baby,” “How 
Sweet You Are” and “My Ideal.” 
Doug Boyce trom the band garners 
laughs when he depicts the woes of 
a third trumpet. During “Blue 
Skies.” Bud Lilley, saxophonist, gets 
a solo spotlight. 

Cy Reeves comes through in sock 
fashion with his gags, stories and 
songs. He's not only funny but he 
sings well and his swing interpreta- 
tion of “Old Man River” brings 
especially heavy applause. 

A real production number with a 
special drop and nifty lighting has 
been provided for the band’s pret- 
ty girl trio, the “Two Timers,” when 
it offers a “Winter Wonderland” 
medley. “Boogie Woogie Woo,” 
Tucker's own composition provides 
a scorching jam session. 


is infec- | 


| 
| 
| 


Virginia Weidler proves charming 
jand unassuming. Her two songs, in- 
cluding an impression of Virginia 
| O’Brien doing “Rock-a-bye Baby,” to- 
gether with a few words about Hol- 
lywood, evoke a fine audience re- 
sponse. 

Lower floor well 
matinee show Opening day. 
St. Charles. N. O. 

New Orleans, March 10. 

Mary Healy, Dancing Drakes, 
Smith & Hart, 3 Flames, Elmo Tan- 
ner; “So's Your Uncle” (U). 

Variety and fast pacing keeps the 
customers happy this week with 
layout leaning to the vocal and 
comedy side. 


filled at first 
Rees. 


@ Mary Healy, tops the act layout. 


Draws plenty of ahs for nifty chassis 
adorned in black gown and winning 
wispy voice is effective in getting 
plenty palm pounding. 

Dancing Drakes. two girls and a 
man, with grace, ease of movement 
and polish register with terps. 

Smith and Hart provide laughter 
with shenanigans which the audi- 
ence go for in a big way. Jerry 
Smith also emcees the show. 

Three Flames roller skating on 
la platform. execute a fast routine in 
|gay costumes aided by nifty lighting 
effects. Elmo Tanner, former Ted 
| Weems whistler, goes over with his 
chirping. 


Attendance big at show caught 
| (Friday night). Liuz. 


Keith's. Indpls. 
March 11. 


| Joe Morrison, Bert Easley, Rudy 


Keith's 


Horn, Bob & Maxine Gates, Phyllis 
Willis; Ed Resener House Orch; “Ad- 
venture in Iraq” (WB). 


is getting a mice play with 


erage Raye, Condos Bros. (2), this wee} 's pleasing bill. Joe Mor- 
Swifts (3}, Roy Smeck, 3|rison fills the headline spot in ac- 
ce Iula House Orch (12):| ceptable style, making a nice im- 
Rookies in Burma” (Col). pression with his genial personality 


Credit for a resounding response 
cre goes to Martha Raye and a 
— balanced lineup of standards 
pele are whacking out a fast moving 
te entertaining setto coupled with 
Jet accompanying film “Rookies 
in Burma” (Col) ) for multiple 
showings and a healthy turnover. 
‘ Clicky opening by 3 Winter Sis- 
+ in fast acro sets the stage for 
the Smeck in the deuce. Getting 
: . most out of an electric guitar 
na a uke, Smeck whacks out a 
sroovey rep of pops highlighted by 
an effective uke impression of Bill 
obinson’s tappery. Good for a 
Solid getaway. 
Three Swifts next with standard 


club throwing nicely spotted for 
comedy and effectively built for 
Strong climaxing trick and Condos 


swift hoofery and challenge 
aps Tings the bell for several well 
merited bends. 

9 Martha Raye is sock from the tee 
il in closing spot. Using her typi- 


showmanship in singing 
and well-arranged med- 


and 
“Beguine” 


leys of Cohan and Berlin favorites. | 


Horn, who emcees the show 
gets plenty of laughs with 
his zany 1 dance and droll idea of 
what happens when a man 
the mirror in a cigarette machine. 
Larry Collins clicks with some hot 
breaks on the trombone, then regis- 
ters by taking it apart in a sort of 
musical strip tease, continuing to 
play till it's down to a whistle. 
Phyllis Willis offers a funny line 
of ventriloquist chatter, topped by 
a telephone conversation between 
her own dummy, Mortimer Snerd 
and Charlie McCarthy. Bob and 
Maxine Gates get a fine hand for 


Rudy 


martly, 


fast taps, particularly a swift rou- 
tine in Dixieland style. Bert 
Easley’s drunk comedy magic aci 


keeps the customers both guessing 
and laughing. 

Ed Resener’s house’ orchestra 
backs un the show acceptably. Biz 
good when caught. Corb. 


passes | 


cal energetic gags and vocals, eines? 
“Shoe Shoo. 


Roxy, N. ¥. 

Count Basie Orch (17) with 
Thelma Carpenter, Earl Warren, 
Jimmy Rushing, Joe Jones; Frank 
Paris, Carol Bruce, Berry Bros. (3), 
Zero Mostel, Ben Yost Singers (8): 
“Purpie Heart” (20th), reviewed in 
“Variety” Feb. 23, °44. 


There's speed and color in the 
new Roxy show, with Count Basie’s 
orchestra supported by a group of 
neat acts, in addition to the house 


line. _Layout forms an entertaining 
combination of jump music and 
commercial production, all well 
done. 


This is the first time for Basie’s 
outfit at the Roxy and his first shot 
on Broadway in a long time. His 
band does a fine job, both in its own 
behalf and, surprisingly enough, be- 
hind the acts and line. Comprised 
of eight brass, five sax, four rhythm 
led by the leader's pianistics, the 
combo is rolled as far down on the 
apron as possible to achieve more 
intimacy, and from there knocks off 
such outstanding arrangements as 
“Basie Boogie” with a lot of vitality. 

Basie handles the mc’ing and car- 
ries it off smoothly. He brings on 
first Thelma Carpenter, girl vocalist, 
a cute item who goes over solidly 


with “Do Nothing.” Later comes 
Ear| Warren, light-skinned saxist, 


who does “Couldn't Sleep a Wink 
Last Night” and still later Jimmy 
Rushing, rotund bluesy singer, who 
gets one tune across for all it’s 
worth. He’s a big hit. 

Frank Paris, puppeteer, is used in 
the opening scene, a pleasing south- 
ern plantation setting employing a 
group of Ben Yost singers and the 
line, vividly costumed. He puts his 
dolls through his standard jitterbug. 
Carmen Miranda, Sonja Henie and 
skeleton routines and gets it over 
nicely. 

Carol Bruce is or tap a bit later. 
hitting a lively stride in front of 
Basie with “Shoo Shoo Baby.” She 
switches then to the pit band and 
accompaniment by the Yost group 
for “Besame Mucho” and an Irving 
Berlin medley, to slacken the show’s 
pace. Miss Bruce is not too strong 
a singer, but puts herself over easily. 

Berry Brothers act is one of the 
really outstanding dance turns in 
the biz. They have used a lot of 
imagination in constructing routines 
that make fullest use of their ability 
and the result is that their suavely 
done acrobatics and taps go over 
heavily. 

Zero Mostel, who always comes up 
with something different. employs a 
melodic aping of Jimmy Durante to 
warm up, and the routine is perhaps 
his best. He follows with very 
amusing takeoffs on John J. Anthony, 
Charles Boyer, and scores soliciy. 


Roxy production is an_ integral 
part of the impact of this show. 
From the opening scene right on 


down to the finale. which revives the 


line’s large rubber ball routine, 
made more difficult by high conical- 
shaped hats that tend to destroy 


their balance, the eye is repeatedly 


pleased by the costuming and set- 
tings dreamed up by the staff. 
Biz good. Wood. 


Tower, K.¢€. 
Kansas City, March 10. 
“Gay Nineties Revue,” with Cor- 
rine, James Quinn & Mae 
| Harry Smirl, Mary Norris, Memory 


|Lane Trio, Della Ray, Blanche 
| Lytell; Tower Orch (9) with Jack 
| Parl:s;" “Nabonga” (PRC), “Tiger 


Fangs” (PRC). 

The old davs of legit and vaude 
are revived at the Tower this week 
with a company of 10 old timers 
who give out in a 50-minute bill 
which is drawing big adult patron- 
age. 

Quinn & Lavarr start the shindig 
with a fast dance number, after 


works a tambourine. 
Norris, on the sax knocks 
some pops in okay 

which Harry Smirl 
Rattles the 


partner 
Mary 
oft 
after 
pleasing dog act. 
as a windup. 
Memory Lane Trio. on next, is 
one of the standouts of the bill with 
barber-shop harmonies in a series 
of oldies. Then comes Blanthe Ly- 
tell with an 1890 style strip, provok- 
ing a good hand. Della Ray, bef! 
ringer, mixes standards and pops in 


does a 
bones 


Sonny Dunham's Orch (16), Bea- 
trice Kay, West & Lezing. 
Cook: “Cowboy Canteen” (Col). 


Sonny Dunham's hot rhythm lay- 
out and Beatrice Kay share honors 
at Adams this week. it's a hefty 
combination that earns a brisk mitt 
throughout. 

Dunham's outfit comprising seven 
brass. including the leader, five sax 
and four rhythm, is a click from 
opener to begoff. The maestro sets 
a neat pace, scoring heavily with 
“Memories of You.” He emphasizes 
the commercial slant, playing for 
mass appeal without alienating the 
affections of the hepsters who ac- 
company the band with rhythmic 
applause throughout. 


Dunham has a valuable piece of 


manner, 


property in Billy Usher, who re- 
sembles Sinatra physically and 
vocally. Usher brings out Oohs,aks and 
squeals by bobby-soxers to provide a 
high crooner crosley. Another Dun- 
ham asset is winsome Pat. Cameron, 
femme chirper who turns in a nifty 
job. 

Miss Kay triumphs, selling a potent 
brand of personality, making every 
moment of her appearance count. In 
a jive spot she bof!s her gaslit-era 
routine and gets them singing “Take 
Me Out to the Ball Game.” At one 
point in her routine she had to take 
the hecklers in hand to make them 
behave, no mean trick here. In the 
interchange with the audience, 
never finished second. 

Windy Cook is a perky juve 
whose animal imitations get by. 
Added starters are West and Lex- 
ing, cutups with a strong burley 
background. They wouldn't have 
been missed. Ring. 


Palaee. Cleve. 
Clereland, March 10. 
Tommy Dorsey Orch, with Bob 
Allen, Gene Krupa, Sentimentalists, 
Betty Brewer, Edwards Sisters (2), 
Paul Regan; “Gangway for To- 
morrow” (RKO). 


Bob Allen joined Tommy Dorsey’s 
crew here last Friday (10), which 
gives “T. D. the services of two top 


ex-bandmasters and the strongest, 
name-clustered Outfit he ever had. 


With Allen socking across the vocals, 
Gene Krupa killing the hepcats with 
his heated drums and Betty Brewer 
adding more classy warbling, odds 
are that Dorsey will crack the 
Palace’s records fgr band grosses. 

New male singer always has been 
aces in this section. Bobby-soxers 
greet Allen’s return to solo work 
with a round of noisy kudos, al- 
though his first performance was al- 
most a dress rehearsal. Croonethad 
so little time to brush up on “Begin 
the Beguine.” which he never sung 
before, that he had to use sheet mu- 
sic. He pulled that stunt off with 
such easy grace and unctious deliv- 
ery that the crowd tossed him more 
orchids. Pipes are polished and 
mellow enough to satisiy even the 


Sinatra fans. Alien follows “Be- 
guine” with a sure-fire medley of 


“Besame Mucho” “Couldn't Sleep a 
Wink Last Night” winds up with an 
ingratiating interp of “Speak Low” 
for a clincher. 

Dorsey also puts plenty of spot- 
light on Krupa’s skin-burning vir- 


| So 


Lavarr, | 


which the male breaks into taps and | 


tuosity in “Well. Get It” and “Not 
Quiet Please.” which has the jive 


set bouncing. It’s smart showman- 


ship when Gene's invited to wave} 


baton while Dorsey blows “Sleepy 
Lagoon” out of his matchless slush- 
pump. Leader’s soft and hot work 
in “Song of India” provides sharp 
contrast to Milton Raskin’s. glib 
piano boogie-woogie legerdemain on 
ivory keys. 

Seven piece string section, which 
has a rippling quality which few 


| sweet jazz crews can equal, show up 


best while backing Betty Brewer in 
three corking numbers. Gal _ has 
perfect diction and elegant voice 
and looks. Four Sentimentalists, 
girl jive quartet. are almost pushed 
into the wings by all the topnotch 
vocalizing. 

Edwards Sisters, sepians, deliver 
clean-cut and dvnamic taps that get 
ovations. Paul Regan’s series oft 
chuckle - raising impersonations 
keeps up high standard of show that 
had the lobby jammed from the first 
| performance. Pull, 


National, Loville 


Louisville, March 10. 
Ink Spots (4), Marjorie Lane, Al- 


'white & Blue, Pat Henning, Billy 
|Reyer, Earle Kellers Orch (11); 
“What a Man” (Mono). 


Patrons are drawn here by the Ink 


Windy 


| Spots, who give out with swell vocal 
arrangements which has the audi- 
| ence in a receptive mood all the way. 
| Mixed bill, with white and colorec 
performers, is unusual here. 


re- 
pa- 


Entire balcony 1s 
for colored 


whole show. 
served exclusively 
trons this week. 
Sepians’ repertoire is virtually a 
reprise of their recorded hits and in- 


a showmanly manner and Tom Bar-| cludes “Shoo Shoo Baby.” “Lovels 
rett, introduced as 79 years old, does| Way to Spend Evening.” “Don't} 
fancy clogging. Corrine. doubling |Sweetheart Me” “My Heart Tells 
as m.c., closes with “Annie Rooney” | Me,” and wind up with their sock “It 
and “International Rag.” {I Didn't Care”. They are flexible, 
House nearly full at first night | and garner laughs with comedy bits 
show caught. Earl. | Arrangements are tops for vocal 
| scoring and are a terrific hit 
A k Opening the bill I: Marjorie Lane 
|} cute tap dance: Gets show under 
Newark, March 13. | way neatly with a couple graceful 


routines. 


Alwhite and Biue. hand-balancers | 
with some new liits and falls. do 
clever control work. Act hit the 


jackpot with this audience. 

Pat Henning depends on a crushed 
hat and a mop of unruly hair for 
laughs. Takes a few falls and gives 
impressions of film personalities. 
Came back for four bows, two of 
which were milked. 

Billy Reyer is the emcee and in his 
own spot shows a mild juggling rou- 
tine. Chatter is bright, and he earns 
a good hand with his manipulations 
and a fast tap routine. 

Bill could stand better routining as 
two talking singles are spotted to- 
gether. 

House at half capacity when re- 
viewed (Friday afternoon). Hold. 


she | 


In this | 
instance sepians are practically the | 


State, N. ¥. 


Walter O'Keefe, Ray Eberle, Cire 
Rimac with Alzira Camarga & Mar- 
quita Rivera, 4 Franks, Carter & 
Moreland, Ruth Hughes Aarons & 
Lou Pagliaro with Lou Perry; “Song 
of Russia” (MGM), 


Judicious pruning would make 
this bill a standout. Individual acts 
go over well, but if 20 minutes were 
cut, layout would be a smooth-run- 
ning item. Acts go overboard on 
time doing as many encores as the 
traffic can bear. It would be wiser 
showmanship to cut out most of the 
afterpieces. 

Ot primary interest here is Ray 
Eberle,former vocalist with the Glena 
Miller orch, who makes his New 
York bow as a single. When caught 
(Friday late show) a case of laryn- 
gitis and voice strain caused vocal 
crackups and a_ substandard per- 
formance. However, he looms as 
excellent bobby-sox fodder, for in 
spite of his too apparent handicap, 
there was a sufficient number of 
juvenile squeals and applause te 
justify healthy mitts and an encore. 
There was a general] exodus of juves 
at the conclusion of his performance. 

Walter O’Keefe, with a colleciion 
of cute stories, goes over well. 
Winds up with the inevitable “Man 
on Flying Trapeze” but strongest 
piece is his Sinatra satire, which is 
good natured enough not to rile any 
ot the Voice’s parishioners. Stories 
during his emcee bits could be 
edited so that punchline could be 
delivered sooner. 

Also new here are the sepia film 
comics, Ben Carter and Mantan 
Moreland (New Acts) who go over 
with a line of song, cance and chat- 
ter. 

Rest of the bill consists of stand- 
ard acts, leadoff being Ruth Hughes 
Aarons and Lou Pagliaro playing a 
15 point table-tennis match, which 
generates audience excitement. Lou 
Perry does the announcements. Four 
Franks, last seen at this house with 
the “Best Foot Forward” unit do an 
excellent job of instrumental work, 
tap, comedv and singing, and Ciro 
Rimac whose orch has dwindled to a 


lone drummer. He works in frent 
of Ruby Zwerling’s house orch, 


which doesn’t have the mobility of 
his former crew. Band, nevertne- 
less, a sable to get Rimac and his 
aides Alzira Camarga, sexy 
looking Latin, personably pipes a 
trio of chile-con -carne country num- 
bers, Marquita Rivera docs a 
meciiocre Afro-Cuban number and 
a pair of unbilled femmes assist 
Rimaec in the dance chores. 
Biz cff at show caught. 


Jose. 


RKO Beston 
Boston, March 9. 


| 
| Duke Ellington Orch (14), Cook & 
| Brown, Apus & Estrelita, Wini John- 


| 


| 

| zon, Ray Nance, Betty Roche; “3 
| Russian Girls” (UA). 

| It's usually possible to say the 
|Duke’s show remains about the 
same from year to year (which is 
consistently good and cansistently 


potent at the b.o.), but this time a 
reservation is necessary: atmos- 


phere is sticky with hauteur. The 
outfit, in short, unmistakably con- 
veys the idea that it thinks it is 


pretty good. It is, of course, about 
the best around, but rubbing it in 
hardly seems proper. 

Show lists the usual mixture of 
jive, sweet and hep stulf. Band does 
“Blue Skies,” “Don’t Get Around,’ 
“C Jam Blues,” and “Do Nothing,” 
the Duke slaying one and all witha 
piano medley of his best tunes. Ray 
|Nance destroys himself doing “A 
Slip of the Lip’: Wini Johnson sings 


“People Will Say” and “When the 
|Nylons Bloom” for a moderate 
lrecepsh, and Betty Roche blues it 


jup on “Shoo Shoo” and “The Blues” 
iso much, that melodic line is lost in 
| her renditions. 

Specialties Cook and Brown and 
| Apus and Estrelita’s comedy 
lachieves beg-offs, and show finishes 
with an all out attack on “Perdido.” 

House bulging with biz at opener. 

Evie. 


apitot. asi. 


Washington. March 9. 


Reg Kehoe’s Marimba Queeus, 
Ziggy Talent, Al Gordon, Mack & 
Desmond, Lynn Allison. Bobby 
Simpson, Sam Jack Kanimais 


| House Orch; “Rationing” (MC). 


Trailers part to bring on Mack and 
| Desmond, working before a siriking 
gingham drop. A new act here. thcir 
| loose-limbed dancing is thorouchiy 
|enjoyable. Male does some boogies 
woogie piano work which clicks 
'heavily. Al Gordon’s canines are 
models of disobedience, strutting 


lazily about while their mastcr de- 
livers a line of humorous patter. 
Ziggy Talent, formerly with Vauchan 
Monroe. offers satirical songs which 
might have had better effect if the 
lyrics penetrated to all portions of 
this house. 

Gene Ford has dressed the stage 
lavishly for Reg Kehoe and his Ma- 
rimba queens. Girls were dressed 
too somberly in black for first show, 
but subsequently changed to gaver 
costumes. They pound out classics 
and rhumbas to create fine melody. 
The bull fiddler steps out for a hotcha 
item and the act closes with a stir- 
ring military number. Arke. 
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Wednesday, March 15, 1914. 


to brighten 
the way 

to your 

| box-office ! 


(Below) A few of the full-page ads to tell 
the nation of .this great M-G-M production in Life, 


Look, McCall’s; American. Weekly, Liberty, Family Circle and many more. 
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DAME MAY WHITTY-ANGELA LANSBURY: FAREARA EVEREST 


“Red Cress Drive! Collect every performance 
Every Day. March 23rd Through March 29th”’ 
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e e ‘ i 
Fire Dent. Edict to Junk F ae ve: i 
] Metro’s Herb Morgan, once in- a Fa es aps rive 
2 troed by Arthur DeBra of Hays 
e office as a guy who would ask a ‘ 1 
al oses ro em minister ‘to change his “amen” 
ii 1S rl to MGM, appears likely to real- er @a re- XC all rie 
ize such dream next Sunday in tif 
w and vexing problem for, the exchanges hav rting Meriden, Conn. e ai 
they |iunkea 8 ave been carting the | Springs, March 14. ; town. La Flamme succeeds Jules 
distributors, one y | Junke m to the river or other | is Re aegis Laser Policy of the 536 houses in the Na- | Curley, transferred to Keeney, E}- it 1 
don't know exactly how to cope, | places and dumping it once a week. service in connection with Meri- {tional Theatres chain was discussed | mira iit 
arose during the past week when the| However, now, when the N. Y.| 4¢"S world preem the following |at the annual six-day meeting of | rape Hii 
| N.Y. Fire Dept. issued an order com- | Fire Dept. insists it be cleared out of | %2Y Of Metro's short, “Main B to heads here with Charles P. | Martina’s 12th Link Hi 
pelling all exchanges to get rid of | exchanges two times a day, the dis-| Street Today. | Rochester, N. Y., March 14. 
scrap and junk film twice daily in-|tribs are at a loss what to do, but | r Martina purchased Adelphi, 
stead of once a week as at present.| one suggestion has been made that’ ° l'on parleys discussing vital organiza- | Franklinville, from Joseph Keily and ; 
This includes the so-called shorts | they all get together ard rent a vault Meltzer Resigns WB | tional matters, : 7 | A. D. Gould, effective April 1. This pull 
and cuts as well as complete prints|into which they ec: oa $ , ,.. | Will be the 12th theatre in the chain ' 
and cuts as mp! } they can throw One of the main problems dis- | according to Joseph Tantillo Mt. 
| ef pictures which distribs throw | junked film and weekly or at other | Rumored Joining UA: | cussed was plan of operation in view | Morris. Others are in Dansville. Mt 
i. away after films have served their | intervals, have it carted away for | ’ (of increasing costs and taxation. | Morris, Cuba Clyde Albion ‘Nunda, | 
purpose or the prints become worn | dumping. | ¢ leb Yer in U ed Method of passing Federal and local | Arcade, Naples and Attica. 
1; ‘Aggravating the situation is the | may have prompted Fire Dept. of- | Paul N. Lazarus, Jr.. director of | panies operating aan . percentage WB's A. C. Reopenings La ; 
disposition on the part of salvage | ficials to crack down so far as un-| basis d the subseauents Atlantic City, March 14 
| advertising and publicity for United | and the sub: equents. War con 
people to not take the junked film as} used film is concerned. While it may | |ditions have affected changes in The Earle (WB) will reopen Apvil 
; in the past, their claim being that it | not have any, bearing on the matter, | A¢tists, having been classified J+A | operational policy due to population Fad a picture house. Has been dark 1 ine 
now doesn't pay to salvage it for the one morning last week two false fire and scheduled to go into the Army shifts, and these changes were dis- pat denned — ~ = agape one iia 
recoy | were turned in at 45th street | around the end of this month, Grad all phases and ramifica built in 1926 at an annouficed cc at on 
Since re citys sanitation trucks} and 9th avenue in front of the Film | $750.000 and f ese! 4 
won't take the tossed-away film | Center building which houses most | drive of | vaudeville in addition to first-run 
when picking up other refuse daily,|of the exchanges. Successor when he returns from the jfilms. 
| Coast in about 10 days. Pit will tine The will stay open for the 
Some talk that Allan Meltzer. east- Charles P. Skouras Showmanship 
4 ern publicity manager for Warners, | Campaign, and will include competi- | heen closed most of the winter exe : 
ns! IC ures 'who has resigned, effective March von among all theatres in tne circull, | cept for the holiday periods. 
| 24, might joint UA, but such a de- with prizes for top result-getters, 
velopment is uncertain at the mo- | Unger’s Meno Berth 
Cover Girl” gets the first contest in two years run by a Washington Pores. — i Golfer Creavy’s Par Post cas N. Y.. March 14 
newspaper. Times-Herald, in a tie rj radi ati WC Albany ‘ 
a tieup with radio, station W OL, the Hecht Meltzer. who was with Paramount 14. Oscar Unger new manager for 
pi ‘ e anc arners will choose a Potomac miss to compete in briefly before joining Warners, is fc reavy, tormet n+ ae ai Ope q , Monogram in the Albany territory ' 
a national beauty sweepstakes $250 in war bonds and a chance for a film being succeeded by Larry Golob, of | a Rigs ap, eg arlene: ot heac | Monogram had been without a local 4 
contract are the prizes dangled. warnere’ eastern publicity depert- Sch a exchange. | manager since Nate Sodikman was 
“Cover Girl” has been well promoted in this area. Anita Colby, stat | I g ‘in s b € vice Welden Wa: inte, tare. last June 
- é Stat- rving rgin has been ap- | to salesman, v ‘ide aters, re- arry 
uesque beauty, was ahead as advance agent cracked the gs “i ment, ving yergin has n p- | lo salesman vice ve cen iters, r€- | Harry Berkson, of Buffalo. fran- 4 
‘ol for good ‘ode * ance agent cracked the four dramatic | pointed assistant to Golob, assum- | signed. Creavy, professional at the | chise holder for Monogram in that 4 
es umns for gooc spreads. Bud” Counihan, Anita's father, smoothed ‘ing post of homeoffice contact with Albany Country Club for some | and the Albany areas supervised the '. é 
the way for her by w riting long letters to those in key newspaper posi- | geld exploitation men, formerly | Years. joined Par as third booker | Jocal exchange. Unger will travel in lf } 
. tions who could help his daughter, Counihan was a cartoonist here and | handled by Golob, in addition to four months ago. Iil health forced | the Albany territory, and Sam Mil- é 
knows his way around city rooms. It is the best promotional job in the | continuing in charge of special him to give up goif as a business. He | berg. present salesman, will cover i 
Washington area since “Gone With the Wind.” to booker when | Syracuse. Milberg sold for Republie 
Meantime, Al Wilkie, who three son quit recently to | when Bernie Mills held the Albany 
Writer George Seaton (“Song of Bernadette”) was the subject of é ecome office manager for United | franchise. later operated theatres in 
' : was the subject of much | weeks ago resigned as publicity man- | Artists in New Haven, and moved u otia. W ; ; 
sympathetic conversation among the film bunch in New York . moved Up | Scotia, Watervliet and Cohoes, and 
: ) New York because of ager for Paramount, is now reported | to the top spot when Beattie went on served as PRC salesman 
7 a emery eee reports in New York also crediting him for the Academy ‘likely to continue with Par. Under- | the road. Robert Adler, a veteran with some 
award based on the screenplay, whereas Jennifer Jones, of course, got the lstood that a reconciliation was ef- Al La Flamme, for years manager | vears of service for Columbia and f 
Oscar for acting only. _ Actually, the writing winnahs were the Epstein | fected by Neil Agnew, v.p.. in charge of class West End nabe theatre, Mad-  Jater with Monogram in its New York 
twins (Julius and Philip) and Howard Koch for their collaborative job | : . ison (WB), appointed director of the | offices, is now booker and office man- p 
J man 


on “Casablanca.” 
By coincidence, both Seaton and 


the Epsteins are now in New York 


readying new plays of their own writing, the former for John Golden and 


the latter for Edward Gross. 


Incidentally, the Epsteins are pencilled in 


for the Army, as their draft status now stands. 


Walter D. Fuller, Philadelphia publisher and editor-in-chief of the Sat- 
urday Evening Post, Palmer Hoyt, Portland, Ore., publisher, and Dr. P. H. 


Odegard, Amherst University professor, have been named judges in the | ze x ; 
“Honored Hundred” contest during the industry's Fourth War Loan drive LAURIE FEELS LIKE AN Aw duck 

They will serve as a final selection board. ° iv Irene MANNING . 20TH CENTURY-FOX 


Winners to be selected from more than 10,000 contestants will serve as 
an advisory committee for the motion picture industry in the Fifth War 


Loan campaign. 


Old sharpshooters along Hollywood boulevard are getting a chuckle out 


of Liberty mag’s Feb. 
in the film capital. 


19 issue, whic 
The yarn is up-to-date, but one of the photographic 
illustrations is anachronistic by 13 years. 


h carries Greta Palmer's story of life 


It shows a banner in front of 


the old El Capitan theatre bearing the legend, “Bebe Daniels in ‘The Last 


of Mrs. Cheney’,” and long defunct 
back to 1931, 


electric signs in the offing, all dating 


While Eddie Rickenbacker may be glorified in films, certain U. S. 


sen- 


atdrs will fight an incipient boom to make him a vice-presidential candi- 


date on the GOP ticket. 


“Rick” has been put forward by business interests 


as an ideal tail for a conservative ticket, with his speech before the Eco- 


Nnontic club in New York designed to inflate his boom. The movement | XAVIER 
will be fought by the progressive element in the Republican party, it is tors Fund or the allied Theatrical Plus A jth Ave. ately ce 
prog an party, Actor: ) R O xX Y THE DARK” CUGAT 
j show Goth St. And His 


lof distribution. and Bob Gillham, 
publicity-advertising head, who per- 
suaded Wilkie to remain. 

Mitchell Rawson. recently re- 
|signed as publicity head for David 


| Ritz, 


O. Selznick. has been talked of in | 


connection with the Wilkie post at 


Par. 


By JOE LAURIE, Jr. 


“Shine On 


given by 


Me yon” 
Warner 


The Harvest 


cocktail party 


Bros. March 7 at the old Murray Hill 
was highlighted by the | 


hotel, N. Y.. 
gathering of the old vaudey ille stars. 
host 


Your reporter, who acted as 
land m.c., for which he got a donation 
‘from WB for the Actoz’s Fund, feels 
lhe has a new racket...a sort of an 
old folks’ Gus Edwards. Putting on 
| parties is nice, with the proviso that 
the host gives a fat donation to the 


Guilds. Figures that pays off every- 


GUS EDWARDS 


No. 2 Warner house down- 


ager for Monogram in Albany. 


New York Theatres 


dn Warnet 


‘Shine On Harvest Moon’ 
RUSS MORGAN and Orch 


EXTRA 
BORKAH MINEVEITCHS 
ORIGINAL HARMONICA RASCALS 
Plus 
BARBAKA BLAINE 


B'way & 47th St. STRAND 


DARRYL ZANUCK’S 


“THE PURPLE HEART” 


20th Century-Fox Picture 


PLUS STAGE SHOW 


Presents 


“SONG OF 
BERNADETTE” 


Continuous Performance 
Doors Open. 9:30 A.M. 


RIVOLI B'way & 49th St. 


in Person 


“LADY IN 


ila Technicoler) 


Louis K, Sidney. on his first trip east in three years, observed, “Maybe The impromptu entertainment . 3 
we make super-colossal productions in Hollywood, but the food production | held the tops of the old vauce ville | PARAMOUNT Times  Sauate—wia- i 


in New York is a beautiful thing to behold.” The free-spending of Gotham, | 


of course, was another phenomenon 


to the Metro exec. 


| Durante and Eddie Jackson, Duncan MONTEZ HAIL BEY 
= Sisters, Frei Stone, Lulu McConell, 1ésv° MUSIC HALL 


SQ 


llian Shaw. Rae Samuels, Yvette Ru- 


Gertrude Vanderbilt. Dan Healy and 
Ethel Levey, Wellington Cross, Fred 
Hillebrand, Irving Fisher, Joe 
Browning. Smith & Dale. George 


bills: Fritzi Scheff, Belle Baker, Lil- | 


Shelton, Senator Ford, Kelly & Pol- |} — 


B'WAY & 
47th St. 


‘PALAC 


“ALI BABA AND THE 


FORTY THIEVES” 


night beature Nitely 


BLY MORE WARK BONDS 


“UP IN ARMS” 


ty Y 5 lack, Mrs. James Thornton, Dixie t Spectacular Stage Productions 
Hamilton. Lou Handman & Florrie H hr B r yee i 
lal LaVere, Gitz Rice, Eddie Weber, Joe | ump ey 0ga HEED OVEK 2ND WEEK 
(Clark &) Verdi. J. C. Nugent, Hal | In Warner Bros. Hit! Z 
| Forde. Jesse L. Lasky. Sim Collins | P M I] 
| Hart), Staff Set. Peter Bayes ‘son assage to arsel 
| Nora), Pvt Ned NOFWO if ‘son Claude RAINS e Michele MORGAN 
| of Jack), and Sadie (Whiting &) Philip Sselney 
Burt. To to + all off. the mai DOKN 
la us¢ 10 ely all ie George TOBLAS 
| Darling was there. too HOLLYWOOD . 
= Cantery- Fea 
Continuous - Opens 10 A.M Bway & jist St. RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
we promise to gather all the acts oes 
that pl yed there that c; til] walk LOEW'S CAPITOL & Sie 
It's a preview showing of “Follow tate IN PERSON InN PERSON i 
ithe Boys.’ a Universal picture that d ind Final Weex: nen 
a irs., Mareh 16 lly Picon WILL OSBORNE 
| Conte with the old days at the Pal- gens Doorn Molly The BRIDGE of AND ORCHESTRA § 
| aes and ay war work the actors are Dorethy Dick 'The Extra! SAN LUIS REY LARRY ADLER ) i 
now aoing. LAMOUR@POWELL with BARI JOHNNY MORGAN 4 
= in Technicolor! AKUMA TAMIROFF EXTFA ADOPD age 
| ‘Riding High’ Stardusters iil 4 KING SISTERS 
Pic. Ben Pollock’s Chores 
| Pfe. Benjamin Pollock. former — ; 
Pictures, assigned to an Air Force | VICTORIA THEATRE ALFRED HITCHCOCK'S 
¢ short ere | Service Command in Eng!and., work- Kreoadway at 46th Street 4 
i is Wheaties and fruit! |ing as a news and feature writer fo1 Artiste 
| the public relations division. ‘ ( N TH WIND” } j é 
i The Male Animal, as wise | to putty. No labor... just shake | He's a — VOI | E Ry JOHN STEINBECK i 
wenches know, is apt to be a | the crisp, golden W heaties flakes | Sistant to Paul N. Lazarus. a ow A Ripley-Monter Production ésesiiiiamaaiie TOR "re of 
Vheaties-eating creature. Which | from the package, prox ide milk | vertising-publicity head of Unite AS ant 
makes it simple, reducing a gent | and fruit. And listen to him purr. | Artists. ia 


| | | 
7 i 
| 
— 
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_air for discussions of matter in the 
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Straus, WMCA, Defends Policy On 
Time Sales in Answer to NAB 


Nathan Straus, president 
WMCA. N. Y., vesterday (Tuesday?, 
took sharp issue with the attitude 
recently expressed by the NAB on 
his decision to sell time over the; 
New York indie for discussion of | 
controversial subjects. Chief point t | 
made by the prexy that 
WMCA’s decision to sell such time | 
was not intended to supplant sta- 
tion’s policy of donating time for 
such purposes but to supplement 
this practice. 

Straus maintained in his letter 
(14) to J. Harold Ryan, incoming | 
NAB president, that the new WMCA 
policy would increase the opportunity 
for public discussion. Rather than 
leave the decision as to who will be 
allowed to occupy free time on the 


public interest up to a station man- 
aver, WMCA’s president pointed out, 
his station proposes to allow rep- 
utable organizations the right to 
buy time for promotion of its ideas 
even though the station management | 
may not be in agreement with them. 
This was qualified in WMCA’s state- 
ment of policy, the president ex- 
plained. by provisions that other | 
elements of a balanced program be | 
met and that an equally responsible | 
group desires to present a different | 
point of view. | 


Somewhat sharply worded in| 
spots the Straus letter explained 
that WMCA deeply resented im- 
plications in Willard D. Egolf's (asst. | 
to NAB prexy) letter of March 3) 
protesting the “controversial discus- | 
sion” policy that it was adopted to 
increase station revenue by allowing | 
improper or unworthy persons 
be heard. This Straus denied point- | 
blank. 


Agcy. Burns At 


of + 


OMMERLE RESIGNS AS 


tive for Ruthrauff & Ryan, will leave 


radio shows. 


i? 


R&R ACCOUNT EXEC 


Harry Ommerle, account execu- 
that agency around March 24. He 
prefers to handle the talent end of 


It's likely that Ommerle_ will 
return to the William Morris agency 
to resume the work he was doing 
in Bill Murray’s office. Understood 
that when he left the Morris office 
to become an R&R v.p. situation was 
such that he could return at any time 
he so desired. 

Jack Van Nostrand, assistant 
deputy chief of the OWI Domestic 
Radio Bureau, stationed at the New 
York office for the past 18 months, 
has resigned to go with R & R as 
an exec in the radio branch. He will 
not be replaced in OWI and the New 
York job will be carried on by per- 
sonnel shifted from the Washington 
office. 


Rankin, Hoffman, 
Dies Seek Radio 
Curb on Blasts 


Washingon, March 14. 

Steady Congressional pressure this 
year to get legislation which will 
force broadcast stations and net- 
works either to drop controversial 
speakers and commentators or pro- 
vide equal time for answers is 
definitely in the cards. 

Although the legislators don’t dare 


MacFarland, Aveyard agency, 


which handles the Saturday Evening | 


Post “Listening Post” Blue network 
account, is reportedly doing a burn} 
over the net's spotting of the “My 
True Story” across-the-board 
matic serial in the slot immediately 
preceding the Satevepost alrer. 
“Story” serial, based on 
Story mag yarns, 


10:40 a.m. slot starting April 17, 


when it will be sponsored by Libby, ' 


MeNeill & Libby, food canners. As 
a sustainer 
show .(3:15-3:45). 

“Listening Post” bowed in ‘en the 
Blue Feb. 8 in the 10:45-11 a.m. slot 
as a Tuesday-Wednesday-Thursday- 
Friday program. 


Don Dunphy, Al Schacht 
May Do WINS Baseball; 
Lefty Gomez Side Dish 


Taking a tip from master-minding 
who put off 


managers 
their 
just before the umpire shouts “play 


baseball 


naming pitching choices ut 


ball.” Gillette and WINS, N. Y.. 
will air the Yankees and Seca! 
play-by-play diamond reports this 


are holding back on naming 
the announcers for the broadcasts. 


season, 


Season is only a month away. 

Don Dunphy. co-partner with Bill 
Corum on Gillette’s Mutual web 
boxing broadcasts, is reported to 
have the inside track on the play-by- 
play assignment and may work with 
Al Schacht. former diamond comic 
Harry Wismer,. Blue network sports- 
caster also has been considered along 
with Ethan Allen, Earl Harper, Lefty 
Gomez and otiers. 

Waite Hoyt. who formerly pitched 
for both New York clubs and 
years back aired a sports show over 
WOR-Mutual, was eliminated from | 
consideration for the WINS assign- 
ment because of contracts holding 


a iew 


him to his Ciney baseball play-by- 
play spot. | 
Gomez, it’s understood, has been | 


signed by the station for a 15-minute | 


show either before or after the 
games. This spot is outside the Gil- | 


lette deal and will be sold by the, 
station te some other sponsor. Maxon | 
placed the Gillette contract under | | 
which Gillette reportedly dished out | 
$60,000 to each club See broadcasting 
rightS 


dra-| 
True| 


goes into the 10:15-) 


its been an afiecrnoon)| 


Carlin, 


'to demand anything which would 
| bottle up newspapers and press 
commentators hostile to them, they 
are out to crack down on radio and 
may possibly get through such a bill 
even though no other radio legisla- 
tion passes. Latest example of this 
push came Friday (10) from Rep. 
| Martin Dies, of Texas. He told the 
House: 
i “In the event the broadcasting 
| companies refuse to comply with 
| my request to work out an arrange- 
; ment whereby citizens who have 
| been maligned and falsely attacked 
(he gives no definition of this) on 
the air will be accorded an oppor- 
tunity to answer the charges over 
| the same facilities to the same audi- 
ence, it is my intention to introduce 
legislation that will insure this’ op- 
portunity. 

“The Congress and the American 
people will no longer tolerate the 
totalitarian practice of permitting 
the use of broadcasting facilities to 
assassinate the character and r@puta- 
tions of innocent people. If the 
broadcasting companies are wise, 
they will take the initiative in 
working out a fair arrangement that 
| will accord to the maligned people 
| the opportunity to be heard.” 


Premieres 
(March 15-25) 
March 17 
“We Who Dream,” drama; 
7:15-7:30 p.m.: WABC-CBS; Eng- 
lander Mattress; Biow agency. 


March 18 
“Next Time I See Paris,” with 
Arthur Lesser; 9:45-10 p.m.; 


WNEW, N. sustaining. 
March 23 
‘Stop or Go,” with Joe E. 
Brown; 16:30-11 p.m.; WJZ-Blue; 


McKesson & Robbins; J. D. Tar- 
cher agency. 
March 25 

‘Now is the .Time,” 
drama; 9:30-10 a.m.; 
NBC; sustaining. 

“Father Knickerbocker’s War 
Diary.” drama; 6:15-6:30 p.m.; 
WMCA, N. Y.; sustaining. 


Programs Hypo 
Scroll of Honor 
For Little Guy 


Network sponsors and agencies are 
hypoing the plan to set up a Scroll 


service 
WEAF- 


the “little guy” in show business 
who, as pointed out by some of the 
entertainment toppers in a recent 
issue of “Variety,” is emerging as 
the unsung hero of the United Na- 
tions morale effort. 

That radio will play a prominent 
role in giving proper recognition to 
the “little guy” touring the global 
war fronts is evidenced by the proj- 
ected series of programs based on 
the job that the unknown entertain- 
ers are doing overseas. 

First in such a series, tabbed “GI 
Circuit.” will be performed next 
Monday night (20) on the duPont 
“Cavalcade of America” NBC show, 
produced by the BBD&O agency. 
Written by Paul Peters, show will 
star, as narrator, Joe E. Brown, who 
himself has sparked the film toppers 
in their overseas jaunts for USO- 
Camp Shows. Ann Sothern will be 
the femme lead. 

Show will pay special tribute to 
the “ambassadors to our boys from 
the home front” and marks a de- 
parture in dramatizations in that 
actual names are worked into the 
script, with a special kudo tossed in 
for Lou Wolfson, who was in charge 
of the overseas setup for Camp 
Shows before going into the Army. 


Lend-Lease Deal 


Gives James ‘Go’ 


Direction on the forthcoming Mil- 
ton Berle “Let Yourself Go” Blue 


network show will be on a 


lease” basis with Hal James of the 


Kastor agency doing 
booth arm-waving, although the! 
program is a Biow proposition. Cal | 
Kuhl, of Biow, brought in from the! 
Coast to set up “Go,” will not direct. 
Lack of available directors 
the Biow staff brought about 


the control | 


“lend- 


STREET’ REPLACED 
BY MUSICAL QUIZ 


“Finders Keepers,” musical 
Sustainer emceed by 
featuring Paul Lavalle’s 

| fill the spot occupied by 
on Q Street” 


quiz | 


orch, will 
“The House 
on WJZ, Thursdays, 7- 


7:30) p.m... beginning 
“House” went off three week 


being replaced by 
the quiz session could be lined up. 

Sidelight on quiz airer is fact that | 
; Ted Coit is also program 
for WNEW.N. Y., 
on a different local outlet. 

Program will be 
Alan Kent and 


son, marking their first chore as} 
program consultants for the Blue}. 
inetwork. The duo, noted for their | 


jingle plugs are working under Phil | 
veepee in 
grams. 


News Switch at WHAM 

Rochester, N. Y., March 14. 
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur J. May take 
over the news spot on WHAM 
vacated by Dr. Dexter Perkins, now 
sponsored on WHEC. Both Dr. 
May and Dr. Perkins are history 

professors at the U. of Rochester. 
New husband-and-wife team is on 
Tuiesdays-at 7:15 p.m. for 15 minutes. 


Ted Cott and! 


director | 
and js doing show 


supervised by | 
Austen Croom-John-| agency for 


change of pro-| 


lease” deal for James who 
main with the Kastor outfit. 
sponsored by Eversharp, 
| Skedded to preem, March 7. 


will re- 
Show, 


but pro- 


duction difficulties still are being 
| ironed out with teeoff date as yet 
; not set. Client has bought Tues., 


7-7:30 p.m. slot for 
tabbed ‘ 


the program 
‘Secret. Ambition.” 


/WAMBOLDT LOANED 


PHILCO FOR ‘FAME’ 


| ing the decks for three-day War Clinic at Biltmore hotel March 20-22 
Associates | 


Sayre M. 
headed by 


Ramsdell 
Ernest B. 
Phileo, has had no raaio | 
production department and, accord- 
ingly, has borrowed Bob Wamboldt 
'from the Blue network to officiate 


exclusively on the Philco-“Variety” 
“Radio Hall of Fame.” Heretofore, 
Wamboldt had been commuting be- 
tween the Blue and the Philco pro- 


gram, but under the new setup he 
wil be 100°; “responsible to both the 
agency and” the client. DeVere 
Engelbach continues 


director of the full-hour variety pro- 
gram. 


During Wamboldt’s leave of ab- 


sence George Brengel. recently 
brought into the Blue network, will 


assume most of his 


of Honor to perpetuate the role of | 


From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY 


Ben Grauer now permanent emcee on the * biti Spotlight” co-op 
NBC-BBC Saturday program....Roy Langham, coordinator of broadcasts 
or CBS, has taken off 20 pounds dieting. ...Patricia Voyls doing a speci.| 
writing job for the Metropolitan Museum of Art....Albert N. Williams, 
radio scripter, has received a Navy commission and has reported for train- 


+++ 


ing in the Bronx....“Mrs. Miniver,” on CBS Friday nights, now being 
scripted by Vincent McConnor pending a permanent writer_. 
Charles Roder, manager of WCMB, Baltimore, a N. Y. visitor _ 
Blue web 1-A’s: Don Campbell and Bob Saudek, salesmen: John 


Norton and Arch Grenuids, station relations. ...Bob Stevens, of Blue pro- 
duction, has moved over to Kenyon & Eckhardt....Roberta Dufton. 
to Miller McClintock at Mutual, left Sunday (12) for a Mexico vacation 
Barbara Luddy, star of “First Nighter,”’ in town... 
in charge of radio, to west coast for talent for 
Pegg’ Llovd, WOV waker-upper, 
...-Charles 
Critics last Wed. (8). 

Don Rodney, singer with Cugat’s orch on Mutual's Dubonnet show 
Wednesday nights, in 1-A....Lester Gottlieb, Mutual's press chief. to 
Chicago for a week on business....Stuart Eggleston, formerly with CBS 
in New York and Chicago and onetime production agency owner, is enter. 
ing a veterans’ hospital for a health comeback. He’s husband of Laura Eg- 
gleston, “Variety” correspondent in Miami. 

David Davidson, scripter of CBS’ “Mr. Kean,” passed his army physical 
| Monday (13)....Naney Moore, who scripts “Second Husband,” CBS stanza, 
in town from her Charlotteville (Va.) farm....Marily Erskine is being 
written out of NBC’s “Young Widder Brown” while she joins cast of 
“Pretty Little Parlor,” Ralph Bellamy starrer, now in the rehearsal stage, 

Bart McHugh, Music Corp. America radio executive, drew a 4-F in N. Y, 
last week (11). 

Jack Turner, CBS script editor, becomes assistant to Stuart Buchanan, 
script editor and director at the Blue network, April 1....National Safety 
Council program, “Out of the Shadows,” moves this week from Monday 
night to Thursday, 10:15 p.m.....Hildegarde returns to New York with 
her “Beat the Band” program April 5. Bruce Kamman, assistant produc- 
tion manager of NBC, will resume as program producer....Louis Van 
Rooten, actor on “Terry and the Pirates” and other network programs, in 
1-A....Dramatization of Hazel Scott's life skedded for the March 26 
session of the Roi Ottley-WMCA “New World A-Comin’” program.... 
Texas Co. will sponsor four broadcasts of the Metropolitan Opera on tour, 


IN CHICAGO 


Edna O'Dell has returned to the WGN staff after an absence of several 
months. ...Nelson Olmstead, NBC story teller, has passed his physical and 
is awaiting call....19th annual WCFL Radio Frolics will be held at the 
Street Carmen's Ashland Auditorium on April 14-15 with proceeds going 
to the Infantile Paralysis Fund....McCann-Ericson auditioning a new 
show for a vitamin account....John Galsworthy, free-lance actor, leaves 
for Hollywood the end of the month....James Jewell has taken over the 
direction of the Jack Armstrong strip....Arthur Meverhoff and Phil Wrig- 
ley in Washington attending meeting of advertising men on coordination 
of war activities....Howard Kettering, of -Ruthrauff and Ryan, left for 
Hollywood on commercial and pix tieups for new Bendix Home Appliance 
program,...Looks like the new Santa Fe half-hour show will be aired 
over Mutual....Sherman Dryer, former radio director of the University of 
Chicago, has joined the WGN production staff....Blue Network tossed 
cocktail party at Tavern Club for press to meet Archie Sweet and Pan- 


asst, 
.Tom Revere, Bates 
new Palmolive show... 

chosen pin-up girl by Camp Dix boys 
“Lost Weekend” was ripped apart by Author Mects 


“lend- | 


from} 


was | 


handle Pete, contestants on one-man band battle held on the Breakfast 
Club. 

Smilin’ Ed McConnell now heard over WJJD reading comic strips for 
Chicago Sun....Allen Earle has joined the WIND staff, coming from 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa..... Recent Chicago visitors were Gerald Wing, manager 
KROC, Rochester, Minn., and George Hahn, manager KELO-KSOO, Sioux 
Falls, S .Patsy Montana, hillbilly performer of National Barn Dance 
fame, made her debut over WGN last week in a 15-minute show for the 
Charm Kurl comnany....Dick Faulkner, WBBM announcer, leaves April 
3 to join the Merchant Marine and reports to Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn, 
for boot training....C. F. Church, KMBC, Kansas City. in town conferring 
with WBBM public service staff on public service shows....Ken Griffin 
has taken over Marvin Mueller role in Helen Trent serial....Millér Mc- 
Clintock, MBS prexy, in town for meeting with local Mutual bigwigs. 


IN HOLLYWOOD 


Having tried about everything else, Arch Oboler is whipping up a script 
,/on the Bible for Ronald Colman’s April 4 broadcast. Events of biblical 
days and modern times will be paralleled....Biue net is now airing Bobb 
| Nichols’ comments on radio shows and personalities on 15 stations from 
| Seattle. Fisher flour mills sponsors, the first time a straight radio com- 
|mentary ever drew such a broad coverage....George Moskovics heading 

| east to smoke up interest in Columbia’s Coast network. “Corliss Archer” 

renewed for another quarter by Anchor Hocking Glass Cc o....Cecil Under- 
| wood, who produces “Fibber and Molly” and “The Great Gildersleeve,” 
Baleares a vice-president of Needham, Louis & Brorby agency. He’s been 
with tne outfit seven years....Kate Smith christened a hospital plane 
named after her while flying over the city....Jim Doane now associated 
with Jim Saphier....Dennis Day and Bob Crosby drew 1A’s last week.... 
| Fred Ziv around wrapping up package shows for summer buyers....Lou 
Quinn joined the Orson Welles quill gang....John Swallow’s boy won his 
wings.... Jerry Cooper doing a five-minute Sunday night spot on CBS 
Coast net for a cosmetic outfit....Frank Sinatra and his Vimms crew 
heading east for seven weeks in compliance with his Luckies deal which 
requires him to be in New York for certain periods when he’s not work- 
ing in pictures....Lt. Tommy Harmon's guest shot with Bob Burns had 
to be cancelled because War Department didn’t come through in time 
with the necessary permish....Robert Dawn down from Frisco where he 
was KGO program manager to join NBC production staff....Louis Loch- 


Loveman, | 


as producer-4 within the next few weeks. 


ner’s four-time weekly commentary series taken over in full by Planters 
peanuts. Sponsorship had been split with Fisher flour mills....Don Lee 
network added announcers Ed Stevens and Roy Rowan....NBC gang clear- 


For Louis Sobol Show $10,000 As Chi Court 


, e 
Constance Bennett will be L | Rules Against Sunbrock 


Sobol’s guest on the Borden Mutual 
Chicago, March 14. 


Web show Monday (20). re 
Sedition Federal Judge William J. Camp- 
| bell yesterday (Monday) awarded 
new scripter for the program to re-| |Lone Ranger, Inc., $10,000 in dam- 
place Will Glickman when he re-| ages from Larry Sunbrock in con- 
ports for induction, presumably! nection with the misuse of the name 
Sobol}in advertising Sunbrock’s circt, 
prepares his own material but rest} which finished a run at the Coli- 
of script has been in Glickman’s | seum last Saturday (11). 
hands. It is believed that this is first time 
Chapter which preemed last week) whereby damages of this amount 
(6) is directed by ,Harry Ingram,; have been awarded for the un- 
assisted by Ed Downes. ' "| atithorized ‘tise-of A radio tifle. 


Young & 
is scouting around for 
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Agency Television Directory 


' 

Agency 
N. W. Ayer 
BBD&O 
Benton & Bowles 
Biow 
Buchanan 
Cecil & Presbrey 
Compton 
D’Arey 
Donahue & Coe 
William Esty 
Geyer, Cornell & Newell 
Kenyon & Eckhardt 
Abbott Kimball 
Lennen & Mitchell 
MeCann-Erickson 
Maxon 
Newell-Emmett 
Pedlar & Ryan 
Ruthrauff & Ryan 
J. Walter Thompson 
Young & Rubicam 


Tele Exee 


Richard Hubbell 

John Southwell 

Walter Craig 

Cal Kuhl 

Jack Wyatt, Jr. 

Thomas G. Sabin, Doug Allen 
James Manilla 

Al Steele 

John Hugh 

Tom Riley 

Jehn W. Loveton 

Robert Wolfe 

Cecil Hackett 

S. James Andrews 
Walter Close 

Dr. Lester Miles 

Larry Bruff, Ed Franklin 
Ted Sisson 

Tom Hutchinson 

Gene Kuehne, Tom Weatherly 
Harry Ackerman 


Agencies Hypoing Tele Activities, 
Over 20 Setting Up Special Depts. 


Although the only. certain factor¢ 


in the television picture seems to be 
that the war must be won before any 
real advances can be made, manufac- 
turers and other prospective clients 
are constantly applying hypos in the 
form of queries, requests for sur- 
veys, etc. Result is that in past few 
months agency radio departments 
have been forced to expand with 
several setting up separate video de- 
partments. 

As recently as last fall less than 
a half-dozen of the important agen- 
cies in New York boasted anything 
resembling tele departments al- 
though all, by the very nature of 
their activities in radio, were look- 
ing at the new medium with more 
than passive interest. 

Main credit for the increased 
agency activity is being given Du- 
Mont labs where practically all ex- 
perimental video shows have been 
staged, inasmuch as both NBC and 
CBS studios have been shuttered 
since Pearl Harbor. Reports that 
NBC will reopen its studio late this 
month and that CBS is readying an 
important television announcement 
portend even greater expansion as 
advertisers and agencies seek to 
stake their claims in a field which 
many believe Hollywood will make 
a determined effort to capture. 

The William Morris talent agency 
also has established a television de- 
partment and MCA, now in the 
process of strengthening its position 
in radio, undoubtediy will 
suit. 


‘Palmolive Party’ Preems 
On April 1; Barry. Wood, 
Patsy Kelly Regulars 


Ted Bates Agency is readying for | 


April 1 preem “Palmolive Party,” in 
place of present “Million Dollar 
Band” title. 

Format will be variety show, with 
Barry Wood emceeing, Patsy Kelly 
as regular, and guestar each week. 
Tie in to be made with All Fool's 
Day for teeoff. 


Bamberger (WOR) 


Seeks Wash., Philly Tele 


Washington, March 14. 
Bamberger Broadcasting 
(WOR), New York, today 
filed application with the 
FCC for permission to erect two 
television stations. Projected out- 
lets would be located in Washington 
and Philly. 

Although no explanatory material 
accompanied the forms, application 
by the Bamberger outfit is taken to 
mean that the Mutual Broadcasting 
System is looking ahead to the post- 
War period for the possible setting 
up of a video network in the east. 


The 
Service 
(Tues. ) 


Sanford Joining MCA 
Bobby Sanford, former 
nitery producer now doing radio 
Publicity in Boston, will join MCA 
tadio department shortly to work 
with Hal Hackett and Bart McHugh. 


follow | 


Dick Swift Vice Allen 
As WABC Program Mgr. 


Dick Swift, currently a salesman 
at WABC, Columbia’s N. Y. outlet, 
will move into the program man- 
ager’s post at the station shortly. 

He will succeed George Allen, re- 
signed, who will announce a 
affiliation within two weeks. 


Alan Young Show © 


May Replace Both 
Cantor and Duffy 


Unusual situation of the same 


show being heard twice a week on 
two different nets is a possibility for 
this summer when Alan Young may 
replace both the Blue’s “Duffy's 
Tavern” and NBC's Eddie Cantor 
show. There have been cases where 
the same sho 7 has been heard twice 
a week on rival nets, but in the past 
the material was different. This time 
| the same script would be used. 
Cantor replacement definite 
while the “Duffy” spot is still under 
discussion. Young, the Canadian 


comie who made his American debut 
|}on the “Hall of Fame,’ will be 
| backed by Bea Wain and Peter Van 
| Steeden’s orch. Show goes into the 
| Cantor slot the first week in July. 


Betty Shay, Barrett, 
Joe Bell Spotted In 


Beity Shay has been named gen- 
eral supervisor of daytime programs 
| at Pedlar & Ryan replacing Tom 
| Riley who left the agency last month 
to set up a television department and 
do research in the field for William 
Esty. Miss Shay formerly was con- 
nected with the Phillips Lord organ- 
ization and NBC. 


handled by Ruthrauff & Ryan, places 
Joseph Bell as supervisor of Big 
Town” and other Ironized Yeast ac- 
tivities. Bell was arm NBC and Blue 
network director before joining the 
agency. Bill Barrett becomes assist- 
ant in the agency’s production de- 
partment under Ted Sisson. 


Layton Into Army 
Jerry Layton, program and pub- 
licity director of WINS, N. Y.. went 
into khaki Thursday (9). J. Trevor 
Adams, station's sales manager, taixes 
over most of, Layton’s duties, 


new | 


Pedlar & Ryan Shifts 


SKEPTICS SAY 
RATINGS 


CBS has just released the resulfs 
of en ambitious project undertaken 
by 128 of the network stations, re- 
flecting one of the most aggressive 
program promotion campaigns in 
radio. Acting in planned synchron- 
ization, the 128 CBS stations amassed 
a ton of reports which the network 
has compressed into a_ brochure 
whieh analyzes the story of the 
web's 1943 program promotion job as 
it pertained to live-spot and tran- 
scribed announcements, newspapers, 
posters, transportation advertising, 
| postcards, working kits (booklets 
| and envelopes covering all sponsored 


information. 

Minute study of the brochure has 
| raised the question in some quarters, 
|; however, “Just what has the pro- 
motion job done for the CBS pro- 
| gram 3?” These skeptics 


Hoopers? 
| point out that, despite the fact that 
| the rival NBC web virtually confines 
its overall program promotion to the 
once-a-vear “Parade of Stars.” the 
fact remains that it’s the Bob Hopes, 
the Jack Bennys, the Fibber McGee 
and Mollys, the Edgar Bergens, the 
Eddie Cantors and the Red Skeltons 
|on NBC that maintain the top ratings 
throughout the year. 

The CBS execs, however, point to 
the fact that the penetrating pro- 
gram promotion undertaken by Co- 
j}lumbia_ reflects utilization of 
| strategy and tactics, and carries an 
| impact that has translated itself into 
/a steady procession of awards for 
{CBS programs and stations; consist- 
}ent top billings in gross income and 
the fact that the net’s year-round 
promotion campaigns pay off in the 
|}eves of clients. The emergence of 
| such top spenders into the CBS fold 


as Standard Brands, long one of the 
big NBC net clients, is cited as in- 
| dicative of the results of the all-out 
promotion undertaken by Columbia. 
As for the Hoopers, CBS execs con- 
| tend that too many other significant 
facets enter into the situation and 
that the CBS promotion coverage in 
non-Hooper areas make any claims 
of skepticism unjustified. 

CBS statisticians have attached to 
the program promotion report a 
footnote comparing its own exhaust- 
ive undertaking with NBC's “Parade 
of Stars” promotion project, 


Ad Fund Kickback 
On Benny Switch 


| Last 


week saw 
‘cussions in’ the 
‘manifold angles {nvolved in the 
‘Jack Benny switch from General 
Foods to Pall Mall ciggies next fall 
under a three-year contract. 

What some agency execs fear may 
have an important effect on talent 


negotiations in the future is 
slush fund of $200,000 for 


mounting 
trade 


reper- 
anent the 


Benny 


exploitation which George Washing- | war advertising, and that contribu- | 


ton Hill has agreed to set aside. 
Spending of the fund, it’s under- 
stood, is entirely in the hands of 
Benny and his managers, with the 


likelihood that if any of it is spent 
for paid advertising, it probably will 
be placed by Ruthrauff & 


Another shift at Pedlar & Ryan; which handles the ciggie account. 
stemming from acquisition of the! Fears that other topflight talent 
Ironized Yeast account formerly will insist on similar exploitation 


cemands when their contracts are 
up for renewal were more or less sub- 
stantiated last week when the 
names of two stars were projected 
prominently into the picture. Re- 
ported that the pair, intrigued by 
Benny-GWH three yeay non-can- 
cellable deal as to weekly $25,000 
package price and exploitation fund, 
wre bent on negotiating for a similar 
slush fund to hypo their rating, line- 
age, popularity with radio editors, 
etc. Which. counter the 


‘and sustaining programs) and press | 


ROMOTION 


Phony War Hero Sells Cincy Radio, 
Papers Bill of Goods; FBI Cancels 


| 


the |} 


| tisements 


+ Cincinnati, March 14. 
Guinea Pig ® | Their faceg still red from falling 
, for the war's biggest phony story 


Ed Byron, the radio producer, 
now an Army captain, was sent 


to New Guinea, by the War 
Dept. to experiment with a 
Radio Guinea, with orders to 


report back to Washington on 
the groundwork, prior to return- 
ing and developing its operation. 

Byron checked in recently at 
D. C. with enthusiastic reports 
after successfully completing the 
experiment. But instead of be- 
ing sent back he was handed a 
new assignment. 

Now he’s Coordinator of WAC 
recruits, 


Gertie Lawrence 


Revlon Show Off 
Air on March 26 


Gertrude -Lawrence and Revlon 
will eall it quits after 26 weeks on 
the air, with the program on the| 
Blue in the 10-10:30 p.m. spot Sun- 
day nights going off March 26. 

Stanza has been having tough 
sledding ever since its teeoff format, | 
which eomprised a variety revue 
starring Miss Lawrence and includ- | 
ing Robert Benchley and Lyn Mur- 
ray and his orch, failed to click. 
Benchley left after four weeks, 
ostensibly due to prior film commit- | 
ments, and program was then 
changed to a straight dramatic spot 
with guestars each week, with Mur- 
ray’s orch supplying the musical | 
background. “Charles Martin is pro- | 
ducer of the program, taking on the 

(Continued on page 46) 


Nets Burn At Snub 
By Peabody Group 


Claiming radio’s contribution of 
outstanding service in the war ai 
fort was given a “complete brush- 
off,’ some of the 


last 


network excecs 
week burned over the failure 
by the Administrative Board of the 
Annual Advertising Awards, chair- | 
maned by Stuart Peabody, to toss in 
a single radio kudo in its Wartime 
Advertising Awards, | 

Seléction of 100 published adver- | 
was made by a jury of) 
nine advertisers and advertising 
agents, with Peabody prefacing the 
Wartime Advertising Awards issue 
of Advertising and Selling, which 
took it over in 1936, with the com- 
ment: “It was realized, of course, | 
that publication advertisements | 
form only a part of the sum total of | 


P 
|tions by and in other mediums have | 


|; been equally valuable and impres- 
sive. It is unfortunate that if 
proved impractical, for many rea- 


Ryan, | 


agency | 


execs, means that eventually the ad- | 


vertiser, who pays the bill, 
it in the neck. 


will get; 


sons, to include them.” 


The network execs dissenting on 
the confinement of the awards to the | 
publication medium take the stand 
that under no circumstances could 
the overall picture of wartime ad- 
vertising in radio be ignored; that 
the job of backing war-theme cam- 
paigns was so singularly effective 
and productive in bolstering home- | 
front, win-the-war morale as to take | 
its place among the most meritori- | 
ous advertising jobs of all time. 


JORDAN'S FLYING TRIP 
Wally Jordan, exec of the William 
Morris agency’s radio dept., left for 
the Coast Monday (13) for a couple 
of weeks’ fast business. 
He returns to N.Y-around Apri 5, 


an 8-column 
| With a photo of the soldier. 


popped here, WLW program direce- 
tors and editors of two of the burg’s 
three dailies have vowed to check 
all servicemen’s passes from now on 
before hitting the air with or going 
overboard in print about them. 


Reason for it all is that an Army 
private, who was AWOL for nearly 
a year, hogged a 22-station NBC 
hookup on WLW’s “World Front” 
series, was kudoed for a day on Tom 
McCarthy's WKRC newscasts as an 
outstanding hero, and was credited 


| in space blurbs by the Enquirer and 
' Times-Star 


with doing so much 
against the Japs and Germans as to 


make Sgt. York’s World War I rece 
| ord look like something to be tagged 


on a cigar store Indian. 

It all started when Ollie James, 
Enquirer humor columnist, was at- 
tracted by campaign bars and medals 
weighting down the left side of a 
soldier's coat in a cafe. The chap, 
whom FBI agents later booked as 
Donald L. Bickel, 19, of Hamilton, 


| 20 miles away, readily came up with 
| a whale of a story of his exploits in 


the Pacific and Sicilian areas. 

The yarn drifted to WLW and the 
soldier, who claimed to be Sgt. Mar- 
vie C. Lacy, a paratrooper, was 
hustled into “World Front’ Sunday 
morning. March 5. He was inter- 
viewed by George Weller, Chicago 


| Daily News correspondent and also 


a paratrooper who had been in some 
of the Pacific territory the Army lad 
claimed as conquering fields. Many 
listeners accepted the broadcast as a 
rip-snorter and one of the most ex- 
citing in the series. 

Meanwhile James had _ written 
nearly two columns about the lad 
for the March 8 Enquirer, with an 
editor's note explaining it had been 
presented to the War Dept. for “re- 
view and censorship.” It was given 
streamer on page 2 


That day the Times-Star did a fol- 
lowup news story on the thing and 


its affiliate station WKRC echoed 
via McCarthy’s newscasts. 
The supposed hero in the mean- 


time had been guested as honor 
speaker at a luncheon in the Cuvier 
Press Club, whose members include 
press and radio men. 

The Ciney Post did some checking 
with its Hamilton correspondent and 
learned from the father of the real 
Sgt. Lacy that the latter was not in 
Cincy at the time. FBI agents came 
into the picture and grabbed the 
fake sergeant on enough charges to 
keep him off the air long after vic- 
tory comes. Then the and 
dailies came out with their sad tale. 


stations 


‘Duffy’s Tavern’ Moves 


To Coast on March 28; 
Switches in Band, Cast 


Eddie Gardner takes his “Duffy's 
Tavern” to Hollywood March 28 
where he is also slated to start the 
Paramount filmusicalization of the 
same title July 1. 

While west Gardner will get a new 
singer vice Benay Venuta; a new 
“Miss Duffy” vice Florence Halop; 
and a new band, as he plans staying 
there until January. 


VON ZELL QUITS Y&R; 
WILL GO FREELANCE 


Harry Von Zell will freelance 
starting July 1 when his current con- 
tract with Young & Rubicam ex- 
pires. 

Vet announcer is currently acting 
as straight man and foil on the Eddie 
Centor Wednesday night NBC pro- 
for Bristol-Myers, and the 
Dinah Shore”*show Thursday nights 
on CBS for Birds Eye Frosted Foods. 
He's expected to continue on these 
programs next season, but by abro- 
gating his pact with Y & R will be 
able to take on added assignments. 
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Mark Woods Hits Anthony Claim 
Of Squeeze on KECA Purchase 


Mark Woods, Blue network prexy, 
in a telegram to the FCC Monday 
(13) denied the allegation made by 


Farie C. Anthony, head of the corp- 
oration operating KFI and KECA, 
Los Angeles, that the web had been 


trying to force him to sell the latter 
“outlet to them at a price much less 


than its actual worth. 

Anthony made the charge in a pe- 
tition to the commission asking a 
time extension in the FCC’s multiple 
ownership rule under which he is 
obliged to dispose of KECA by May 
31. Anthony also claimed the Blue 
was trying to scare away prospec- 
tive purchasers by threatening to 
withdraw the network franchise. 
Owner asked commission to suspend 
multiple ownership rule indefinitely 
in this case or grant a year exten- 
sion. 

“We most emphatically deny,” 
Woods’ telegram to T. J. Slowie, 
secretary to the FCC read, “that the 
Blue network company or any of its 


work has first refusal under 30-day 
agreement in which they must meet 
terms and conditions of any pro- 
posed sale elsewhere. 

“We are shocked and surprised,” 
Woods told the FCC, “that the peti- 
tioner should use as an excuse for 
his appeal... .the completely unsup- 
portable allegation that the Blue 
network has sought to take unfair 
advantage of the petitioner’s posi- 
tion.” 

Report O'Neil Seeks Buy 
Cleveland, March 14. 


Bill O'Neil, Jr.. owner of WJW has 
returned from a trip to Florida and 
is en route to California. Rialto 
radiomen say he is seeking to pur- 
chase stations which must divorce 
themselves from owners already op- 
erating a station in same city. 

O'Neil, Sr., is head of Yankee net- 
work. 


Paul Glynn a Full Lt. 


executives have at any time en- : 
deavored to compel Mr. Anthony to Washington, March i. 
sell KECA at any price.” Wire went Paul Glynn, former publicity chief 
on to say Blue had made offers with- | for WTOP, CBS outlet here, has 
in past two years which Anthony was | been upped by the Navy to a full 
able to accept or reject at will. Net- | lieutenant. 


YOUR 
PROGRAM RATING SERVICE 


against these 14 points 


1. Sponsored network program ratings comparable 
with the past.* 


2. Ratings on “open” time periods comparable with 
the past.* 


3. "“Sets-in-Use”’, “Share of Audience” during, preced. 
ing, and following each program and “open” 
period (a) released with the ratings (b) compar- 
able with the past.* 


4. Composition of radio program audiences — in each 
report. 


« Sponsor Identification Analysis — in each report. 


e Same cities used during each week surveyed — as 
in the past.* 


e Publication of two different “continuous” ratings 
on same program avoided — as in the pasi.* 


program — comparable with the past.* 


e Network Ratings taken in cities of equal network 


8. City-by-City Ratings on your sponsored network 
opportunity — as in the past.* 


» Network Cross-Section Urban Ratings — properly 
balanced to reflect each network's facilities indi- 


vidually, published periodically under separate 
cover, 


Tl. U. S. Cross-Section Urban Ratings — properly bal- 
anced to reflect total U. S. network and independent 
urban radio facilities collectively, published periodi- 
cally under separate cover. 


12. Program Audience Histories — comparative records 
of network program performance dating from 1934. 


13. Basic Trend Chartbook—graphic comparative basic 
trend indexes. 


14, Pocketpiece — Network Ratings condensed for your a i 
convenience, comparing current audiences with 
“last report” and with “year ago.” 


Radio Audience Measurements 
Continuously by Coincidental Method ERATINGS: 
Since 1934 ny. 


C. E. HOOPER, INC. 
NEW YORK e LOS ANGELES 
*and future 


Not Even Box Tops 


Chicago, March 14. 

Former well-known coast 
radio actor, who recently fin- 
ished his boot training at the 
Great Lakes Naval Training Sta- 
tion, has come to conclusion that 
the old saying “Out of sight, out 
of mind” is very true, especially 
in his case. 

Actor, who was a pal of most 
radio greats on the Coast before 
entering the Navy, wrote to all 
and asked that they write to 
him, but it didn’t work out that 
way. In his 13-week training 
period he received only one let- 
ter from these old friends and 
that came from Fred Allen. 
Ironic angle is that those who 
ignored him urge their listeners 
to write to the boys in service 
and not forget them. 


Silence of Farm 


Radios Worries 
Midwest Airers 


Chicago, March 14. 

With 1,575,000 farm battery sets 
out of commission due to the battery 
and tube situation, according to a 
recent survey made by Larry Haeg, 
farm director of WCCO, Minne- 
apolis, approximately 6,300,000 farm 
listeners are without radio. Number 
is based on figures of the American 
Farm Bureau Federation whose sta- 
tistics show an average of four per- 
sons to the farm family. 

Appeals to the War Production 
Board by leading farm broadcasters 
has resulted in the allocation of ma- 
terials for the production of neces- 
sary B batteries but in the mean- 
time tubes have burned out and the 
farmer’s radio still remains silent. 
Midwest stations, having large farm 
listening public, are greatly con- 
cerned over the matter and say that 
even if the WPB gave its immediate 
okay for production of radio tubes, 
it would be at least three months be- 
fore the farmer would be benefited 
by tube replacements. Stations feel 
that radio is vital to the farmer, par- 
ticularly to the isolated ones, in re- 
ceiving weather and market reports. 


Melchior, Baker, 
Bea Wain Package 


Half-hour variety program com- 
prised of Lauritz Melchior, the Met- 
opera star; Phil Baker and Bea Wain 
has been packaged by Coulson-Lee 
agency as a summer replacement for 
a network stanza. 

Baker, who will continue as quiz- 
master of Eversharp’s “Take It or 
Leave It” show, is permitted to take 
on other assignments so long as they 


| 


| are not in the question-answer vein 
| or with a sponsor in direct competi- 
tion with the pen and pencil maker. 
He is now on the Coast making a 
film based on the Sunday night 
“Take It” show. 


ROUSSEAU TO JOIN 
McCANN-ERICKSON 


Bill Rousseau leaves the Benton 


‘Big | & Bowles ad agency and joins Mc- 


| Cann- -Erickson, effective next Mon- 
j;day (20), to become production as- 


| sistant to Lloyd Coulter, veepee in 
“» | charge of radio. Announcement was 


made this week by Lawson Paynter, 
| executive assistant to Coulter. 

| Rousseau at B-B has been produc- 
|}ing the “Prudential Family Hour” 
jand supervising the “Thin Man” 


| series. His “Prudential” chore will 


be taken over by Kirby Hawkes. 
Titus Takes Over 
Minneapolis, March 14. 
K. C. (Ken) Titus, Knox Reeves 
time buyer and onetime staff mem- 


e | ber of WCCO, this week became 


head of the McCann-Erickson radio 
department here. 

Evelyn Vanderploeg, time buyer at 
the agency shifts to Chi office as 
member of radio staff. 


Nancy Osgood Series 


Nancy Osgood, producer for WRC, 
Washington NBC outlet. will direct 
the all-femme program “Now Is the 
Time,” to go out over the net for 
four Saturdays beginning March 25. 

Show will be a series of drama- 
tizations designed to attract women 


into the War services. © 


WOW Back to Woodmen of World 
By Nebraska High Court Order 


Omaha, March 14. | transferred to the lessee is equal to 
By a four-to-three vote the Ne-| the 250 shares of preferred stock 
braska Supreme Court Friday (10)| issued to Gillin for $1 per share 
ordered the lease of WOW, owned| Whereas all the others paid $99 per 
by the Woodmen of the World In-| Share for preferred stock. 
surance Society, to Station WOW, Opinion held that to permit the 
Inc., cancelled on the ground terms} lease to remain in effect “would be 
were unfavorable to the insurance| a fraud upon the society and the 
society. The opinion further ex-| members thereof” and ordered the 
plained that Dr. E. Bradshaw, for- $25,000, and income over operating 
mer president and now chairman of} expenses be returned to the society. 
the board of the society, favored the | 
new corporation because of his “zeal | 


to secure the welfare of his close, 9 
personal friend” John J. Gillin, Jr., ac ton S 
head of the new company and for- 
merly manager of the station for the 
society. 
WOW, which has been operated OW firs OW 
by the Gillin organization under the 
lease since Jan. 15, 1943, would ; 
be returned to the society under the|__ RCA toppers are wrangling over 
high court’s ruling. Motion fdr a the appearance of Jay Blackton on 
rehearing is expected to be filed by| the RCA-Blue “The Music America 
the Gillin interests. Supreme Court|L°ves’ Saturday program. One 
decision was a reversal of one in| faction is against Blackton on 
Douglas County District Court. grounds that he’s a Decca recording 
The Supreme Court’s opinion in-| @'tist and insist that he be replaced 
cluded the following points: by an RCA-Victor recording artist. 
The lease required no down pay- Expected that the situation will 
ment. Accounts receivable of $25,-| Come to a head this week, though 
000 were transferred by the society| Blackton is relinquishing the 
to the lessee so it would have $100,-| “Oklahoma” orch-conducting chore. 


000 with which to do_ business. Blackton waxed the fast-selling 
Amount of accounts’ receivable! Decca “Oklahoma” album. 


City 


WHB 


AND WE INVITE YOU to ‘phone us for availabilities 
if you're ceaeietes spot radio in this war-boom market. 
In strong second — all day long, “Your Mutual Friend” 
is Kansas City’s Dominant Daytime Station ... delivering 
the “most listeners ~ dollar” throughout the western 
half of Missouri and the eastern third of Kansas. For 


availabilities, call DON DAVIS 


KANSAS CITY — Scarritt Building — HArrison 1161 
NEW YORK CITY—507 Fifth Avenue—VAnderbilt 6-2550 
CHICAGO — 333 North Michigan Blvd.— @ENtral 7980 
HOLLYWOOD—5855 Kollywood Blvd.—HOllywood 6211 


KEY STATION for the KANSAS STATE NETWORK 
Kansas City © Wichita Salina Greot Bend Emporia 
Missouri Kansas Kansas Kansas Kansas 


MONTHS: DECEMBER, 1943. JANUARY, 1944. KANSAS CITY 


HOOPER STATION LISTENING INDEX 


TOTAL COINCIDENTAL PIRIOD 14462 


MORNING” 
INDEX 
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Shortwave Trend Finds OWL 
Agencies in Opposite Corners 


Difference in attitudes towards + 


shortwave international broadcast- 
ing, as far as Government and in- 
dustry is concerned, was pointed up 
in past few weeks by two major 
developments. First was applica- 
tion by the Blue network to the 
FCC for permission to establish di- 
rect wire hookup with the Byington 
six-station network in Brazil. 

This is taken to mean that post- 
war commercia! programs aimed at 
America probably will not 


Latin 
depend on the uncertainties of 
shortwave transmissions. Adver- 


tisers no doubt will insist that air 
campaigns in the territory be waged 
either through direct wire links 
from the U. S. or via live and 
platter shows aired from native 
stations. 

Second development, however, is 
a direct about-face with the owl 
last week authorizing construction 
in San Francisco of a_ $1,000,000 
shortwave outlet to serve the Far 
East, Pacific area and Latin Amer- 
ica. Station, to be constructed by 
NBC and it’s affiliate, KPO, for the 
Government, is expected to be ready 
next fall. 

Outlet shapes up as most power- 
ful ever used in this country and 
will be utilized by OWI for beam- 
ing of propaganda and morale pro- 
grams as are all other shortwave 
stations under project set up shortly 
Pearl Harbor. 


™n line with U. S. Government's | 


shortwave expansion policy is 
Canadian project nearing completion 
at Sackville, New Brunswick, where 
a powerful high frequency trans- 
mitter (expected cost $1,100,000) is 
in final stages. Delays in obtaining 
materials, which for a time threat- 
ened to put off completion of CBC 
project, apparently have been over- 
come. 

Despite these Government go- 
aheads the feeling still is growing 
in private industry circles that 
future of international broadcasting 
on a commercial basis will follow 


another course in which atmospheric | 


conditions will not be present as ja 
constant bugaboo. 


Hooper to List 


Cash Prize Info: 


Policy changes in releases of sur- 
vey reports by the Hooper organiza- | 
tion, N. Y., as outlined by C. E. | 


Hooper last week (10) include an ex- | 


planatory notation to be listed along 
with the rating in all cases where a 
program gives cash awards to listen- 
The notation “Station gives 
money prizes to telephoned listen- 


ers” will appear in the “Continuing | 


Measurement” tables. 


Another change will see the “share 


of audience” or “% of listeners” 
column eliminated in the Winter- 
Spring “continuing” report of May 
15, Station listening indexes will be 
prominently labelled as_ follows: 
“This is a measure of Mistribution, 
net the size, of the audiences of the 
respective stations.’ Hooper’ ex- 
plained this will prevent of 
listeners” figures, uniformly larger, 
from being misused as ratings. 

Hooper also said that “continuing” 
measurements published by his out- 
fit would be made available by sub- 
scription to advertisers and agencies 
in Cases where disputes over avail- 
ability of city-zone or trading area 
listening info arise among. station 
subscribers, 


ALLAN JONES MULLED 


FOR ‘B’WAY MATINEE’ 


| 


Allan Jones, who closed last week | 


in Vinton Freedley’s Broadway 
musical, “Jackpot,” is being consid- 
ered as successor to Alfred 
for the lead in the Owens-lIllinois- 
CBS “Broadway Matinee” airer, 
when Drake goes to the Coast to 
make a picture. 

Drake, star of “Oklahoma,” at the 
St. James, N. Y., checks out of both 
the Theatre Guild musical smash 
and the air show in June. 


De Groot WCAE Pub Chief 
Pittsburgh, March 14. 
Mitchell DeGroot, Jr., who left 
Warners publicity department about 
a year ago to take a war job, has 


Drake | 


been named director of public rela-— 


tions at WCAE. 


WEBS, STAGEHANDS 
AIR PACT RENEWAL 


Negotiations got under way Mon- 
day (13) between the networks in 
N. Y. which lease legit theatres for 
broadcasts and the Theatrical Pro- 
tective Union No. 1 (Stagehands), 
for a renewal of contract which cov- 
ers stagehands in the houses. Old 
pact expires shortly, and it’s report- 
ed union is demanding an increase in 


wages, which, if allowed by the 
webs, wil] have to 30 to the War 
Labor Board for approval. 

Following initial session attended 
by Vince Jacobi, prexy of the union, 
and reps from CBS, Mutual, the Blue 
and NBC, meetings were called off 
until late this week. 


Feuting His Education 


Colonel Stoopnagle’s (F. Chase 
Taylor) “autobiography,” labeled 
“You Wouldn't Know Me From 
Adam,” which comes off the 
presses next month, will also 
contain a number of drawings by 
the air comedian. Fred Allen, 
who does an intro for the tome, 
Was impressed by the sketches 
and asked the Colonel how he 
learned to draw. 


“I started drawing when I was 
five,” retorted Stoopnagle. “I'd 
lie on the floor and draw by the 
light of a hotfoot I had given my 
uncle.” 


Arnold Blom Succeeds 
Judy DuPuy on PM 


Arnold Blom, formerly on broad- 
cast desk of the N. Y. Daily News 
last week, was named radio editor of 
PM succeeding Judy DuPuy, who re- 
signed to take a tele survey job with 
General Electric in Schenectady. 

Blom was a sort of liaison man be- 
tween the News and WNEW, N. Y. 
for many years. 


Fly Tells Lea Committee Pearl 
Harbor Not His or FCC's Fault 


Washington, March 14. 

FCC Chairman James L. Fly on 
the stand at the Lea House commit- 
tee hearing today resumed denials 
of charges that he and the FCC had 
been lax in protecting national in- 
terests and security in pre-Pearl 
Harbor Hawaii. Fly declared the 
commission established three short- 
wave monitor stations in the Pacific 
island group in October, 1940, but 
never uncovered any evidence that 
messages were being transmitted by 
Japs to the homeland from Hawaii 
or fishing boats occupying nearby 
waters. 

Many such boats were seized and 
searched after the Jap sneak attack, 
Fly said, with no suspicious after- 
maths. Fly also defended himself 
against allegations he refused to turn 
over fingerprints of wireless opera- 
tors and other technical personnel 
to the FBI by saying that the Navy 
had followed the same policy as re- 
gards civilian employees for the past 


| 25 Ytais. 


No squawks resulted from 
this Navy practice, the chairman re- 
minded the committee. 

Fly also disclaimed blame for fail- 
ure of Congress to pass laws legalize 
ing wire-tapping, as charged earlier 
in the hearings, and said the FBI 
tapped wires between Hawaii and 
Tokyo anyway and turned in re- 
ports. Fly’s stand against wire-tap- 
ping has been attacked in some 
quarters by persons claiming such 
policy was partly responsible for 
Pear] Harbor. 


Mutual’s Billings For 
Feb. 87% Over Last Yr. 


Mutual billings for February, 1944, 
were $1,547,860 as compared to bill- 
ings for the same month last year 
of $826,085. 

February total marks an 87.4% in- 
crease over the gross income for 
February, 1943. ; 


the Pulitzer Prizes of 


them their awards. 


approval. 


Raymond Gram Swing. 


...in Recognition of 


The BLUE’s 


On Saturday, March 11, 1944, broadcast announcement 
ever the Blue Network was made of the winners of this 
year's Alfred I. DuPont Radio Awards. 


Because of the deep significance of these awards (they are 


adio), The BLUE salutes Station 


WLW (NBC affiliate in Cincinnati, O.) and Station WMAZ 
(CBS affiliate in Macon, Ga.) for the services which earned 


The third and final award in the series— which is bestow ed 
upon a radio commentator—went to The BLUE’s Ray- 
mond Gram Swing, who is sponsored by Socony-V acuum 
Oil Company and associated companies. 


The BLUE is particularly proud of this—first, because 
Mr. Swing is such an inveterate winner of awards, but 
more particularly because of what the DuPont award stands 
for and because its winning carries so great a measure of 


Distinguished and Meritorious Performances of Public Service... 
by Excellent and Accurate Gathering and Reporting of News...” 


Mr. Swing Wins 
The Alfred I. DuPont Radio Award for a Commentator 


In his short speech of acceptance, Mr. Swing, with charae- 
teristic modesty, pays tribute to his brother commentators, 
and extends that tribute to include all American journalists 
who have done so much in the service of their country and 


the people. Said Mr. Swing in part: 


“They (i.e. journalists and commentators) have to qualify 
for their vital role in democratic life by their individual 
sense of responsibility . . . And if the liberties of a people 
are safe, as the liberties of this country continue to be, this 
is because individual journalists have known their respon- 
sibility, and have measured the fullness of their freedom to 
the measure of their responsibility.” 


Perhaps The BLUE may be forgiven for believing that the 
selection of Mr. Swing ts, in a way. a recognition of The 
jlicy in news—which gives to its com- 
mentators all the freedom they are guaranteed under the 
Constitution—a policy we feel to be in the best interests of 


BLUE’s own 


the American people. 


She Blue Network 


Show aia the photograph above. left to right: Dr. Francis P. Gaines, President 
of Washington and Lee University and member of the DuPont Award Com- 
mittee: Mre. Alfred I. DuPont: Merk Woods, President of The Blue Network; 
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Blue-DuMont Deal 
But Web Says 


Like everyone else in the industry 
the Blue network “is very much in- 


terested” in television right now but | 


how this interest is to be transferred 
into action 
cealed by those empowered to an- 
nounce web policies. Only avilable 
alley for active 
video programming and experimen- 


tal work would seem to be the 
DuMont labs. currently being used 
by WOR, WNEW and ot.er N. Y. | 


outfits prevented by priorities from 
establishing their own tele setups. 
Prexy Mark Woods, however, 
week denied reports that the 
and DuMont were 
cooperative scheme for the web to 
bow into tele and said no 
tions were in progress. This 
taken to mean that efforts to arrive 
at a working agreement faiicd to 
jell. It’s known that in the past few 
weeks Edgar Kobak. Blue veepec, 
and DuMont execs 
a “quasi-merger” just 
announcement that 
WNEW had reached 
agreement whereby the independen! 
station beeaine the first in that 


Plue 


prior to the 
DuMont and 


cale- 


gory to go into tele as a wctive 
programming contribuicr. 
In some circles it’s thought Blue- 


fell 


Was 


through 
unable to 


DuMont 


because 


negotiations 
the network 
obtain an exclusive agreement 
the tele outlet which would 
eliminated other stations from using 
the studios and transmitting facili- 
ties at 515 Madison avenue curing 
the prepeace experimental period. 
Kobak Illness Factor? 
However, it's mere widely  be- 
lieved that the illness of Kobak. re- 
cently sidelined, was responsible for 
failure of the expected agreement to 
be consummated. A definite merger 
of DuMont and the Blue would 
bring Paramount into the picture in- 
asmuch as the film company has a 
heavy financial interest in 


have 


vision concern. 
Par holds 600,000 shares of the 
1.380.000 which constitute the tele 


is being carefully con- |} 


participa’ In | 


working out aj 


negoltia- | 


were disctissing | 


cooperative | 


with | 


the tele- | 


Was in Works 


Nothing Doing Now 


(outfit owns all the “B” stock and 
| 50,000 shares of “A” but actual man- 
'agement rests with the latter giving 
DuMont interests control 


Raibourn, Par 
who is chief of 


econo- 
the 


fit and Paul 
mist-analyist 


treasurer. 
Mention of Par as a possible part- 


ner in the Noble web recalls that 
the Balaban outfit at one time 
owned 50°: of CBS. However, in- 
dustry circles believe chances for 


the film company to again step into | 
might be} 


‘tthe broadeasting field 
blocked by the FCC which has taken 


ithe stand that agencies influencing | 
; public opinion should not al- 


/lowed to extend their activities into 
‘adjacent “propaganda” fields. 

Thus Par, with its newsreel, film 
features and shorts, might be pre- 


'vented from taking an active part in | 
Blue operations and policy matters | 


iby the which, of course, has 
final say in such matters where 
radio stations are concerned. 


Gertie Lawrence 


Continued from page 43 Soouce 


stint at a big hike in salary over his 
former piloting of the Philip Morris 
Playhouse on CBS Friday nights. 
Selznick’s. Gertie Lawrence Deal 


David O. Selznick last week closed | 


a deal giving Gertrude Lawrence 
the rights to use a radio version of 
| Rebecca” on the Revlon program 
'over the Blue net March 19. 
Blue first balked at the 


Selznick and also on grounds that 
stipulations for plugging “Since You 
| Went Away,” in addition to 
| becca,” meant double or triple spon- 
sorship. 
Francis 


Lederer 


would call for another 
plug for “Voice in the Wind,” 
other United Artists release. 


an- 


Allen B. | 
DuMont .is president of the tele out- | 


company’s television department, Is | 


length, | 
spotting and nature of the plug for 


“Re- | 


is scheduled to} 
| appear on the same program, which | 
commercial | 


Billion $ Television 


——— (‘ontinued from page 1 


“Television Day” was that the new 
medium, when fully developed, will 


merehandising agent of greater value 
than any'yet at their disposal. 
Bill Morris’ Ideas 
Entertainment outlooks for tele 
| were discussed by William Moiris, 
| Jr.. who compared present-day ex- 
| perimentation to the early days of 


;}sound films when shorts were 
| preving ground for today’s feature 
productions. He predicted that ac- 


supply industry with a selling and | 


the | 


tors, producers and directors will fol- | 


|low the same path by cooperating 
and working for minimum 
while video is growing up. “Their re- 
ward will come later, as it did in 
| pictures,” Morris declared. 

Joyce predicted that within five 
years of conversion tele transmitters 
will be an actuality in the nation’s 
key cities and that in 10 vears 80°, 
of the wired homes in the country 
will have video programs available 


salaries 


|of the American Farm Buyeau, in 


through what will then be a billion | 
dollar industry. Ed O'Neil, president | 


another transcription, declared that | 
tele undoubtedly would serve to in- | 
crease the farmer's purchasing power | 


through creating demands fo: 
products. This, O'Neil said. 
not help but contribute to increased 
employment prosperity all 
around. 

Sales exec meeting was highlighted 

by visual demonstrations of commer- 
jcial plugs a la video with 
| showing difference in appeal between 
| straight radio sales messages and 
ditto tele. Products ballyhooed in- 
i cluded beer, shatterproof glass, vac- 
uum cleaners and overalls. 

Actual tele shows also were picked 
up for those attending on receivers 
installed by GE, Philco and RCA. 
| Allen B. DuMont, president of Du- 
Mont labs. was: chairman at the 
luncheon session. 


could 


| Pat Quinn Joins WJR 
Detroit, March 14. 
Latest addition to WJR's 
ing staff here is Pat Quinn, 
moves over from the local 
| tion WENA. 


innounce- 
who 


FM sta- 


company’s corporate structure. Film 


FIRST ON NEW YORK’S DIAL- 576 


SHOWMANAGEMENT 
CITATION 
» Oubstandirg 
War Theme Feature 


AS 


THIS §$ AMERICA’S LEADING INDEPENDENT STATION 


his | 


/ a dramatic stanza submitted by sev- 


actors | 


| 
| 


| the non-existence of critical 


| auditioned a 


Survey Backfires 


Class A network affiliate in an eastern city recently made a survey 
of listeners, showing that it had more of listening audiences during 
most of the daylight and nighttime hours. 


But the survey backfired in a peculiar manner. 
combined—outdrew 


small independent stations—all 


It showed that the 
the individual 


large network outlets at certain key listening periods. 
Advertising agencies, specializing in local accounts, did some hasty 


figuring, 


They found that spot announcements on all the small sta- 


tions combined would cost less than half the cost on each of the top 
stations, including the one which made the survey at great expense, 

Consequently, some of the agencies have pulled their spot business 
from the large stations and are giving it to a combination of the 


smaller outlets. 


Time, Talent 


Contributed for Govt War Shows 


Adam Hats Plans Return 
With New Show in Fall 


Adam Hats, sponsors of the “Star | 
for a Night” program which was on 
the Blue until two wecks ago, will 
return to the air in the fall with a 
new half-hour program. 

Format has not been decided upon, | 
but field has narrowed down to 
choice between a variety package or 


eral agencies. 


Staid Philly Bulletin 
In Editorial Blast Vs. 


Radio Entertainment 


Philadelphia, March 14. 

The Evening Bulletin last week 
on its usually conservative editorial | 
page carried a_ blistering editorial | 
against “infantile entertainment on 
the radio.” 

Bulk of the barks were reserved 
‘soap operas. The paper, which | 
is owned by AP President Robert S 
McLean, said that radio claims that 


Lor 


mail ds 


proof that the public wants a cer- | 
tain radio program. 

“This argument ignores the fact 
that few listeners think it worth 
while to talk back to a radio,” the 
editorial stated. 


“The real criticism of a radio pro- 


gram is the click of the switch 
which turns it off. Only when 
greatly moved does a member of 
the radio audience write in protest 


to those who make or 


program.” 


sponsor the 


SAMMY KAYE IN 1A, 
SEEK SUB PROGRAM 


The jinx apparently continues to 


hover over the Sammy Kaye-Old 
Gold Wednesday night air show. 
Having recently gotten over the 


Monty Woolley fiasco, culminating 
The Beard’s withdrawal from the 
show, sponsors learned last week of 


the orch leader’s “Greetings” from 
the President, promoting him into 
the 1-A class and ordering him up 


for a physical. 
a: Walter 
Which handles 
trying to 
when 


Thompson 
the account, is still 
line up a sub program 
Kave’s orch begins a tour of 
one-nighters early next month. 


agency, 


P&G Mulls 
Of “Ethel & Albert’ Drama 


Blue 


network officials last 
15-minute 


board man and wife dramatic stanza 


week | 


across-the- | 


titled “Ethel and Albert.” which has 
been on WJEJ. Hagerstown, Md., for 
the past two years. 


Web has taken an option on the 


program and Procter & Gamble, | 
manufacturers, understood to| 
be interested in sponsoring. | 


soap 


+ 


Washington, March 14. 
Radio’s contribution in time and 
talent to various Government war 
programs amounted to $202,000,000 
in 1943, according to a survey just 
completed by NAB. 


“When the figures are broken 
down,” said NAB, “it is disclosed 


that $93,000,000 in station and net- 
work time was given on a sustain- 


ing basis. Time valued at $81,000.- 
000 and devoted to some phase of 


the Government's war program was 
given on a sponsored or commercial 
basis. To round out the tatal figure, 
$28,000,000 in talent costs was in- 
volved on sustaining and commer- 
cial programs by stations, networks 
and advertisers.” 

Breakdown by agencies. shows 
that the Treasury cashed in to the 
tune of $49,698,000 for the top take 
from radio. Department of Agricul- 
ture and War Food Administration 
are in second place, having bene- 
fited by $22.187.000. with the War 
Dept. in third place—$13,119.000. 
Manpower drives copped over $12,- 
000.000 in radio contributions. 

Included in the totals is $30,561,000 
for “miscellaneous campaigns not 
emanating from any particular Gov- 
ernment agency” but tied in with 
war work. 


MITCHUM WSTP ASST. MGR. 
-srlotte, March 14 

William Mitc’um has joined staff 

of WSTP, Salisbury, as 

manager and 


assistant 


also as manager of 


| WSTP’s studios in Kannapolis. 


Mitchum, from WBT, Charlotte, 
where he had been serving as an- 
nouncer, succeeds Earl Caton, who 
went to WGBG, Greensboro. 


WORLD WIDE 
TRAVEL-ACCIDENT INSURANCE 


IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE in large 
amounts either directly or through 
your insurance broker in leading 
American insurance companies. 
Ask our nearest office for a copy 
of “Travel-Accident Insurance,” 
sem without obligation. # your 
problem is urgent, phone or wire 
us for @ quotation. 


aviation and insurance circles, PARKER & CO. 
hee long been recognised pioneer in 
Svietion, ait carge and foreign insurance. 


PARKER & CO. 


VIATION AND GENERAG INSURANCE 


60 EAST 47° 
NEW YORK 17.6 ¥ 
MUrray Hill 2-7426 


1616 WALNUT 
PHUADELHIA 3. PA 
KINgstey 1200 


For large BROADCASTING 
City, 


Write full details, enclosing 


| Box 505, Variety, 154 W. 


RADIO PRODUCERS 


COMPANY, in New York 


Stage and film direction background valuable adjunct. 


photo. 


46th St., N. Y. 19, N. Y. 
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What makes this network work 


@ These 143 stations, woven into a blan- 
ket to cover the 3,026,789 square miles 
of the United States... 


@ These 143 stations, interlaced into an 
extensive pattern of clear channels, 


regionals and locals... 


@ These 143 stations, affiliates of the 
National Broadcasting Company .. . are 
what make this network work. 


NBC salutes its associated stations for 
their individual and collective contribu- 
tions to the war effort; salutes them for 
the role they are playing, both nationally 


and locally, in building morale, educat- 


They all tune to the 


National Broadcasting Company 


It’s a National Habit 


ing, informing and entertaining America’s 
millions under stress of war; salutes them 
for their loyalty and belief in the Amer- 
ican system of network broadcasting 
which is founded on the principle of free 


enterprise devoted to the service of a free 
people. 

Their leadership in the past, their con- 
stant willingness and ability to render 
public service during the war, their keen 
awareness of the challenge of the future 
which promises newer and even greater 
service to the people, these are most im- 
portant factors in NBC’s leadership as a 
network, which make NBC “The Network 
Most People Listen to Most.” 


A Service of Radio 
Corporation of America 
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“COLUMBIA PRESENTS CORWIN™ 

“Movie Primer” 

With Everett Sloane, Frank Gallop, 
Minerva Pious, Ted DiCorsia, Peter 
Donald, Tony Marvin, Hester Son- 
dergaard., Ralph Bell, Donna 
Keaih, Alex Englander, Yung Ying 
Hsu: announcer, Harry Marble 


Producer - director - author: Nerman 


Corwin 
Musie composed and conducted by 
Lyn Murray 
30 Mins.: March 7, 10-10:50 p.m, 
Su taining 
WABC-CBS, New York 


No n Corwin's “Movie Primer 
is along the same formula as 
“Radio Primer,” which one ol 
th 26 by Corwin” series In 1941. 
Its a vgood humored. not 
subtle rib on Hollywood nich, 
for all its pointedness. was not 
too vicious. Certainly the trade 
an yiion of a possible ad 


misement 


out blast at a compciltive a 


industry never materialized. In fact 
Corwin’s dig at his own favored 
form of show biz—radio—was «a | 


shade more devastating his 
“Radio Primer.” 


What heightened the frac 2 an- 
ticination. of course, was his resia- 
nation from supposed $2.000-a- 


week film job to return to CBS ai 
$500 in reported disgust with the 
cel uloid industry. 

Avart from the intra-trade 
nificances. Corwin is a weltome-back 
to the air. Admittedly he'll not en- 
joy the “circulation” he might vre- 


sig- 


ter—and rates—because of the Bob 
Hope slot opposite him, but the 
Pepsodent kid is gonna lose quite 
a few of the “wise” bunch if Corwin 
maintains per for the course. 

In Lyn Murray, the producer- 


writer-director of “Columbia 
sents Corwin” hes a find. In some 


respects Murray is alinost 


Pre 


ery because his prowess has been ac. | 


cented on the choral chores, where- 
as his music here emereecs imvortant- 
ly and significantly. In fact he al- 
most emerged the star of the ovener, 
so vivid were his orchestral and 
choral furbelows to accent tSe Cor- 
winesque satire on Hollywood. 

The expert cast went down the 
alphabet from A-to-Z, omitting but 
a few letters of the “Movie Primer.” 
The stuff on A for Ads: B for Bov 
(meets girl), or French 
Bove: meets girl: C for 
(“Life is just a bow|lskv 


columnist 
of Sidney 


discov- | 


version: | 


M-G-M's ‘2 Sisters and a Sailor’ campleted 


New CAMEL PROGKAM, Friday 
10 pm, EWT 


Met.: LOU CLAYTON 


a highiy competent troupe 
Coming: “A Television Prime: 
Abel, 


“TOP OF THE EVENING” 

With Sally Sweatland, Saidenberg & 
Rebner: the King’s Men and the 
Ken Darby chorus 

Writer: Foster Carling 

Producer: Clare Olmstead 

15 Mns.: Mon., Fri., 10:15-10:50 p. m. 

WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC 


 WJIZ-Blue, New York 


(McCann-Erickson) 
Crisp. 


features 


entertaining musical inter- 
Sally Sweatland, 
backed by two vocal ensembles, the 
Kine’s Men and the chorus, and : 
lighting the dual piano, team of Sai- 


‘ 
DOL- 


| 

,;denberg and Rebner. 

| Miss Sweatland’s voice on preem 
| Monday (13) was ‘not given the | 


proper treatment since her one solo 
number was marred by faulty plac- 
jing of the mike, which caused an 
echo effect. The piano team clicked 
lwith a pop arrangement of “The 
/ Man I Love,” but they gave ample 
evidence that they would be more 
lat home in classical numbers. The 
King’s Men gave their usual smooth 
treatment to the old hill tune, “Skip 
to Me, Lou.” 

Commercial copy was concise and 
\-ell-delivered in two~spots 
the session. Pitch was directed to- 
ward showing the sponsor's advances 


advances. 


Turo. 


war possibilities of these 


\“SALUTE TO WOMEN IN 
UNIFORM” 
| Writer: Ruth Jameson 
Director: Paul Killian 
30 Mins.; Sat., 3:30 p.m, 
Sustainine 
WOR-Mutual, N. Y. 
In deference to 32d anniversary of 
Girl Seouts of America. Army-Navy 


slot Saturday (11) to a tribute to 
women in uniform various 
branches of war service. 

The 30-minute stanza proved inter- 
esting listening fare. with musica! 
interludes contributed by Bobby 
| Norris and A&N House Party orch 
and Marion Elliott handling vocals. 
Both were creditable spacers for the 
| chatter and capsule interviews. 

Program got under way in N. Y. 
studio with Bruce Elliott introducing 
| Major Cora Bass and Sgt. Louise 
| Warren kudoing the splendid work 
| of women in the WAC’s. 


ene Blanchfield interviewed Lt. Doris 


Was accentuated further by 
| Denfield, of Navy 


personnel, 


in uniform. 


With 


Skolskv’): D for dialog, and so on | 
| down the line, Wa brilliant, 
scripted, produced and interpreted 


“MAYOR OF THE TOWN” 
Lionel! jarrymore, 
Moorehead, Conrad Binvon. 
Writers:—Charles Tagwell and How- 
ard Breslin 
Director: Donald Clark 
30 Mins.: 7:50 p.m. 
Noxvzem: 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Ruthrand & Ryans 
Arter an hiatus of several months, 
during which it was olf the 
Town’ has returned to 


“Mavor of the 
the CBS net under new auspices but 


Agnes 


with essentially the same dramatic 
format that endeared it as family- 
time entertainment. Lionel Barry- 


during | 


| 
in the electronic field and the vost- | 


House Party turned over time in this! 


Col. Flor- | 


pointed up| 
remarkably good work women were | 
| doing in all branches of service. This | 
Admiral 
W ho 


| added further to the praise of women 


more is still the “mayor,” cantanker- 
ous. but still righting the fictional in- 
dignities heaped upon his small com- 
munity or its individuals. As such 
it maintains its place as satisfactory 
middle class entertainment, especial- 
ly for the youngsters. Direction, 
scripting and performances follow 
accepted standards. 

On the opening show of the new 
series, which is tor Noxzema, 
“Mayor” told the story of how the 
municipality's chief executive 
straightened out the difficulties that 
arose when a neighborhood youns- 
ster found a stray dog. The question 
| was how the youngster could keep the 
canine though*he belonged to some- 
one else. It was obvious, elementary 
scripting. but for the post-supper 
youngsters at whom this program, 
and probably the series, was aimed, 
it iit the groove. 

With this program Noxzema_ has 
marked its resumption as a CBS 
sponsor for. the first time in 
years. Kahn. 


“THIS IS THE UNDERGROUND” 


With Charles Egleston, Marguerite 
Shallett, Gil Faust, Henry Saxe 


‘Jess Pugh and Gordin Stanley 
Writer: David De Koven 
Producer: James Jewell 
135 Mins.; Sunday, 6:45-7 p.m. 
ATLAS BREWING CO. 

WBBM, Chicago 

Based on actual happenings in the 
growth and spread of the under 
ground movement in Europe, the 15- 
' minute series is jampacked with ac- 
tion and drama. Each episode js 
complete in itself, with dramatiza- 
tions by different writers and chang- 
ing casts. : 

Show caught was the story of a 
former Dutch newspaper editor who 
engineered a coup, costing him his 
life, resulting in other members of 
the underground obtaining a supply 
of paper with which to continue the 
secret publication of their paper, 
“The Truth of the Netherlands.” 
David De Koven’s script was tight: 
James Jewell’s direction was okay, 
and the acting, for the most part, 


Very acceptable with the exception 
Ritchey, a nurse rec y returned; 
| from |of the woman, whose tear-jerking 
; | melodramatics reminde of 4 
| pointing u need of Mavy ums 1elodramati reminded one of olc 
| both here and abroad. Also the cials were crisp and concjse and, on 
Col Ruth |tening. Herb Foote furnished the 
(Streeter took over and organ background music. Morg. 


Don McLaughlin has succeeded 
| Byron McGrath as Ed Lorimer in 
“This Life Is Mine,” CBS serial. Me- 
'Grath into Army. 


| 


alr, | 


ryoid. It 


four | 


j tary 


as Herb Adams, tap dancer: Pat Fyfe, 


| Television Review 


“TELEVISION CANTEEN” 
With Herb Adams, Pat Fyfe, Burke 
Twins, others 
30 Mins., Sun., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
W2AWV-DuMont, N. Y. 
Variously called “The Sketch | 
Book,” “Mabel Horsey’s Varieties” 
and “Television Canteen,” this 
screams of amateur production no 
matter how billed. Faltering pace. 
faulty timing, unoriginal script and 
direction mars what chance it has ol 
coming close to a jell. Little doubt 
but that several first-rate folks, such | 


Irish balladist and jig dancer, and 
the warbling Burke twins, try hard 
to make something of this musical 
simply couldn't be done. 
Anytime any person has the slightest 
suspicion that the post-war public 
will go for this routine vaude pro- 
jected on an 8-by-10-inch frame, he 
simply has no appreciation of public 
tastes. 

If this is typical of television as it 
will be handed the American public 
alter the war, one shudders unless 
some smart vaude-film theatre or 
picture producers step in and take a 
hand. it is no fault of the partici- 
pants of this experimental television 
production that they show up so 
badly. It merely bears out the con- 
tention of those close to the televi- 
sion picture that, though the techni- 
cal end may have gone forward 
rapidly under the exigency of mili- 
secrecy in the last few years, 


; the producing end still is, just about 


where it was four or five years ago. 

Besides lacking smoothness, this 
30-minute musical concoction (ran 
actually about 24 mins.) obviously 
suffered from lack of flexibility, 
minimum of action, absence of plot 
or even a few original touches. 
Wound up looking like a group of 
still photos. 

This program sputtered and slowed 
up every time a new entertainer 
came on. When the artist arrived, 
the brief studio space seemed to 
cramp his efforts. Tuning in of band 
recordings between piano accom- 
paniment for the entertainers also 
was badly done. Dull backgrounds 
and sometimes meagre lighting hurt 
many of the efforts. No reflection on 
the performer particularly but sim- 
ply on the medium as now handled. 
Even name vaudeville, radio and 
nightclub stars, who worked in tele- 
vision four and five years ago, fared 
rather dismally under the television 
studio lights. 

As television programming stands, 
based on results found here, telecast- 
ing has the static effect of a stage 
production without its good points, 
possesses little that makes the aver- 
age motion. picture click, and too 
closely follows radio technique. It 
appears that too many television pro- 
grammers are leaning too heavily on 
radio, and result is that their shows 
look like the average radio studio 
broadcast, Wear. 


Followup Comment 


The R.,G. Dun People 
Ted Campeau—CKLW 
Dick Jones—CKLW 


Thanks Vaughn Monroe! 


—for signing me as the featured singer with your 
organization. I'm thrilled to be associated with sucn 
a splendid band as yours. My sincere thanks also to 
those Detroiters who helped me so much, especially 


Earl Hudson—United Detroit Theatres 
Frank Barbaro—The Bowery Cafe 


The Brass Rails—Wm. Boesky & Joe Freedman 
Tony Weitzel—Detroit Free Press 

Herschel Hart—Detroit News 

Charles Gentry—Detroit Times 


| 
| 


| 


i the 


That Gf paternity gag during the 
Grouch Marx-Edward Everett Hor- 
ton setto on the Pabst Blue Ribbon 
program certainly didn’t belong 
there—or on any other program. 


Isn't he Colum- 


The guy with the com- 
approach, comical? After 


Arthur Godfrey. 
bia’s card? 
mercial 


| listening for a week at 6:30 a. m., all 
; we know is that Ed East is beating 
| his ears off over on the Blue. 


Never mind, Mark Warnow, who 
rubs down the percussion platoon 
after the “All Time Hit Parade” Fri- 


day nights. The Society for the Pre- 


vention of Cruelty to Cymbals forms | 


on the right. 


“Wings to Victory,” 
March 9. It hit a good average, de- 
spite the same two voices always in 
principal roles. Some of the 
closing narrative tributes to the air- 
men were outstanding and often 
preferablv read. 


Arch Oboler’s scripting. and acting 
of Bette Davis and Tom Conread | 


*made “Of Human Bondage” a sock 


half-hour Tuesday (7). 

Fred Allen even makes capital of 
his fluffs and any gags which lay 
eggs, as evidenced by last Sunday's 
stint. George Raft’s guesting cued a 


i nifty “Gangbusters” satire. 


tions” program on CBS Saturdays 
continues as one of the most deligit- 
ful of the daytime radio shows. Her 
particular brand of zanyism and as- | 
sorted malapropisms—whether she’s | 
taking up the problems of juvenile | 
delinquency, income tax returns, etc.. | 
are well suited to°radio, with sel-| 
dom a letdown. | 


| 
Billie Burke’s “Fashions in 


“Here’s to Romance” assumed new 


| format on Thursday (9) with the 


dropping of Dick Haymes and the 
substitution of Harry Cool, formerly. 
with Dick Jergens’ orch. and Kay | 


(Continued on page 50) 


| Louis Calhern and J. Edward Bron 


Airforce | 
series, withdrew from the networks 


| “SHE TROOPS TO CONQUER” 
Drama 
115 Mins. (4:45 to 5 p.m.) 
WOMEN’S ARMY CORPS 
WCAU, Philadelphia 
This 1s one of a series of big leas 
dramatic shows put on by the WA¢ 
to stimulate recruiting in the Phill, 


area, The shows are written a; 
directed by Sgts. Sidney Pau! a 
Igo Brady, both formerly of 
webs, and the workmanship. direc- 


tion and seript would do credit to 
maior network production. 

Guest stars for show caught wera 
le 
berg, currently appearing here in 
“Jacobowsky and the Colone!.” 

Sisit concerned protessor in 4 
country occupied by the Nazis 
(plaved by Bromberg) and a sadistic 
Nazi officer (Calhern), who destrovs 
the prot’s writing, including the last 
poem being written as the Nazis 
crash into his house. Dialog 3 
powerful, abetted by musical bac'x- 
ground from Johnny Warrington’s 
WCAU studio band. is 
“The Asbestos Word,” sigiifving the 
poem which would not burn in the 
Nazi benfire. 

Plug for WAC recruits is ably han. 
died by a WAC oOfticer. Siral, 


“TIMEKEEPER” 
With Don Jarvis 
Piano and Songs 
CO-OPERATIVE 
7 to 9 a.m., Mon. Thru Sat, 
WTRY, Troy 

Don Jarvis, formerly of WBT, 
Charlotte. is the new “Timekeever” 
at WTRY. Troy outlet of the Blue. 
He works 95 minutes of the long 
breakfast stretch. There are fade- 
outs for one 15-minute and two five. 

(Continued on page 50) 


| 


PACIFIC COAST 
PROGRAM NOTES 


“Dilly-Dally” says Webster, 
means te loiter or vacillate! 
And this is no time to dilly- 
dally! 


Desirable times on the Pacific Blue 
Network are going fast to Pacitic 
Coast advertisers. 


Twenty-five choice quarter 
hours of time have started work 
since the first of the year for: 
S & W Fine Foods, Union ice, 
Resinol, Lyon Van & Storage, 
Ferry-Morse Seed, RKO Pictures, 
Rainier Brewing Co., Fisher 
Flouring Mills, and Bekins Van 
& Storage. 


The few definitely hot times grill 
available are going-going and we 
can’t guarantee how long before 
they are gone! 


“Blue Newsroom Review”—hour 
of news and commentary from 
1 to 2 p.m., PWT, is rapidly fitl- 
ing up but there are still fifteen- 
minute periods available for 
sponsorship two, three or five 


times weekly! With either 
Edward Jorgenson (above) or 
Major General Malone. 


Proof of the popularity? Sam 
Hayes during one week of this 
month received the amazing 
response of 16,454 answers from 
a single question put to his lis- 
| teners! No offer of any kind was 
involved —just a request for an 
opinion. This is the largest re- 
sponse to a single question ever 
received by Hayes on any network 
in his fourteen years of broad- 
casting. 


| 


One-half of the “What's Doin’, 
Ladies?” program—2 to 2:30 
p-m., PWT, is already gone — 
half still available —15 minutes 
two, three or five times weekly. 
Dapper, clever Art Linkletter 
gets more news from the ladies 
than a back-fence gossiper. 


The swing is to the BLUE. Don't 


miss out by failing to get infor- 
mation from Blue Spot Sales of 
your nearest Blue Network office. 


PACIFIC BLUE NETWORK 
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Canadian Net Shows 
Originate in U. S., With NBC in Lead 


Ottawa, March 14. 4 


Canadian Broadcasting Corp. ans 
nual report (1942-43 fiscal year) just 
released shows upped air time, both 
commercial and sustaining, and 
happy financial setup, with most of 
the wartime obstacles hurdled. 

Report shows that sponsored web 
shows, originating in Canada, upped 
by 6%, with 14.86, of all air time 
being commercial that year, 39° 
originating on U. S. webs (NBC 
leading) and 61°. of Canadian ori- 
gin. Several Canadian-originating 
commercial airings were recorded 
for rebroadcast by BBC to service 
personnel overseas, others played in 
service camps in the Dominion, or 
in war plants. 

CBC had 51,672 programs in its, 
1942-43 fiscal year, totalling 15,700; 
hours, of which 13,379 were sustain- | 
ing and 2.321 sponsored, total “on 


taining and commercial air time on 
networks upped by two hours daily 
over previous year. 


‘Soldiers With Wings’ 
To the Blue in Late 
Switch From Mutual 


“Soldiers With Wings,” the GI air 


| set a 
| scribed shows being shipped over- | 
Biggest radio out- | 


Disque Now a Lt.-Col. 


Brice Disque, Jr., formerly NBC 
script editor, has been elevated to 
Lieutenant-Colonel and made Wing 
Intelligence Officer overseas. 

He went into the Air Force at the 
outbreak of the war, his father be- 
ing a graduate of West Point and on 


; 48es to corral a live audience for 


active duty in the Army until a few | 


years ago. Young Disque (now 
nearly 40), went overseas as a cap- 
tain and in recent months had been 
assigned to Troop Carrier Wing. 


Overseas GI Air 


Shows Set Record 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Armed Forces Radio Service has 
new record with 106 tran- 


seas each week. 
put ever made for foreign distribu- 
tion is waxed and packaged here at 
the headquarters for armed forces in 
all theatres of war. Consignments 
of 45 recordings consist of 18 dif- 
ferent type shows and are produced 


show put on in cooperation with the) by the radio staff of Lt. Col. Tom 
Holly wood Victory Committee, | Lewis. 
which Mutual had intended as a Shows are taken from the air dur- | 


sustaining “prestige show” on what 
it regarded as good saleable time 
(Sundays: 6-6:30 p.m.), goes instead 
to the Blue network in a last-min- 
ute switch. 

Show had been kicking around for! 
some time, originally being heard | 
via CBS, then moving to the Mutual | 
web in the Wednesday night 9:30-10 | 
slot. Latter half-hour becomes prop- 
erty of Campana for its “First 
Nighter” show previously heard on 
Mutual in the 6-6:30 p.m. Sunday 
spot. 

As result of “Wings’ moving over 
to Blue, Mutual is putting on the 
Santa Ana Air Force show, “Roosty 
of the AAF,.” which bows in Sun- 
day (19). GI cast will be headed by 
Staff Sgt. William Tracy, former 
film comedian, with Hollywood star- 
lets in supporting femme roles. 
Writer of new series is Frederick 
Hazlitt Brennan. 


Red Cross Benefit 
Minneapolis, March 14. 

Twin Cities radio stars and news- 
paper columnists’ throwing third 
annual Red Cross benefit ball at 
Marigold Ballroom, tomorrow (15). 
Hale Byers, WCCO newscaster, gen- 
eral chairman. 


There’s a boom back 


home, too, in the town 


where this gun was 
made. 


COVER 
THESE NEW MARKETS 


wr RADIO 


_AND COMPANY | 
OSTATION REPRESENTATIVE 


DETROIT. « SAN FRANCISCO + HOLLYWOO 


ing regular broadcasts, with com- 
mercials being deleted before final 
discing. Topping the list 
with 29 weekly recordings. CBS next 
with 22, Blue network has 15 and 
Mutual-Don Lee three. 


Earl Mullin Survey 


is NBC | 


On How to Overcome | 


Newspaper Air Tabus 


- In line with increased demands by. 


clients that their radio operations | 
be given newspaper recognition they | 
(the clients) believe is due them, the 
Blue network is conducting 
nationwide survey among radio edi- | 
tors seeking information as to the) 
sort of press releases most likely to| 
be used. Earl Mullin, web pub-| 
licity boss, mailed more than 1,000! 
questionnaires last week to daily | 
and weekly blats as the first step in! 
the survey. 

In addition Blue affiliates also are 
being queried on publicity angles in| 
an effort to bring about closer co-! 
operation between Mullins’ staff and! 
individual station publicity outfits. | 
When replies are received it’s plan-| 
ned to turn tabulating chores over! 
to an outside agency after which re- 
sults will be studied by Blue execs. 
Findings of the survey also will be 
made available to other nets, adver- | 
tising agencies, indie stations and 
other parts of the fmdustry upon re- 
quest. 


RED, BLUE BOOST BAND 
SIZE UNDER NEW PACT 


Hollywood, March 14. 
Blue network upped its house! 
band from 13 to 20 men Sunday | 
in accordance with new contract | 
signed to supersede original pact | 


NBC had covering both Red and | 
Blue webs. NBC is expected to fol- | 
low suit this week, but is. staying | 


the increase until certain technical | 
difficulties are ironed out of the 
latest covenant. 

Chain split caused a division of 28 
musicians between the two networks 
| and it was contended that each net 
| should employ a number comparable 
lto the 20 in the KNX orchestra. 
|New Musicians union contract calls 
lfor a five-day week, four-hour day 
lat $95 per week. 

CBS Settles With Kid 
Actor for Voice Takeoff 
Hollywood, March 14. 

Larry Simms, 9-year-old film ac- 
tor who plays Baby Dumpling in the 
Blondie series, colfected $4,500 from 
CBS after filing suit saying his voice 
had been broadcast without permis- 
sion. Suit was instituted by mother 
of the child actor, who claimed that 
radio actor Sunny Carter has imi- 
tated film moppet, violating his 
privacy of voice. 

Broadcasting company denied re- 
sponsibility but settled for $4.500 to 
avoid extensive litigation. Court ap- 


proved settlement. 


Auditions Held Daily 
For ‘T&C’ Successor 
Before Live Audiences 


Imminent induction of Ralph Ed- 
wards has intensified search for a 
successor as emcee of the NBC 
“Truth or Consequences” 
Edwards passed his physical. 

Interesting angle on auditions is| Dr. Joseph E. Maddy, head of radio, 
that they are being held in front | music at the University of Michigan 
of live audiences. Commentary on | and sponsor of the Michigan Educa-}| 
session's popularity is that it man-| tion Radio chain, was invited to dis- 
each audition in spi | oe the local plan at a conference | 

c Spite of fact they’re | sponsored by the Canadian Broad- 
being held every day. | casting Corp. at Toronto. 


Stanza. | a chain of FM stations for its school 


Canada May Fellow Michigan's 
Lead on FM Chain for Education 


Detroit, March 14. | 
Probabjlity of Canada establishing! of nearly a score of FM stations and 


Michigan has worked out a plan 


applied for licenses to the FCC by 


System was seen last week when} which most of the school svstems 


throughout Michigan would be 
linked for special radio education. 
The plan has attracted widespread 
attention among educators and radio 
experts and Dr. Maddy said that 
Canada was highly interested in 


creating a similar system. 
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to receive such 
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FCC Faces Additional Slashes 
In Budget: Senate in Whack at RID 


Washington, March 14. 

FCC. which 
900 bitten out of its war work budge 
by House. recommended for 
another $590,000 stash for 
Intelligence Division and Fore 
Broadcast Intelligence Service 
the Senate Appropriations Commit- 
tea. In addition, the 
wants to whack $209,000 out of the 


the is 


ign 
by 


FCC budget for its normal functions. | 


These are for the fiscal year begin- 


had a jagged $1.500.-| 


its Radio| 


committee | 


Marty Glickman in 1-A: 
Husing Subs on Program 


WHN, N. 
in 1-A and will 
Syracuse, N. Y., home 
the week for a few 


Marty Glickman, 
sports expert 
leave for his 
latter part of 
days. 
replaces him on 
stanza Glickman does 


iS 


“Opposite Corners,” 


Ted Husing. CBS sportscaster, | 


Cincy’s WCPO a Saga 
Of ‘Rags to Riches’ 


Cincinnati, March 14. 


' HOLLENBECK, LYLE VAN 
IN PUTNAM’S SPOTS 


George Putnem did a Patti on his 


WCPO. which had the most hum-/11 p.m. WEAF (N. Y.) newscast 
ble start ef any Cincy station, un-| Monday (13) and reported for in- 
veiled its new modernistic studio; duction yesterday (Tues.). As on 
and office setup Thursday (9) on the! his Sunday night show he introed 
88th floor of the Carew Tower, now; Lyle Van. one of his successors, on 
the town’s loftiest broadcasting loca-| the 15-minute show with both ex- 
tion. ' changing “goed luck” salutations. 

As-a 530-watter and with WFBE) Van, announcer for H. V. Kalten- 
as its call letters, the station took to, born broadcasts, will be heard only 
the air in 1927 when a “Chief” Was- on the 11 o'clock newscasts spon- 
comb. from Indiana, hit town with! sored by Bond clothes and RKO 
a broadcasting permit. and an arm- | pictures. 
load of equipment which he man-| Putnam's spot at 6 p.m. is being 
aged to install in the basement linen! filled by Don Hollenbeck, NBC 
| room of the Parkview, a small hotel! correspondent recently back from 


Relacement Sought 
For Bert Wheeler 
On Sinatra Program 


J. Walter Thompson agency, whic} 
handles the production on the 
Wednesday night CBS Frank Sinatra 
show for the Vimms vitamins ac- 
count, is scouting around for a 
median to replace Bert Wheeler 
when the show moves to New York 
from the Coast March 
Wheeler stays on the Coast because 
of commitments there. Axel Stor- 
dahl, who conducts the orch on the 


on 29. 


ning July on West 8th street. By slow degrees Italy. Planter’s peanuts and Peter | show, comes east with The Voice. 
FCC budget is included in thebill with Bert Lee every night bu of record playing, chirping by song) Paul candy are sponsors. Hollen- 4 
inde dent’ day. Stanza is sponsored by Cranx | : Show was originally skedded to 
for appropriations for independ oh tll a . “| pluggers, talks by and interviews| beck will write own scripts with | move east as of next. Wednesday 
offices. Senate committee wrote Shave Cream. ; | with most anyone who would go to) spiels for Van being prepared by ! (4. = oe aia * 
Seer eae -hich would WHN lining up possible replace-| “ | Naas | (22) but ran into a delay snag. Pend- 
into this bill a proviso which w : ung up poss | the place, a regular schedule devel-! NBC newsroom staff . : . . 
iovees of the inde-| ment for Glickman should he be in-| | ing selection of a permanent re- 
require all employees of the inde-' ment for Glickman § oped. ' Replacement for Putnam on the placement for Wheeler, it's planned 
pendent offices earning 34.500 oh ducted. The hotel was bought in 1928 by Sunday afternoon NBC “Army Hour” | hon guestars on a week-to-week 
more a year to be subject to Senate George Schott. who found himself, not yet set. IS " 
confirmation. This opens the door “stuck” with the radio station. 
wide for TEMPLETON-HYLTON engaged Earl Fuller, a native and) 
would enable senators, for example, former leader of a jazz band, as . lei * e 
certain FCC jobs as patronage eager nmark’s 
certain ON NBC-BBC C0-0P manager. In turn the station was | Taxes Stymie Hitte: a 
yefore they would oOKay the siate | 
Mg managed by Harry Rubin, now dead; | Continued from page 1 New Middle East Post 
vd, Jack Hylton in England will chat) William Clark, currently manager | Washington, March 14 
ie liable to buck this section hara, with his protege Alec Templeton in| of RKO theatres in Dayton, O.; Wil- | have incomes running into six figures | : ™ = 
h i liam Kirkindale and, since 1936,) annually already. Miss Sullevan is Maj. Gordon A. Hiltenmark, for- 
going to senators. Mortimer C. Watters. The power! married to Leland Heyward, the | merly with NBC, has been nan 
“ts oe , Cnpereve sane’ nad been upped to its present 250/ agent, who is also in the top brack- | public relations officer for U. S. 
Givney Into Army Spotlight” show aired at 12:30 P.M. | watts ‘ets. Oscar Hammerstein 2d, with a forces in the Middle East: 
Troy, March 14. The Cincy Post tied in with the; cut from both “Carmen” and “Okla-| Hittenmark recently headed a 
John J. Givney, who has been | ing ee a ¥ sth “wan | station in 1928 for the burg’s first} homa,” is another in the excess | mobile radio recording unit which 
bi vadcasting a “Daily Diary” for the | England and in this country, bu _ newspaper-radio linking. The sheet | profits range traveled 8,000 miles through the 
Knickerbocker News over WOKO, | saihaben ba ee Se is in the Scripps-Howard chain,| Even if payment for screen rights | Middle East, making recordings té i 
Albany, ente ed the armed services| In addition to chatter Templeton | ynoco radio division bought the|¢anm be stretched over a period of | be used in connection with training 
last week | Will toss in a couple of specialties on | ,).oadcastineg property in “aa ~ = of men still in this country. 
Kay Van Epps has taken over the| the half-hour show and nylton will! | the meantime it became WCPO and| 
} - . 
air stint from the editorial rooms of| direct his band on the English por re moved from the Parkview to Reverse Switch 
the Gannett daily. tion of the entertainment. the larger Sinton hotel Several | ; 
Se di The 30% tax is working in re- 
Building, where it sao ron y| shows, this spot is hypoing its 
with a ground floor showcasec Papal entertainment budget upon the 
room and studio for man-off- e- | theory that it will have’to give . var ve 4 ; 
street interviews. | the customers more if it is to 
survive the increased levy. { 
Spot bouked =©Maxine The Ww AG 
Fo llow- -up Comment | Sullivan, to start April 7, after 
a long period without names. a 
Continued from page 48 Mobile nit 
Armen. The two soloists. together several years, estimated that net| For BIG Events in a BIG Market 
with Ray Bloch’s orch and the Swing! proceeds would be negligible and 
Fourteen chorus, provided an enter-| that owners of an important prop- 
taining and tuneful listening period. | e;ty today cannot afford to sell it 
for $500,000 or more. 
PETE SMYTHE Dramatization of Quentin Revn- Even in Books 
KLZ PROGRAM DIRECTOR olds’ latest book, “The Curtain Rises, High figures set for plays has also 
highlighted the CBS teport to the, ; fluenced prices for book A J 
BKx-Orchestra leader, ad Nation” session last Tuesdav (7). Se- Influenced prices for boOKs. A. Jd. 
agency man, radio an- thie d : | Cronin was asking $200,000 for the 
man. Pete Smythe has light on the men of the U. S. Middle | film rights to a new novel titled “The 
the programming back- >, ree Tears.” j which sever; a. | 
gronad) from both ad- East Port Command, who work at Grech 28 | 
vertisers’ and listeners’ {top speed in unbelievable tempera- J jor studios were interested. Metro 
View point, tures getting supplies off ships and! bought the rights for the book this 
transshipped via Iran to Russia. week for an undisclosed price. AND HI 
noes | Some of the major companies have s 
/ Smiley Burnette, the western pic-' been experimenting with the financ- ALL GIRL ORCHESTRA 
which | ing of authors, paying for services | 
‘oug iim before ce at in- UNE 
the “Eire fast Club” over a period of time, as one means OPENED 
/ over the Blue from Chicago Saturday of buying mee —_ properties SOI - EARLE THEATRE PHILA. 
(11). He proved a match for emcee | ore ! easonable price. Carl Sand- ‘ 
Don MeNeill, tenor Jack Baker and} burg is writing a novel for Metro MAR. LO 
Sam Romeo in quipping, punning and | under this arrangement. ; 
Personal Management 
2 years program director at 1440 Broadway, New York 
ay sn ‘as ring 4 t ‘kk Ark 
1€ = a KARK, Little Rock, Ark., now a Direction: William Morris Agey. 
| Jap war bond found in Tarawa by cabber at KWK. 
| Eddie Albert. former actor and now 
@ KLZ has never been content to let its network carry its | Lieut. with USNR. Bond was offered — = — —_— — — 


programming responsibility. KLZ pregramming begins 


| for auction to hike sales of bonds in 
where CBS programming leaves off. 


Four * Loan Drive. Peter Lorre, 
| film star, contributed a shattered 


Today, KLZ is creating, writing, and producing 75 live yulb socket from a Jap plane that “a 
programs a week, programs shaped to fit the Denver re- bombed Pear] Harbor as another im- MY 
1 gion. They fit so well, in fact, that KLZ is first in Denver | petus to boost bond sales on the pro- 
part of the time (Hooper) and never less than second. sta 


be- 


| 
Alexander | 
guested | 


Gray, who dabbles 
} tween war work and radio. 
| on WJZ “No Guest Stars 

| Thursday night (9). Baritone was in | 
good voice and did full justice to his | 
|} rep as a musical-comedy Best | 
bet was “Besame Mucho.” was | 
a one-shot replacement “House | 
on Q Street,” which out the 

week 


Tonight” 


Show 
for 


bowed 


previou 


Radio Reviews | 


Continued from page 


minute newscasts, 


Jarvis inters 
his Piano Ramblings 


perses 
songs 
elivers 
a key- 
variety of | 


He d 


with transcribed music 
| spiels, many of them agains 
| board baskieound. for a 
| sponsors. 
Newcomer appears to have quite a 
' bit on the entertainment ball, al- 
though he probably has not yet}, 
| struck his best stride. He needs to | 
| get acclimated to the Troy area and! 
the peculiarly characteristic tempo | 
and life of the Collar City. When |! 
caught over a period of four or five 
days, Jarvis’ choice of numbers did! 4 , 
not seem, for instance, to show he : . 
realized the large number of Irish- 
descent listeners around Troy. 
_ Aside from entertainment value, it | 
is probably the best example here- 
abouts of a program integrated into | 
the civic, community and social life 
of Albany and. the Capital District, | 
and of coordination with the war} 
' effort. Jaco. 


Doing a great selling job 
on Chicago stations. Can 
also sell for you. 


f 
a 
| 
BS + 560 Ke. 
Alfiliated in Management with the Oklahoma 
q Publishing Company and WKY, Oklahoma City 
Represented by 
THE KATZ AGENCY PHONE ART WEEMS—CHICAGO OFFICE 
SEMENT CORPORAT j 


et 
— 
a 


Wednesday, March 15, 19144 


VARIETY 


RADIO 51 


WBYN, Brooklyn, to Air 
‘improvement of Breed’ 
Programs This Summer 


Racing fans will get their results, 
scratches and last-minute feed- 
pox info over WBYN, Brooklyn, this 
season via & six-time-a-week after- 
noon long program teeing off April 
g. Results from local and out-of- 
town tracks will be aired over the 
Brooklyn outlet as supplied by the 
Armstrong publications service. 
Announcers for the station's new 
series ave being auditioned this week. 
Spot plugs also are being lined up 
and, according to William Norins, 
it’s planned to limit these 
spiels heard thrice 
hour. News supplied 


late 


gen. mg'., 
to one-minute 


each quarter 


by AP and INS tickers also will be | 


sired as well as other sports dope, 
including baseball scores, 
etc. 

Switch marks first time turf pro- 
gram has crossed the river, it having 
been aired in the past by WHN, 
WINS, WNEW and other N. Y. in- 
cies. 


ABRAMSON’S PLATTER 
DEBUT SET FOR JULY 


Nat Abramson, director of WOR, 
N. Y.’s sustaining time, has acquired 
a group of presses for the manufac- 
ture of recordings and he will be in 
a position to begin turning out discs 
some time in July. Abramson says 
that he does not intend recording his 
own material at the outset, but will 
co work for other firms. He also 
siates his product will be composed 
of standard materials, not plastic, a 
process he has been experimenting 
with the past months. 

Abramson has also been working 
for Sonora records lately, rounding 
up talent of various types for the 
recording of albums only. Company 
is recording only standard works, no 
pops. aiming toward building a cata- 
log that can be reissued every so 
often. 


DuPont Radio Awards 


Go to Swing, WLW, WMAZ | 


Raymond Gram Swing, 
Vacuum news analyst on the Blue. 
and stations WLW, Cinci, and 
WMAZ, Macon, were presented $1,- 
(00 prizes Saturday (11) in New 
York as winners of the second 
annual Alfred J. duPont Radio 
Awards. Annou icement of the 
awards was made at a Hotel St. 
Regis dinner at which Mrs. duPont, 
widow of the founder, was hostess. 

James D. Shouse, gen. mgr., repre- 
sented WLW and Milton E. Cobb ac- 
cepted the award for the CBS affili- 
ate in Macon. The ceremony was 
zired by the Blue (7-7:30 p.m.) with 
prexy Mark Woods participating. Dr. 
Francis P. Gaines, president of 


Washington and Lee University, an-| 


nounced the winners. 


Rainey Quits Treasury 


Post for NAM Radio Joh. 


William S. Rainey, executive pro- 


gucer for the Treasury Dept. radio 


war bond program, resigned vester- 
Cay (14) to become radio director 
for the national industrial informa- 


tion committee sponsored by the Na- 
tional Assn. of Manufacturers. He 
Will continue to act as radio advisor 
to the Treasury Dept. on 
Dasis. 

Rainey, who before the war was 


arge of program production at 


NBC il] 


handle radio exploitation 
ior the NAM campaien to find post- 
War jobs for demobilized fiehte 
I otne ] 


Adine Cumming 
addition to the 
Stall at KCKN 


Kansas City. 
latest script-writins 


HOW TO INCREASE 


THE REVENUE ON 
YOUR STATION! 


KAY COLLYER’S 


“Woman's World” 


A dramatic, vivid. new type 
of woman's participation pro- 
Gram. audition record. 
write to— 

Bex 1540, VARIETY 
154 48th N. 19, N. Y. 


NBC OPENS 3-DAY 
WAR CLINIC IN CHI 


Chicago, March 14. 
Nearly 100 NBC network and affil- 
iated station representatives went 


Full NBC Coverage For 


7 Hummert Programs 


Seven Frank and Anne Hummert 
air shows gét increased coverage 
late this month when they expand to 
into a three-day huddle at the Drake | full NBC network propositions. 
hotel here yesterday (Mon.) as the! Programs now are heard on ap-| Despite a labor squabble which for 
third annual NBC war elinie got | proximately 70 stations and will be ;# time threatened to develop into a 
under way. ‘upped to 135. ; picketing proposition the 

On the basis of recent pronounce- | 


Preem a Dud 


Minneapolis. Mareh 14. 


outside 


| Effective March 20 “Backstage esha KSTP-NBC “Radio City” stu- 
ments by NBC officials, the sessions | Wife,” “Stella Dallas,” “Lorenzo | ee opening night (8) preem went 
0 a 


s skedded. No one interfered 
1 the coming or going of some 7.- 


on FM, television and post-war pro- | Jones” and “Young Widder Brown,” | wiz) 
| 500 visitors who 0.0.’ed the new lay- 


gramming were regarded by dele- | daytime serials, will be heard on the 


“or as potentially the hottest parts | full net. “Waltz Time” follows suit | out. 
agenda. (24) with “American Album of} Fuss originated in stagehands’ 
practically solid New York pha-| Familiar Music’ and “Manhattan | union and visit by its business agent, 


lanx moved on the Drake following | Merry Go Round” get bigger audi- | William Donnelly, with KSTP prexy 
arrival of the NBC cavalcade here/ences March 26. All shows are | Stanley E. Hubbard at 6:30 p.m., one 
from its last stop in Dallas. spotted through Air Features. ‘hour before the gala opening, looked | 


Threat of Picket Line at KSTP 


As 7,500 Show Up 


like serious biz with prospect that a 


strike might follow. Nothing de- 
veloped, however. 
During interim singers and 30 


piece orch stood by as did KSTP’s 
electrical staff (IBEW) with mem- 
bers of latter declaring they would 
pass any picket line and that stage- 
hands had no place in the studio’s 
e'ectrical setup. 

Dedication program, a Minneapolis 
Civic and Commerce association 
salute show with Mayor and other 
municipal bigshots _ participating, 
aired on the dot at 7:30 despite in- 
terference threat. 


chatter, 


Socony- | 


a $l-a-vear 


STORY 


Contains 256,000 reports on 472 quarter hour 
periods surveyed during seven consecutive days. 


If you haven’t received your copy, we'll gladly send you one 


50,000 WATTS 


PHILADELPHIA'S 
PRE-EMINENT radio station 


x * NON-DIRECTIONAL 
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“VARIETY says, issue March 8, 
1944, CAPITOL THEATRE, New 
York: “... SENSATIONAL... 
$60.000 and Holds Over.” 


WILL OSBORNE 


And His 


Hollywood Band 


(Picture, “Bridge of San Luis 
Rey”) 


GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 

NEW YORK ® CHICAGO 
CINCINNATI 

LOS ANGELES 


N. Y. panel of three, which took tes- 
timony during last fall’s hearings on! 
‘Columbia and Victor's contention 
that Petrillo’s ban was a strike, had 
already made its recommendation to | 
the national WLB. It was expected 
the forthcoming decision would be 
from the main body. Instead, it 
/turned out to be the filing of the 
N. Y. panel's findings. 

Petrillo has 10 days to file an an- 
swer to the panel's decision, which 
the recording companies will want 
to digest and answer. After that the 
WLB will consume more time mak- 
ing its decision. WLB has yet to 
reverse a deputy panel's findings. In 
/the event it concurs with the panel, 
the men wiit be ordered back to | 
work, but the order can be stymied 
‘bv a Petrillo injunction pending ap- 
‘neal to the U. S. Supreme Court. 


Panel Ruled 2 to 1 


For Record Firms 


Washington, March 14. 

By two-to-one. with the labor 
member dissenting violently, the 
panel found that Petrillo’s musicians 
/are on strike against the three com- 
| panies. and recommended that WLB 
/“exercise its power to terminate the 
| strike to the end that the conditions 
| prevailing on July 31, 1942, be re- 
stored.” 


| Panel refused to recommend that 
the three companies be compelled to 
pay a fee to the union employment 
‘fund, on the ground that this is a 
|most uncommon labor demand and| 
that nothing in the current situation 
warrants WLB in issuing an order 
to that effect. 

|; Composed of Arthur S. Meyer, 
|public member; Gilbert E. Fuller, 
industry member; and Max Zaritsky, 
labor member, the panel agreed that 
it was a labor dispute and that WLB 
had jurisdiction—but Zaritsky part- 
ed company with Meyer and Fuller 
on the conclusions and recommenda- 
tions. 

General findings of the panel: 

Though the direct effect of the 
strike has been exaggerated, there 
has been some damage and “a strike 
in wartime distils explosive emotions 
whose unstabilizing effect transcends 
the economic influence of the par- 
ticular stoppage. 

“In 1929 sound movies displaced 
18,000 musicians but the companies 
have no connection with the mo- 
tion picture’industry. Meagre testi- 
mony indicates that juke boxes gross 
a total of about $200,000,000 a year. 
Though the companies contend that 
they are used in small establish- 
ments and displace no live musicians, 
and though no statistics exist, the 
panel infers that there has been dis- 
placements of live musicians in an 
unknown amount. Similarly the 
panel infers that there has been 
some displacement by wired music. 

“Radio does not displace radio mu- 
sic in the sense that sound movies 
displaced orchestras. The union is 
in error when it calculates its loss 
On the basis of what its members 
would gain if mechanized music dis- 
|appeared and the demand remained 
| constant in the face of an enormous 
| increase in price. 

On Radio, Records 

“The pane! finds that the introduc- 
tion of radio and overall use of pho- 
| nograph records has probably not, 
on balance, decreased the employ- 
ment of musicians. 
| “Two union members out of three 
| use music as a sideline or not at all. 
The union claims that a member who 
is not working full time at music is 
unemployed. The panel rejects the 
; union’s definition. The panel finds | 
that there is no present, important 
unemployment of musicians. 

“Rejecting the recording com- | 
panies’ objections based on prin- 
ciple, the panel finds: (1) should 
copyright legislation be secured, | 
sound social policy would not pre- 
vent all or part of the resulting roy- 
| alties from going to the union under 
proper safeguards, for the benefit of | 
unemployed musicians. (2) Copy- 
right legislation aside, payments 
yroper safeguards by an em- 
| ployer to a union for the benefit of 
;uremployed union members who 
were never the employees of the 
paying employer would not be op- 
posed to public policy at least in 
| those instances where members of 
, the’ same union, working for the 
|same employer, create the techno- 
logical of their union 
| brothers. 
| “Though the practices of the union 
| in respect to the companies are not 
| conciliatory and though the union 


Disc Row Solution Far Off 


J Continued from page 1 


cording officials believed that the {amenities of collective 


no important’ difficulties have arisen | 


and the record refers to no past stop- 
pages. No aspersion of dishonesty 


appears and the conduct of the! 


union and of Mr. Petrillo, as reflect- 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel gre 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price. Compilation is based on period from Monday to Saturéay.) 


Covers 
Weeks Past Cevers 
Band Hotel Played Week On Daie 


Ray Heatherton. Biltmore (400; $1-$1.50)............ 39 1,050 52,250 


ed in the record, has been uniformly | Lani MeIntire....Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)..........109 2,200 196,775 


candid and honorable. 


Jerry Wald.......New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......... 1 2,100 27,625 


“The pane! found that the union | Frankie Carle....Pennsylvania (500; DO). 2,675 11,795 
has offered no statistics. objectives |Leo Reisman..... Waldorf (3550; ........0- 2,900 10,456 
or plan to support its demand for | Boyd Raeburn... Lincoln (275; $1-$1.50)........+0++: 2 925 1.895 
funds to relieve unemployment. |Guy Lombardo .. Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)..........- 23 2.200 43.075 

“Even if the panel were satisfied Georgie Auld..... Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)......... Bs) 1,375 8,075 


as to the factual justification of the 
union’s demands, the question re- 
mains whether the proposed solution 
js one the board may properly im- 
pose. To exact unusual terms as the 
result of wartime conditions would 
not, in the ovinion of the board, be 
fair and equitable. It is also point- 
ed out that the War Labor Disputes 


(Smith-Connally) act prevents the | 


recommendaticn of such unusual 
conditions. 
“The panel finds that the demand 


dition not customarily included in 
collective bargaining agreements. A 
critical situation might justify a lib- 
eral interpretation by the board, but 
this is not a critical situation. The 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show. New Yorker and Biltmore 


|have ice shows. Waldorf has Gracie Fields; Commodore, Gienn Miller's 


Modernaires; Lexington, Hawaiian floor show. 


Chicago 


Jimmy Dorsey (Panther Room, Sherman hotel; 950; $1.50-$2.50 min.), 
Dorsey keeping place well filled. Played to around nifty 6,800. 

Jimmy Joy (New Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 465% $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
Joy continues to chalk up nice figures here with excellent 4,900. 

Eddie Oliver (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach hotel: 1,100; 50c¢ and T5e 


_cover charge, plus $1.25 min.). Oliver setting fast pace here. Great 7,008, 
of the union is for an unusual con- | 


panel concludes that. because of the | 


prescriptions of the War Labor Dis- | 


putes act and the policy of the Na- 
tional War Labor Board, as well as 
for other reasons implicit in the re- 
port, the board should not dircet 
that the cempanies pay money to 


the union for its employment fund.” 


The industry member opposed that | Baye 
Crowding 32.000. 


section of the report which found 
that there was nothing contrary to 
public policy in the payment of roy- 
alties to a union fund for its un- 
employment members. 


Zaritsky declared in his dissent 
that, while the war cannot be used 
as the setting for gaining an ad- 
vantage. it is the companies that 
ask WLB to invoke the President's 
war powers to compel musicians to 
“withdraw a lawful ban against sui- 
cidal work. 

“The recommendation of the ma- 
jority would foster inequities in in- 
dustry, in opposition to the policies 
of WLB. for it would free the com- 
panies from obligations undertaken 
by the employers who have signed 
contracts with the union.” 

Zaritsky claimed that a union must 
plan now ‘to provide for its mem- 
bers who will suffer from post-war 
unemployment. 


Columbus Danceries 


Cited for Fire Hazards 


Columbus. O., March 14. 

Following a warning given dance 
hall and tavern operators on comply- 
ing with fire regulations. Mayor 
James Rhodes will hold hearings on 
recommendations that two dance- 
hall licenses be revoked for failure 
of operators to eliminate fire haz- 


ards. and he is to report to that lot in! 54 W. Randolph St. 
Dutch Cafe and Myers Grill have | Hollywood April 17. It’s asserted | Chicago 
been cited. the deals are noi connecied. 


j 


| 


| 


{ 


Ran Wilde (Empire Room, Palmer House; 750; $3-$3.50 min.). Hilde- 
garde selling out weeks in advance. Terrifie 12,200. 


Los Angeles 
Freddie Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Wedded to spot for dura- 
tion. Coasting past 4,200 tabs. 


Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). Romo Vincent antics added ta 
floor boosis covers to 4,400. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 
Sammy Kaye (Palladium B, Hollywood, fifth week). Longer the strong- 


Horace Heidt (Trianon B, Southgate, ninth week). Extra strong week- 
ends jump biz to 10,000. 

Phil Harris (Slapsy Maxie'’s, N, Los Angeles, 19th week). Unbeatable 
capacity 5.200. 


‘ 


(Chicago) 

Gay Claridge (Chez Paree; 650; $3-$3.50 min.). Little off but Claridge, 

new orch leader here, and show headed by Jackie Miles, did around fine 
4,800. 

Del Courtney (Blackhawk: 500; $1-$2.50 min.). One of town’s hot spots 


| with Courtney responsible for clicko 4,900. 


J. Dorsey Capitol, | 
N. Y., Date Definite; | Dynamic neg 
$50,000 for 4 Weeks Ralph Schoenleben’s 


smashing war song: 

Jimmy Dorsey’s orchestra will play 

the Capitol theatre, N. Y., for the} 
first time around next Thanksgiving. | A TOAST 

He is committed to the house though | 
contracts haven't been completed. | 
Band will draw $50,000 for four | 
weeks, same salary it got from the | 
Roxy. | 
Several weeks ago it was revealed | 
that Dorsey would also shift to that 
house, away from the Roxy, whicn | 
he has played his last two appear-| 
ances on Broadway, per a promise | 
he made to Marvin Schenck of 


Loew's. Soon after, Dorsey's option | MODERN STANDARD MUSIC CO. 
was picked up by Metro (Loew’s), | 


(for Americans) 


A great semi-classic as well 
as a ‘pop.’ Sensational re- 
cording number. Featured 
nightly by Elmer Kaiser's 
Orchestra. 


Professionals from 


AND LITTLE TIN 


NICK KENNY’S SENSATIONAL OVERNIGHT HIT 


Se Llit- tle Time __ we've so much So lit- tle time 
—— let’s live our dreams to- day... -- Make these mo- ments some-thing to re- mem 
per,They will be our ~ros- es in De- cem ber. Se li tle time,— 


— let's give a toast to it 


= While there’s a chance — let's make the 
@a 


With heav-en 80 


has habitually. disregarded. the 


Der- ling we can = make this eve- ning ai- vin. 
Bb 


4 


Gopyrizht 1944 by Lincoln Lusie Corporation, M. Y. 


INTRODUCED BY JOAN BROOKS 
LINCOLN MUSIC CORP., 1619 Broadway, N. Y. Abner Silver, Pres. 


near And #0 lit- tle time. 
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Inside Stuff—Orchestras 


Recent booking in Canada with Katherine Dunham's “Tropical Revue” 


cost Bobby Hackett his trumpet and $80 in cash, among other things. Going | 
Dominion, Hackett, along with everybody else, had to declare all 


into the 
nis belongings, including the horn. 


During the week's 
stole 
try, 
declared, 


run thieves broke into the musicians’ rooms and 
considerable stuff, the trumpet with it. Coming back into this coun- 
Hackett told customs officials that the horn, which he had previously 
nad been lifted. Officials said it could be just as likely that he 


had sold it, and promptly slapped a penalty of 80 bucks on him. 


Music Corp. of America didn’t pay 


anything for Denny Beckner's con- 


tract. Beckner, now at the Park Central hotel, N. Y., recently switched to 
MCA management from Stan Zucker. He assertedly made an arrangement 
with Zucker whereby the latter would be paid $4,000 annually for three 


years. 
MCA is in the process of repairing 


Beckner’s orchestra after which the 


leader will get a concentrated buildup as a personality similar to Kay 


Kyser’s. 


He is to record four sides this week for Savoy label. 


Columbia Records is installing machinery to process recordings at its 


N. Y. headquarters. 


Purpose is to process masters as they are turned 


out in the studios, which won't be operating fully, of course, until Colum- 


bia irons out its difficulty with James C. Petrillo, AFM prexy. 


In addi- 


tion to the baths there will be about six pressing machines installed. 


Willard Alexander, head of the William Morris agency’s band depart- 


ment, is still very ill on the Coast. 


His illness is not toc clear to friends 


in N. Y., but it’s said to be a nervous breakdown occasioned by his going 
pack to work too soon recently after several weeks in bed with a virus 


infection. 


Names Battling Selves on Discs 
Seek Protection Via Contracts 


Performer contracts with 


tran-+ 


scription firms are beginning to '"-! Bratcher Loses Fight To 


clude an increasing number of re- 
strictions. Acts and bands being re- 
corded on wax are asking more 
limitations on use, time privileges 
and right to buy the master disc 
after one or more years. 

There have been several instances 
in which prolonged use of transcrip- 
tions taused the loss of sponsors and 
at least one band is known to have 
nearly lost out on a major show, be- 
cause a number of pressings, made 
many years back, still were making 
the rounds of radio stations. Kay 
Kyser at one time was in a jam 
with his sponsor, Lucky Strike ciga- | 
rets, because he couldn't recall 
number of discs. It was felt that 
continued use of his waxes would 
cause him to lose a large potential 
Lucky Strike audience. 

In another instance, John B. Ken- 
nedy, when on for Chevrolet, was 
handed a peculiar problem in the} 
Boston area. Fifteen minutes be- 
fore his Chevrolet show, an obscure 
necktie shop in that town had him 
sponsored via pressings he had made 
many years back. 

It is known that Martha Raye and 
Bob Burns would like to buy back 
waxes that they made some time 
ago. Every once in a while, these 
platters are trotted out by small sta- | 
tions with sponsor tieups. This pro-| 
cedure, according to agency execs, | 
ruins their chances of getting a net- 
work bankroller, , 

Now most transcription contracts, | 
call for time limitation. In some) 
cases, waxes may not be used more | 
than three years and many pacts call} 
for their withdrawal after a year. 
Several contracts limit the type of 
sponsor and nearly all have a ciniee| 
enabling the performer to buy the) 
masters after a stipulated time. 

These restrictions are in force only 
when the artist records under his 
Own name. No such hindrances are 
put on recordings made’ under a} 
nom-de-transcription. 


MAESTROS RECORDING 
WITH LARGER BANDS' 


Recording with much larger bands, 
than they conventionally work with| 
seems to be appealing to more lead- | 
ers. Last week Louis Prima made 
four sides for Hit label with an en- 
larged grouping consisting of seven| 
trumpets (including his own), four! 
trombones, six sax and four rhythm. 
His explanation was that It “sounded | 
g£00d.” 
that many men on regular bookings. 

Couple weeks ago Johnny Long 
recorded for Decca with 


experiment, it is explained. 


STEEL PIER REOPENING 
Atlantic City, March 14. 
The Steel Pier will open its 47th 
S€ason on Easter Saturday, April 8. 
; Tommy Dorsey and his band, fea- 
+ hs Gene Krupa, has been booked 
rete Sunday for the pier’s Marine 
allroom. There will be vaudeville, 


_ing date was being reserved. 


nine sax, | 
s€ven brass, four rhythm. This en- | booked into 
largement was also for the record- | 
ing only and was in the nature of an. 


Pictures, dancing and other features 
both days. 


Face Draft Charge in D.C. 


Washington, March 14. 

Everett “Washie”’ Bratcher, band 
leader, lost a court battle to be tried 
on draft evasion charges in Wash- 
ington jurisdiction. He was ordered 
turned over to Virginia authorities. 
Bail was set for $1,000 and he will 
be tried June 5. 

Bratcher is taking 
benzedrine on the night before his 
Fort Myer. Band 
leader says he took the drug to keep 
awake. Drug high blood 
pressure and a debilitated condition 
by Army 


accused of 
examination at 
induces 
leads 


which to rejection 


doctors. 


Par Informs Harry 


James He’s Expected 


To Open in April 


Hollywood, March 14, 


Harry James got a letter from the 
Paramount theatre, N. Y., last week 


informing him that he is expected to | 


fulfill an old contract he has with 
that house and that an April open- 
Mis- 
sive burned the leader plenty since 
he doesn’t know where he 


relative to the Army and cannot 


possibly make any moves until this | 
| situation is cleared up. | 


James took a pre-induction physi- 
cal several weeks ago and was 
1A-ed. He doesn't intend going east 
at the moment 


Cochrane to Front Band? 


If and 
the Army his 


when Harry James goes 


into band may be 


taken over by “Corky” Cochrane, 19- | 


year-old tenor sax player with that 
band for some time. James has long 
intended this action, figuring to per- 
petuate the outfit under the billing, 
“Harry James presents.” 

There have been reports in the 
east, too, that Artie Shaw, recently 
given a Navy medical discharge, was 
negotiating with James to take over 
leadership when the latter goes into 
service. 


He will not, however, use} Russ Morgan’s $3,150 To 


Debut Cal. Band Policy 


Morgan has finally been 
the Claremont hotel 
Berkeley, Cal.. to inaugurate a name 
band policy. He opens April 25 for 
16 weeks at $3,150 per, plus the usual 


Russ 


suite of rooms for himself and family. 


and three Blue net shots weekly. 

Since last October the Claremont 
has been after Morgan to debut a 
band policy. 


Louis Armstrong’s orchestra plays 
the Sherman hotel, ‘ Chicago, for 
eight days beginning April 20. 


Jerry Bittig, arranger, 


stands | 


joins NBC, 
-4IMarch, 23..He will use 14 men. ... so¢ieties he once»was connected with. 


Phil Spitalny’s Orch To 
Open Loew’s, Rochester 


Loew's is opening its Rochester 
| house to Phil Spitalny’s orchestra for 
one week beginning March 23. Lone 
eek’s switch to a valdefilaas policy 
_is simply to take advantage of Spit- 
| alny's being in that area. He plays 

the Palace, Albany, beginning Fri- 
day (17). 

“Hour of Charm” broadcast will 
be done from the stage of the Al- 
bany and Rochester theatres. 


Pre-War Shellac 


Recording companies will be able 
to return to pre-war shellac con- 
sumption after April 1. Government 
has advised manufacturers that the 
next quarter's allotment will be 
100°% of 1941 consumption provided 
the newest increase is bought from 
Government 


reserve stores, same 
way the last increase was made 
available, 
Order means the companies can 


withdraw 20°. of pre-war consump- 
tion from their own reserve, but the 
remaining 80°, must be bought from 
the Government. For the past six 
months the manufacturers have 
| been working with the basic 20%, 
| With an extra 30% available for pur- 
chase through Washington. 
| Virtually all companies took ad- 
vantage of the 30°, increase, but 
| whether they will do likewise on the 
| forthcoming 50°, increase is not cer- 
,tain. It’s pointed out that though 
| there’s a Government ceiling of 36c 
| (delivered) a pound on the material, 
_the price to*the companies through 
those same channels is 48¢c a pound. 
Difference is due to fact the Govern- 
'ment supply is already “processed,” 
| which, if done by the companies 
| themselves, costs only lc a pound. 
As before, the jump to 100° use of 
shellac will not increase production 
| (manpower is still short). It will 
better the product only. 
| 
| 


Don Redman Forced To 
Drop Southern Tour By 
Travel-Weary Sidemen 


Members of Don Redman’s band 
balked recently when informed they 
were set for a tour of one nighters 
through the south after finishing up 
March 3 at the Paradise, Detroit. 
Sidemen bluntly told leader they 
were fed up with traveling and road 
living conditions and would quit if 
he insisted on the trip. It was then 
cancelled. 

Jimmy Evans, Redman’s manager, 
made a hurried trip to.Detroit to 
smooth over the troubled waters, 
but bandsmen remained adamant. 
They subsequently returned to N. Y. 
and are now laying off. 
| Redman and his band are tenta- 
tively scheduled to leave for the 
| Coast in May to appear in Republic's 
“Brazil,’ with Carmen Miranda. 


| 


Oliver in Service, Chi 


Chicago. March 14. 
Oliver's Orchestra will be 
retained indefinitely by the Edge- 
water Beach Hotel after Oliver’s 
entry into the armed forces. He has 
passed a physical and expects to be 
called next month. 
| When Oliver leaves, the band will 
be fronted alternately by Emil Van- 
}das and John Shanahan. Shanahan, 
monager - drummer. will conduct 
| dance and Vandas, of the 
lstring section, the shows and all re- 
| hearsals. 


Woody Herman 1-A 


Woody Herman took an induction 
| physical in N. Y. last Thursday (9) 
land was handed a 1-A limited classi- 
| feation. Leader came in from Detroit 
for the exam, leaving his band to 
finish the week at the Michigan the- 
atre there under the direction of 
bassist Chubby Jackson. He rejoined 
it at the Albee theatre, Cincinnati. 

With Herman absent for the two 


Eddie 


sessions 


days the theatre claims his gross 
suffered by about $4.000. Yet, in 
company with “Uninvited” (Par), 


| the house did $51,100. 


Justin Stone Reorgs 
Justin Stone, who disbanded his 
orchestra after a run at the Lincoln 
i hotel, N. Y.. and the Roosevelt hotel, 
, Washington. will reorganize and is 
due to open at the 400 Club, N. Y., 


Key to Goodman 


Duke Talks Jazz To 
Harvard, Boston U 


Boston, March 14. 4 
Duke Ellington, here for RKO 
theatre date with his band, was 


honored by Harvard University and 
Boston University this week by be- 


i schools’ College of Music on “Negro 


For Discs Apr. 1 


| 


ing invited to speak before both | 


Music in America.” 
Ellington spoke first at Harvard, 
drawing a capacity house in Paine 


Hall. He talked for an hour on jazz 
and illustrated his points at the 
piano. Also drew full house for his | 


The forthcoming “Merry Widow” 


Edgewater to Keep Band | knign: 


Boston U's College of 
Both lectures were 
offered free to all comers through 
endowed funds for such purposes, 
In giving these lectures, Ellington 
was following in the footsteps of 
long-hairs Bela Bartok and _ Igor 
Stravinsky who also have given lec- 
ture-recitals here. 


Tenn. Supreme Court 
Hands City Rulers Whip 


Over Coin Machine Men 


Memphis, March 14. 
Jukeboxes in Tennessee will jive | 


lecture at 
Music next day. 


hereafter to any tune whistled by | 
city fathers of various burgs of the | 
state. 

Supreme Court has ruled that mu- 
nicipalities have a right to regulate 
the operation of music boxes within 
city limits, upholding a lower court 
ruling by Chancellor L. D. Bejach in 
Shelby County. 

Lee Miller, Memphis coin machine 
agent, had carried to the higher body 
his contention the city was illegally 
interfering with his business by 
favoring installation of machines by 
operators friendly to the dominant 
political organization. 

Issue became a cause celebre 
when The Press-Scimitar, afternoon 
daily, took up the cudgels in behalf 
of the machine men. 

Counsel for Miller 
might be an appeal 
States Supreme Court. 


Decea’s ‘ Okla.’ Album 


there 
United 


said 
to the 


; man is not retiring. 


'a release from MCA. 
| offered 


align 


Sales Reach 325,000 


Somewhat of a sensation of the 
“record business is the “Oklahoma” 
album which has now sold 325.000 
copies at $5 per album. Since then} 
prez Jack Kapp has extended the} 
idea by waxing “One Touch of! 
Venus” and “Winged Victory” with 
the original Broadway east. the lat-| 
ter of course following the pattern 
of last year when Irving Berlin's 
“This Is the Army” was disced with 
the original soldier cast. 


album, with Kitty Carlisle, Felix 

and Wilbur Evans, is a de- 
| parture from the N. Y. cast idea, 
| Kapp choosing to ignore Jan 


| 
| Kiepura and Marta Eggerth for that 


chore. 

Incidentally, Larry Adler has 
made a new album of harmonica 
solos for Decca and is slated for an- 
other. 


| Osborne’s Odd Shift From 


Cap to Loew’s State, N. Y. 
Will Osborne's orchestra will pull 


an unprecedented stunt next week 


moving from the Capitol theatre, 
N. Y., where it’s current, directly to 
the nearly State. Band closes at the 
Cap next Wednesday (22) and opens 


at the State the following day 
houses are operated by Loew's, 


30th 


Peculiar move from a first-run to 
a second run house within a half- 
dozen blocks of one another is based 
on the fact that the theatre had the 
time open and so did Osborne. 


Mills As Consultant 


E. C. Mills, 


| various times of 


former executive at 


|sultant of music, for a fee, in all 
| matters pertaining to commercial 
usages of copyrighted works. 

| His cited purposes coincide closely 


| with the aim of the various music 


| summer, 


the Songwriters’ | 
| Protective Assn., ASCAP and Music | 
| Publishers’ Protective Assn., has set | 
/up an office and will act as a con- | 


MCA Refusal Settle His Contract 


Breaking Up Band 


¢ Benny Goodman will break up his 
orchestra next week when he com- 


pletes the film he’s now working on 
at 20th-Fox. Bustup is traceable di- 
dectly to Goodman's bitter battle 
with Music Corp. of America over 
the latter’s refusal to release him 
from a management contract that 
has more than a year and a half to 
run, 

Though he is disbanding, Good- 
He intends re- 
maining on the Coast for press 
ent, he has informed friends in N.Y., 
and will do occasional solo appear- 
ances, It’s said that under his agree- 
ment with MCA he pays no commis- 
sion on recordings and will include 


| this activity, probably with a small 


combination, when the dise situation 
is alleviated. He's under contract to 
Columbia for discs. 

Goodman has made repeated ef- 
forts in the past six months to secure 
He assertedly 
$50,000 recently to be let 


loose. Just before last Christmas he 


|avent to the AFM to ask if he could 
| withdraw 


booking privileges from 
MCA as long as he continued paying 
the agency commissions on all his 
work. He was denied. Other offers 
were made MCA but rejected. 


Figuring prominently in MCA’s 
adamant attitude against releasing 


the leader is the knowledge that 
once free, Goodman would probably 
himself with the William 


| Morris agency, whose band depart- 


ment is headed by Willard Alex- 
ander, a former MCA executive who 
launched Goodman years ago. 


Jess Stacey to Form Own Unit 
Hollywood, March 14. 
Jess Stacey, pianist, leaves Benny 
Goodman to form his own band, fol- 
lowing completion of the current 
picture chore, “Sweet and Low- 
Down” at 20th-Fox. 
Stacey signed with General Amus. 
Co. and will debut early in April. 


J. Dorsey, Burton 
Split Is Denied 


Jimmy Dorsey and his manager, 
Bill Burton, have not ‘completely 
parted. Burton withdrew from active 
participation in the band’s affairs 
after a conference in Chicago last 
week, where the band is playing at 
the Sherman hotel. However, he is 
to remain in the capacity of con- 
sultant. 

Dick Gabbe, former General 
Amus. Corp. one-night booker, and 
road manager of the band since last 
has been designated by 
Dorsey as overseer of bookings. ete. 


| James O'Keefe, of Chicago, replaces 


John Manning as the band’s attorney. 
Manning joined the Navy last week, 


LEONARD JOY JOINING 
DECCA, QUITS VICTOR 


Leonard 


Joy, recording director 
for RCA-Victor, resigned from that 
(13). He left Victor 
joining Decca 
Records in a similar capacity next 
Monday (20), 

Joy recently split part of his for- 
mer duties with Herb Hendler, a 
recent addition to Victor, who was 
then named manager of popular art- 
relations, Joy’s replacement 
isn’t set. 


Monday 


spot 


immediately and is 


Ethel Smith’s Platters 
Before 2d Metro Picture 


Ethel Smith, who went from the 
Hit Parade to a Metro 
waxing some 50 transcriptions of her 
Hammond organologs while in New 
York. She returns to the M-G stu- 
dio in the summer for another pice 
ture. 

She did the samba accomps in the 
Latin filmusical which stars Xavier 
Cugat and Carlos Ramirez. 


contract, is 


Emil Petti’s band repiaces Johnny 
Messner’s orch at the McAlpin hotel, 
N. Y. this week. Eric Correa took 
over from Ray Heatherton at the 
Biltmore, N. Y., last night ‘Tues- 
day)/ Messner and Heatherton both 
d gafted. 
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Music Publishers Look to $750,000 
Revenue This Year From Song Sheets 


=" | Williamson Catalog 


Music publishers are drawing ( 
proximately $600,000 annually from | 
legalized song sheets, which carry 
onty the lyrics of popular and stand- 


ard tunes and which are dispensed | 
on newsstands, in drugstores, etc. 
This heavy revenue is new-found | 
coin for the pubs and it springs | 
solely from the prosecution and vir- | 
tual elimination of the vender of | 
bootleg sheets, a task vigorously | 
pursued the past few years by the | 


Music Publishers’ Protective Ass'n. 

Since the bootleg hawker of lyrics 
was forced out of business, legiti- | 
mate firms have sprung up which | 
make proper deals with individual | 
publishers for the rights to lyrics. 
This business has grown so fast. and 
is still growing, that it’s estimated | 
the current year will return $750,000 | 
to publishing houses. Foremost | 
sheets now in the field are D. & S.) 
Publishing Co. (Broadcast Songs). | 
Charlton Publishing Co. (Hit Pa-- 
rader), and Song Hits, Inc. (Song | 
Hits). 

Deals these firms make with pub- | 
lishers vary, of course, with the) 
value of a catalog. Smaller pubs | 
usually get around $8,000 a year) 
guarantee and so much extra every | 
time they get a pop song on the 
pluglist over and above a basic 
number of weeks out of 52. In many | 
cases the money thus accruing to} 
the smaller firms goes a long way | 
toward underwriting expenses. Some | 
of the bigger firms, it’s said, draw | 
as high as $50,000 annually. | 


Decca’s 30c Divvy 


Decca Records’ board of directors 
declared a regular quarterly divi- 
dend of 30c a share in meeting last, 
week. This is an increase of 5c a 
share over the last quarterly divi-! 
dend of 25c. 

Divvy is due March 31 to stock-. 
holders on record March 18. 


Top Tunes for Your Books 
An All-Time Favorite 


CAN'T BELIEVE 
THAT YOU'RE IN LOVE 
WITH ME 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


Published by 
Mills 


An 
Acknowiedement 


Iam just getting over a lengthy 
iliness and I believe the well 
Wishes and messages from m)\ 
many friends have aided greatl\ 
in recovely. I am truly 
grateful. 


my 


Frank Capano, 
President. 


TIN PAN ALLEY AND 
MIRACLE MUSIC CO. 
1011 Chestnut St., Phila., Pa. 


ancholy Baby,” 


Pushed By Dreyfus 


Dreyfus music combine (Chappell, 
Crawford, T. B. Harms) is activating 
its Williamson catalog, set up last 
year as the holding company for the 
“Oklahoma” score by Oscar Ham- 
merstein and Richard Rodgers. 
Crawford was selling agent for the 
tunes. 


Dreyfus has shifted the old Mario}, 


Music catalog into Williamson and 
has acquired a staff to work on “I'll 
Be Seeing You,” written by Sammy 
Fain and Irving Kahal. This melody 
was not in the Marlo catalog when 
Dreyfus took it over, but was bought 
later. Several recordings of it are 
available. by Bing Crosby, Tommy 
Dorsey and Hildegarde. 

Bud Gately, who was with Craw- 
ford in Chicago, and Ted Cooper, 
formerly with Mills, will work on 
the Williamson songs under Larry 


| Spier. 


was coined from 
and Willie 


Williamson 
Dr. William 


tag 
Rodgers 


“Oklahoma” songsmiiths on discov- 


_ering both were sons of a William | 


then adopted that tag for their mu- 
sic pub subsid. 


Shapiro’s Exam of Vogel 
In Song Suits Denied 


Examination of Jerry Vogel Music 


| Co., Inc., before trial was blocked 


when N. Y. Federal Judge John 
Bright last week granted Vogel a 
stay in connection with the suit by 
Shapiro-Bernstein, charging copy- 
right infringement of two songs. 


In addition to infringement charge | 


over “Yip-I Addy-I Ay,” and “Mel- 
SB also seeks to be 
declared owner of the renewal rights 
to “Baby.” Vogel, it 
serts ownership by virtue of a deal 
with Charles Norton, surviving son 


, of George A. Norton, who was hired 


to do a rewrite job on the song by 
the original composer, Theron Ben- 
nett, 


10 Best Song Sellers 


(Week Ending March 11) 


Mairzsy Miller 
Besame Mucho...... Melodylane 
Don’t Sweetheart Me. .Advanced 
When They Ask.......... Berlin 
I Couldn’t Sleep....T. B. Harms 
No Love, Nothin’....... Triangle 
Beautiful Morning....Crawford 


By River of Roses......Shapiro 
Lovely Way...........Crawford 


U.S, Eng. Close 
Copyright Pact 


Washington, March 14. 

U. S. and Great Britain have en- 
tered into a reciprocal copyright 
agreement for the duration which 
will protect the rights of authors, 
composers, in whichever of the two 
| countries is foreign to them, bechuse 
they have been unabie to comply 
with formal filing rules due to war 
}econditions. Agreement was signed 
Friday (10). 

Deal will guarantee the same 
rights the copyright owners would 
obtain if normal procedure’ was 
‘open to them. It guarantees rights 
!for music, plays, radio scripts, etc.. 


' Hammerstein, the late showman. The | as well as for books and magazine 


articles. 

American copyright owners will 
be protected not only in Great 
Britain, but also in colonies and 
possessions. Commonwealths, such 
as Canada, will not be covered, 
however. 


Covering American under 
the deal, it says in part: 

“Agreement is subject to the pro- 
visions of the British copyright Act 
of 1911, and applies to works first 
published in the U. S. during the 
period commencing on the 3rd day 
of September, 1939, and ending one 
year after the termination of the 
present war.” 

The U. S. gives equal rights to 
British works in this country. 


rights 


is alleged as- — 


Chelsea Music Corporation char- 
tered to conduct music 


stock of 200 shares, no par 
Alexander Stone director and filing 
attorney. 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Campbell-Porgie, music publisher being sued on the Coast by song- 


writer Ted Grouya, co-writer of “I 


Heard You Cried Last Night,” asserts 


that Grouya has been paid all monies due him with the exception of ap- 


when Grouya’s $15,000 damage suit 


| lywood business became known. 
_C-P exnDlains that it forwarded to Grouya some time ago a check for | 
$5,642, representing all of the monies due him on the song. 
| $1,150 was tied up in N. Y. by attachment papers served on the pub by 


| proximately $1,150. This was not made clear by the publisher recently 


and his attachment of the firm’s Hol- 


Remaining 


A. Edward Masters in behalf of Frank Vernier, who owned 10% of the 


tune’s earnings via a deal made by 


Grouya before it was published 


A casual item in.Ward Morehouse 


*’s N. Y. Sun column about the stage 


immortals gave Jack Kapp, president of Decca, the idea that something 
should be done about preserving such things for posterity, hence on record- 


ings. Thus was born the series w 
material selected by the Sun critic. 
“Polly of the Circus.” 
a four-disk album. highlighting scen 


hich Fritz Block is producing, from 
First of these is already plattered, 


Starring Mabel Taliaffero, and will be marketed as 


es from that play. 


The late Maurice E. Lawrence was erroneously credited with writing 


the score for “When Knighthood Wa 
Actually the work of the late Wil 


s in Flower.” 
liam Frederick Peters, who composed 


the score for this picture in 1922, was the first entirely original score ever 


composed for a picture. 


Lawrence, also, did some notable film music. 


A Greenwich (Conn.) bistro was the scene of a convivial party where 


| ““Besame Mucho” was the jukebox hit. played five times in a row. 


A dis- 


tracted patron got even; he deposited seven nickles for “Mairzy Doats” 


and walked out of the joint. 


NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following list of the most played popular tunes on the networks for the 
week beginning Monday and through Sunday, March 6-12 from 5 pm. 
to 1 a.m., is made up of tunes with 10 or more plugs. List represents the 
first approximately 25 leaders in alphabetical order (in some cases there 
are ties, accounting for a longer list). The compilations embrace the 
NBC. CBS, Blue and Mutual Networks, as represented by WEAF, WABC, 
WJZ and WOR, N. Y., and are based on data provided by Accurate Report- 


publishing | 
| business in New York, with a capital | 
value. | 


TITLE 


Besame Mucho 


By the River of Roses .......ccccces 


ing Service, regular checking source of the music publishing industry. 


PUBLISHER 


A Lovely Way to Spend Eve—i“Higher and Higher”.......Crawford 
And Suddenly It’s Spring—;“Lady ™ the Dark”.......... Famous 


.....-Melodylane 


Don’t Sweetheart Me ......... Advanced 

I Couldn't Sleep a Wink—?;“Higher and Higher”..........- T. B. Harms 
T Love Chappell 

I'll Get By—i“Guy Named Joe” Berlin 

Is My Baby Blue Tonight ....... Broadway 
Long Ago and Far Away—j"Cover Crawiord 
Mairzy Doats Mille: 

My Favorite Song Melodylane 
No Love No Nothin—i“Gang’s All Triangle 
Now I Know—i“Up In Arms” Harms 


Poinciana 


The Same Little Words 


+ Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 


Music Stopped—i“Higher and Higher” 


Someday I'll Meet You Again—?*Passage Marseilles” ......Witmark 


When They Ask About You Berlin 

Journey To a Star—*“Gang’s All Triangle 


Author King, E. B. Marks 
Each Take New Holds 


In Infringement Tussle 


Charles E. King, composer, and 
'Edward B. Marks Music Corp. broke 
even on two motions argued before 
Judge William Bondy last week in 
N. Y. federal court, in connection 
with the former’s suit charging copy- 
right infringement of two _ songs, 
“King’s Serenade,” and “Song of the 
Islands.” Court granged composer's 
request to file an amended reply by 
adding a separate defense to the 
Amendment 


Simon H. Rifkind’s February order, 
which showed cause for delay in the 
filing of King’s fraud charges. 

At the same time, Judge Bondy 
granted Marks’ request to compel 
King to answer certain questions 
during examination before trial of 
the suit. Objection had been made 
by King to some of these questions. 


In addition to the infringement 
charges, King seeks to restrain 
Marks from licensing use of the 


songs to others and to stop Marks 
from publishing the compositions. 


Springfield Music-Lovers 
Build Their Own Symph 


| Springfield, Mass., March 14. 

| Pressure of war work could not 


stunt the growth of a local sym- 
phony orchestra started here last Wo 
, fall. More than 100 professionals > 


and amateurs presented a very cred- 
itable concert to a packed house at 
its first public appearance Sunday 

(12). Local backing is 100 per cent 
with the Musicians’ local aiding in 
every way possible. 

Forbes and Wallace, largest de- 
partment store in town, gave $3,000 
to build a portable shell for summer 
open air concerts. 


Chick Kardale now with T. B. 
Harms in Chicago; formerly was 
with Mills. 


Harry Link to Coast 
On New Metro Musicals 


Harry Link, general manager of 
Feist Music, leaves N. Y. Friday (17) 
for the Coast, where he'll work on 
exploitation value of Metro musi- 
cals slated for spring and summer 
release. 

Included in the group awaiting an 
0.0. are “Harvey Girls,” “Ziegteld 
Follies,” “Thrill of a Romance” and 
“Bathing Beauty.” Last-named film 
was originally tagged “Mr. Co-Ed.” 


Johnny Farrow, contact man, has 
resigned from Witmark Music to join 


Marks’ counterclaim. new Burke-Van Heusen firm in 
charges fraud. Judge Bondy ruled| N. y. 
|King had complied with Judge + 


Morton Gould's 


INSTRUMENTAL SENSATION 


FAVORITE OF A NATION 


MILLS MUSIC, Inc. 


and ALL other picture studios 
use this 3x5 VISUAL record of 
song hits of over 100 publish- 
ers, plus old favorites. Ia- 
cludes lead sheet and lyrics of 
chorus. Samples free. 
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Four A’s Back AGVA in Move To 
Clarify Acts’ Status in Withhold Tax 


The Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America at a meeting Friday (10) 
put itself én record as opposing the 
present interim ruling of the Com- 
missioner of Internal 

4terizing variety performers as - 
contractors. They declared 
this ruling to be contrary to fact and 
inimical to the interests of the per- 
formers and the Government. Four 
A affiliates feel that acts would fare 
better under employee classification 
since they would be given benefits of 
socie security and employment com- 
pensation. They also feel that the 
Government would be assured tax 
payment from performers under the 
withholding nick, since past records 
show that the March 15 deadline 
eften finds an act in no positions to 
pay the Government or anybody 
else. 

Actually, the American Guild of 
Variety Artists is most affected by 
the Internal Revenue’ temporary 
ruling classifying performers as in- 
dependent contractors. However, the 
other Four A affiliates feel strongly 
enough in this matter to have taken 
strong action. Under present con- 
ditions, majority of radio, legit and 
opera singers are listed as em- 
ployees, since they take direction 
and comply with a previously pre- 
pared script. However, there are 
several borderline instances, such as 
performers in package shows, acts 
which do their regular turn in a 
or guest shots on _ radio, 
status of which they feel will ulti- 
mately be affected by the present 
ruling. 

Friday's meeting follows closely 
Mortimer S. Rosenthal’s protest to 
the Bureau of Internal Revenue in 
Washington, results of which are not 
yet known. However, Four A's is 
waiting for the United’ States 
Supreme Court ruling on the Hearst 


AL BORDE 


PRESENTS 


BENNY MEROFF 


“FUNZAFIRE” 


COMPANY 
(FIFTH YEAR) 


Now Playing 
‘ifth Week 
GLENN’S RENDEZVOUS 


NEWPORT, KY. 


case which will determine status of 
newsboys. This decision is seen to 
have a great bearing on the ultimate 
category of acts. Social security de- 
partment has already indicated that 
it will cling to results on this case, 
although tie-up between newsboys 
and variety performers has not yet 
been made clear although it is be- 
lieved that it will be made on the 
basis of multiple employment. 


Templeton Nixes 


Roxy Vaude Bow 


Alec Templeton almost agreed to 
his first vaude date recently, but in- 
ability of the Roxy, N. Y., to get to- 
gether with him on salary stymied 
the event. 


Templeton has consistently re- 


fused to play vaudfilm houses, but | 


would have played the Roxy with 
Paul Whiteman, his close friend, who 
opens at that house next month. 


ON 
ew. Acts 
LYNN GARDNER 
Songs 
10 Mins. 

Hotel St. Regis, N. Y. 
Comely' songstress marks’ her 


nitery debut at the St. Regis’ Maison- 
ette. She’s from radio (with Ray 
Bloch’s band for some time, and lat- 
terly in the ill-fated “What's Up?” 
Broadway musical), but, unlike most 
air thrushes, she eschews the mike. 
Somehow, what is a_ good 
doesn't pan out because, even in the 


Overseas for USO Since Jan. 
*43—Now Touring British Isles 


FRED LIGHTNER 
Dir.: PHIL COSCIA 


CAPPELLA :PATRICIA 


Finishing Picture for Republic 
“The Cowboy and the Senorita” 


OPENING MARCH 22 


EL RANCHO 
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


WANTED 


Writer to Collaborate on 3-act 
Comedy Script for re-writing. 


Address Box 18, Variety 
154 West 46th St.. New York City 


intime Maisonette, Miss Gardner has 
difficulty in percolating. 

She can chirp a nice tune, and 
manifests good judgment with the 
“Oklahoma” medley, “That's Him” 
| (announced as a Mary Martin im- 
| (announced as an impression of 
Mary Martin, “Touch of Venus” 
star) and “Embraceable You.” 
| alternates between mike and au nat- 
urel, but in her instance 
better under the amplification. 

On looks and performance she’s a 
polite and pleasing interlude for the 
class bistros. Abel. 


GINGER DULO 
Songs-Comedy 

12 Mins. 

Village Vanguard, N. Y. 


| Dulo projects a raffish personality 
/and a mad sense of comedy that 
should eventually move her up to 


faster company. Her present draw- 
backs are lack of A-1 material and a 
tendency to push her uninhibited 
nip-ups too hard in order to win 
laughs. 

Withal, this neat-looking brunet 
of Gertrude Lawrence singing her 
standard “I Don't Know,” 


Bankhead and Hildegarde. 
clicked strongly. Miss Dulo 


also 


the tables on herself in a neat song 


episode tagged “I’m Making an Hon- | 


est Dollar.” Jona. 


BEN CARTER AND MANTAN 
MORELAND 

Talk, song, dance 

14 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 
This pair of sepia film comics, with 


extensive background in vaude, do 


audiences, in spite of hackneyed ma- 
terial. 
tences is a potent laughgetter, but 
later talk should be eliminated. ; 
Carter shows ability at the ivorie: 
and can put over a song. Does “Sweet 
Lucy Brown” and supplies the ivory 
pounding for Moreland’s comedy 
softshoe dance. Their talents in the 
| song and dance line are superior to 
anything else they have in their bag. 
Jose. 


PATRICIA FORD 
Songs 
8 Mins. 
Village Vanguard, N. Y. 
Combining pleasant voice and floor 


tractive blonde and has a discerning 
taste in choosing numbers that best 
bring out her nascent talent. 
sings, and with pleasing effect, “Just 
One of Those Things,” “I Had a 


Love.” 
| Not yet ready to move on to bigger 
things, 

Greenwich Village spot, where she’s 


being given plenty of scope to im-_ 


prove on and add to her technique. 
| Jona. 


idea | 


She | 


registers | 


A mime of no little ability, Ginger | 


offers a devastating song caricature | 


throwing | 
in, also, assorted takeoffs on Tallulah | 
Number | 


kids the radio soap operas and turns | 


well enough to please metropolitan | 


Their bit with unfinished sen- | 


personality, Patricia Ford is an at-| 
She | 
| Friend,” “Intermezzo” and “Easy to | 


singer is well placed at this! 


Kings’ Coast Date 

King Sisters head back toward the 
Coast later next month. They are 
scheduled to open at Slapsie Maxie’s, 
Hollywood, fur an indefinite period 
May 9, their first location job on the 
Coast. 

Quartet is currently at the Capitol 
theatre, N. Y. 


Billy Rose Ribbing 
Opera in Next Revue 
For Diamond Horseshoe 


Opera motif will prevail in Billy 
Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe, New 
York, next month, when current 
“Post War Prevue” will be supplanted 
by a satire on the old music masters, 
“Opera En Caserole,’ which will-be 
given treatment similar to Rose’s 
legit smash “Carmen Jones,” current 
at the Broadway. 

New production, staged by John 
Murray Anderson, goes into re- 
hearsa] this week and is skedded for 
preem during week of April 14. 

Current Horseshoe Revue will be 
condensed into a 50-minute vaude 
unit and sent on tour, opening at the 
Adams, Newark, April 14. 


RUSSELL, LEVIN FORM 
NEW CHI AGENCY 


Chicago, March 14. 

Jack Russell, who has been in 
charge of the General Amusement 
Company’s small unit department, 
jhas joined forces with J. J. Levin, 
independent agent. in the formation 
of the Mutual Entertainment Co. 

Berle Adams, who handles Louis 
Jordan and others will share office 
space with the new combine. 


Hal Halperin May Head 
| Cafe Men’s Assn. in Chi 


.Chicago, March 14. 
steps toward forma- 
owners’ association 


Preliminary 
tion of a cafe 


AGVA-Hub Committee Get Together 


Lift Ban on Acts for Service Centers 


Boston, March 14. 

A major crisis in professional en- 
tertainment for servicemen was nar- 
rowly averted here this week when 
AGVA, which recently banned its 
members from appearing in any serv- 
ice center, and the loosely defined 
city entertainment committees got to- 
gether to set up a joint committee 
to clear all acts for servicemen out- 
side regular USO-Campshows. 

The meeting was guided by Matt 
Shelvey, national representative of 
the AGVA;: George Carens, enter- 
tainment chairman of the Soldiers 
and Sailors committee, and Fred 
Nerret. In attendance were 30 or so 
prominent union leaders, nitgry own- 
ers, bookers, agents and civic author- 
ities. 

The situation was finally thrashed 
out, Mayor Maurice Tobin explain- 
ing that he himself started the com- 
mittee with his own office’s funds 
before the U. S. got into the war; 
that it had grown so rapidly it had 
to be taken over by the Soldiers and 
Sailors committee (a USO: connec- 
tion), and that abuses may have oc- 


Cugat Refuses 5G 
Offer by Copa, N.Y. 


Scarcity of topflight attractions 
has caused Monte Proser, operator of 
the Copacabana, New York nitery, 


to offer Xavier Cugat $5,000 weekly| Eq Kurth. 


for an engagement starting June 1. 
Offer was turned down. 


Copa has been depending mainly | 
| & NEW SINGING STAR 

tions, Joe E. Lewis, Jimmy Durante! ee 
none of! 


since its opening on three attrac- 


and Sophie Tucker, but 


were taken last week when 40 night- | these will be available for the sum- 


club owners and representatives of | mer. 
hotels using -entertainment met at} his attention to 
discus- | 


the Chez Paree for initial 
sions. 

Plans call for the employment of 
a salaried executive secretary and 
retainer for legal counsel for guid- 
ance on problems in conjunction 
with the new 30% nitery tax. A war 
chest of $100,000 is contemplated to 
fight taxation. Hal Halperin, “Va- 


Consequently Proser turned 


bilities and contacted Cugat. 


WPB LIFTS BAN ON 


NEW CLEVE. NITERY 


Cleveland, March 14. 
War Production Board finally gave 


riety” general manager in Chi, is} Lenny Adelman and his new down- 


| being talked of to head the group,! town nitery, known as Lenny’s Club, 


with Joe Jacobson, of the 
Paree, and Ralph Berger, of the 
Latin Quarter, as probable co-chair- 
men. 


Chi Atty. on Unpaid Fees | 


Chicago, March 14. 

Frank Fay, who just closed a run 
at the Mayfair Room of the Black- 
stone Hotel, was named in an $11,000 
suit for attorney's fees filed in the 
| Circuit Court last week. 
Suit, filed by Attorney Philip Stein, 
| charges he owes the money for legal 
services from 1937 to 1940, including 
work in connection with “personal 
problems” and states that Fay has 
only paid $50 on account. 


Saranac 
By Happy Benway 

Saranac Lake, N. Y., March 14. 

Dolly Connolly, wife of Percy 
Wenrich, the songwriter, bedded with 
a wrenched hip due to fall on icy 
pavement. 

Among downtown showfolk tak- 
ing time out between rest periods to 
aid in the Red Cross drive are Benny 
Ressler, A. B. Anderson, Helen 
O'Reilly and Arthur Alverez. 

Carl Erbe and Sammy Barcas took 
time out on their Lake Placid vacash 
to visit Mathea Merryfield at the 
Will Rogers. 

After a three-week vacation in 
New York. Bonnie Richardson has 
returned and plenty pepped up. 
| Lt. Milton Pickman visited Alora 
| Gooding, who is responding nicely to 
| treatment. 

Louis Goldschlag, Howard Levy, 
| Dick Puff, Joe Souhami and Tootie 
, Emerson all flashing swell reports. 
| Juanita Elliot, formerly of the El- 
liot Sisters. added to staff of the 
Rogers monthly We the Patients, do- 
ing a column called Memoirs of a 
Soubret. 


| Jerry Rosenberg, youngest inmate 


, at the Rogers, celebrated his 18th | 


birthday last week. 


cian, who has four children in the 


Richard Moore handed a_ three 
| months bed routine by his medico. 
| Write to those who are ill. 


John Clancy, Rogers X-ray techni- | 


service, sore because he cannot make 
the grade and join them over there. 


Chez | the green light, after holding up con- 


| 


struction work three weeks because 


of alleged violations of the war-time | 


building code. 

Adelman was charged with spend- 
ing several thousand dollars over 
the $500 limit set for remodeling and 
decorations for -his new spot. 
85% finished when the shut-down 
order came. WPB ban was lifted 


when proprietor proved that most of | 
the cafe fixtures came from his old | 
3700 Club, which lost its site when | 


lease expired. 
Eddie Black, emcee at the 3700 for 
the last month, will handle 


day (17). 


| John Gill, United Seamen’s Service. 


name band possi-| 


It was | 


shows 
for Lenny’s when it has preem Fri- | 


curred, but that UTWAC, a body 
supposed to be acting as a clearing 
agency for actors donating their 
services, had ignored Boston's re- 
peated invitation to come in and set 
up an equitable system. He pointed 
out, moreover, that the service cen- 
ter situation was unique in this city, 


‘By this he meant that there are 
| vast numbers of small military and 
|Maval outposts which are not servy- 
| iced by USO Campshows, and that 
| it had been impossible to devise an 
} equitable solution to the problem of 
| servicing them.) 
| One of the systems employed here, 
it turned out, consisted in the nitery 
Owners themselves making a con- 
, tract with acts’ @éngagement for 13 
performances, 12 of which were in- 
side the club, and one of which was 
outside the club at a service center, 
all transportation, meals and other 
} incidentals, footed by the owner. 
| This sort of contract, owners said, 
| was more expensive than the regu- 
| lar and resulted in acts actually 
getting paid for the service appear- 
ance. However, it prevented any 
abuse springing from unexpected 
or extra demands on the acts’ serv- 
ices during the run of the show. 


The upshot of the meeting was 
the appointing of a committee at 
large consisting of Fred Nerret, ap- 
pointed theatre authority in Boston 
by Alan Corelli, who was present at 
| the meeting; Major Bernard J. Duffy, 
U. S. A.; Lt. Matt Huppick, U. S. N. 
R.; George Carens, John Spencer 
_ (city censor representing the may- 


or); James (Red) King of RKO; John 
| Del Monte; pres. central labor union, 


AFL: Thomas Marin, 


Musicians’ 


Shangri-La; 
Union and 
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Variety Bills 


Jo Ann Collier Vera Niva 

John Rockwoo® Castaine & Barry 
2 Guy Martin Girls 
Terry Spike Pat Clayton 
Renee Irving Conn Ore 


| Mildred Truce 


Peter Rotunda Ba 


omero & sita Rogers Corner 
WEEK OF MARCH 17 Carter & Ross Korn Kobblers Petropolis, Brazil. Feb. 2 
| Lorna Rhode Harry Lefcourt Orc eu cl ton, 
| Joe Capello Ore Panavea Hawaiians ‘Vogue 1944,” with Jan ay 
lores & 
Numerals in connection with bille below Indicate opening day ef show, Kelly's Stable \ Quartet Imma Sumack, Mariquita F tle 
whether full oc split) week. | Clark Monroe Ore Antonio de Cordoba, Madeleine 
ora ‘ et 
Coleman Hawkins | pares, Rosay, Margo Dowling, Don & 
, Clarence Profit 8 2 Merryimakers lores, Gloria Thomas, Grande Otelo 
PALE RIVER dean, jack & Judy | hink Patterson Sig Schotb Or Principe Maluco, Ray Ventura Orch, 
(14-16) PROVIDENCE Rilly Daniels 1 Orel G Orch, 
Metropolit'n (17-19) | Billy Danicis Ruban Bleu Carlos Machado rch, Gao 
L Sunny Dunham Ore | Rhapsody Imogene Coca Codolbans, Milionarios de Ritmo; 
oe Guy Kibbee cme Cones Peters Sis Staged by George Boronski. 
Arthur Boran Maul Siclelly Carmen Amaya Maxine Sullivan 
; Deane Carroll SVPRINGEIELD Antonio & Leonor Herman Chittison 3 Hotel and Casino Quitandinha is a 
HARTERORD (16-19) | Gloria Belmonte Julius Mon sumptuous, partly finished, resort 
Will Ore Molly | Duke Steve Evans ronimo Villarino B ryt setup situated an hour and a half 
4 King Sis Reg Kehoe NEWARK | Hiowell & Howser Marta Dominguez ” oy ny ibe drive out of Rio near the Brazilian 
WASHINGTON | Adams (16) La Martinique Jack Sheehan summer capital 
Capltel (16) | Mitehell Ayre s Orc| 4 Creedon: Frances Faye Spivy' Roof tined to cost $6,500.000 
State (16) Frances & Delores | Teaman WASHINGTON Norman Lawrence inerace a year hence (t's been building for 
Gauri Wally West K | Howard (16) Barbara blaine ad ‘Keati ing three years), it will comprise gam- 
Peg M Raye & Nald Center (16) | Lionel Or) Stor! Club bling casino, a fine hotel, all kinds of 
Lucille Chance Vir avern- -on-Green trap shooting golf is Missing 
P Gus Van WOONSOCKET Joe Ricardel Ore from the list), a real estate develop- 
aramount | Mazzone & Abbett Tony's Trouville | ment, and will undoubtedly be one 
| Majestic (16-19) Jimmy Marks & L ~ x, Rey pons Rite Molina’ the fanciest resort setups in — 
M Carroll | 4 Franks Alex Giraldo world, It is the life dream of Bra- 
NEW YORK CITY] Ames & Arno etter is judy Talbot Charlo & Lupree Harry Le Roy zilian entertaniment king Rolla, and 
Paramount (16) | Ladd Lyon in’ Healy Una Coone he’s lavished everything possible on 
zavier Cugat Hearts Ross & Bennett WORCESTER Adele Parrish Bus Davis i dit the t and 
are lugeling Jewel Plymouth (13-15) | the place, including the smar 
Walter Dare Watl MIAMI ig Don McGrane Orch} Ubansi Club D 
Dean Murph Olympia (15) Jogo Cortez Orch Hints startling decor of Dorothy Draper. 
Fisher @ White itso 3 Heth Alughes| Vie Parisienne | Cha Drew The partial inauguration (100 
Bill King rey Seve ‘oles im ‘1. grill r ‘as 
CHICAGO Ed ray Virginia Austin Norman Bae Dnerg | Celeste, He wie Versailles rooms of the hotel, grill 
Chicage (13) Jack Marshall Al Zim Hlowell & Howser Leon & Eddie's Cho Che Martinez boite) would in normal times be the 
Sener Carlo {Jimmy Marks & L Joey Adams Paul Renos premier social and artistic event of 
PHILADELPHIA | YOu NGSTOWN rony Canzonet Ray Sinatra Ore the year in Brazil. Wartime difficul- 
Carman (16) | Palace 21-95) livelyn Brooks facilities 
Rhythmettes Dorsey Dodson’s Monhey§ Castro Sis ties, lack of transportation 
The Tones | Maul Regut Cowan's Madcaps | tarry Douglas from Rio and Petropolis, and an antt- 
Warner | MeAtee Edwards Bros mingham gambling campaign may have had 
Lazara & Castellane | \jaia & Hart their effect, but 2.500 of Brazil's pier 
Lou Martin Orc Village Barn did manage to crowd into 
(capacity 2.000) for the granc 
NE Kileen Ritter B Monte Carle Casing thomas room 
Ds e Cabaret | Dick Gasparre Ore River opening. And the fact that both 
Puss Morgan Jerry Resatt ielle show and service were somewhat 
ne Ras | Roxvettes Elayne Hume disorganized as a result of 
(10) NEW CITY Smolen & Rosat! Pow Brownlee’s H | cient rehearsal time didn’t take the 
Russ Morgan Ore | Fontaine 3 : Ralph Rotgers Bd Village Vanguara | edge off too much. An indication of 
Mineviteh Raseals | Ren Beri | Musicomics| Old Reamaams =| aipinny Jones the disorganization was the failure to 
barbara Marie Nash Jerry Montanna Bd) Diamond Horseshoe! Jack Richards Cunge get French mae stro Ray Ventura’s 
PHILADELPHIA orchestra act into the inaugural show 
Parle (17) } at all (since then Ventura’ has 
Harron's clicked solidly). 
BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT fontera | HeadLining the grill room show is 
Beth nmy Jan Clayton, who sings “In 
(1a) VAUDEVILLE THEATRES with Vienna” in a_ well-costumed 
tt tutes The Paniens production number, then steps down 
Whitson Bros larry Horton Ore | with the customers to do “Frenesi” 
LTICA Zanzibar and “As Time Goes By.” Miss Clay- | 
NEW YORK BEVERLY HILLS, CAL. ton sings well. and the Brazilians | 
Tommy Ryan PARAMOUNT BUILDING CALIFORNIA BANK BLDG. conf nny liked hei spirited, gay style well 
Mabel Tou Pepper enough to bring her back for two) 
| Hareht Nicholas well-executed encores—“Celito Lin- | 
w ASTI NG TON , all Sadie Banks Orch do” (in Spanish) and “Casinha Pe- | 
Earle (17) Roxyettes Angie Bond 3 Bob Hall quenina” (in good Portuguese andj} 
The Ora: Eil Ritter | Armando’s Vivien Ba Joe LaPorte Ore Ho { lone solidly 
Phe tle Jileen | Vic liane Queen Mary | Mi irquet e aone 
Bal Tabarin Ross Sis Naya Grecia Hal Thomas Bd Other standouts are  Maiquita | 
Roy Douglas | Keith Hall ain Flores and Antonio de Cordoba, who | 
|S Montmartra Gis | 5 a Barry do their Spanish dance with their | 
u em rie | \iticon IRENE BORDONI SET FOR | usual skill and artistry. The rest of | 
Lou Harold Ore | Fo Re Buds | the bill turns in competent perform- | 
ra Warren Ore | My i Quentmeyer | ances in spite of the over-long, badly 
Bill Bertolotti’s | HUB NITERY ] 250 PER. paced show, handicapped by a doubt- 
irmingham National (18-14) | Jose Morand Ore | p.a. system and inadequate light- 
Pantage (16-19) | Renfro Radio sin pgs ie hy cena Hotel Astor Copley Plaza, Boston, has lined Up | ing. Peruvian class ic al singer Imma 
lamour Girl Rev | RALEIGH Bly tuscan Dick Kuhn aver ames, start | Sumack is well liked on the basis of 
Dothan State (17-18) ford Hotel Betmont a heavy schedule of top names, start- ack Kea Ol Dasis 
Martin (12) enfro Radio Sh ri Pox ie Bg Plaza ing with Gracie Fields. who opens | her singing, but still has a few tr icks | 
Kenton's Ore Salisbury (Glass Hat) 5) for two weeks. and will | to dearn. Madeleine Rosay. Brazil's 
Huntsville Siate (15) e Alpert Ore | today 15) for bes lassic; balle ‘ar 
Indith Bake ,,| best classical ballet dancer, does a 
Grand (13- 14) Renfro Radio Sho Alan Byron be succeeded by Dean Murphy, with 
Gin G Morris Ore ‘oll | straight ballet routine well, and ar | 
MOBILE _ Carolina (15-18) eB hla Rosita & Den | Irene Bordoni following | Argentine import. Margo Dowling, 
k Bill's Gay 90's Biltmore | Miss Bordoni, who recently made gets off a stylized sensuous routine | 
Selo State (16) Hal Cha: cafe comeback at La Vie with ace Ameri- 
it ity . © FES S 
(tt) Berni \ Ray Hes‘herton Ore! risienne, goes into the Boston spot at |} Cans, dolore work smooth 
ex Gerbers Show SO. ¢ \ROL. iN A Bernie Crauer flotel Commodore | | ‘ted $1.250 weekly ly in thei tandard adagio routine. 
GEORGIA Willard Georgie Auld Ore | TPeporlea o1,cc Otelo (dusky half-pint 
Augusta Tienes af | Mi ‘i mires | Music Corp. of America and the | known as Brazil's Mickey Rooney) 
18) Charleston trickland 1 A} |W illiam Morris Agency set the deals handles the comedy. 
> | “Wag ” © » 
NO. CARGLINA (99-94) — Bill Keleey Motel Edison 1944 hour and 
rt Kassel Ore a vVhen caught, tand representec 
Asheville COLUMBIA | Gay 90's Quartette 
Plaza (18) Carolina (15) R 0 an attempt to do something ultra- 
Joan Brooks Ore rhe rs Be ‘dg Hotel Lexington evue pens smart in the manner ot some of the | 
Charlotte Tani MeIntire Ore French Casino shows introduced in | 
Broadway (17-18) enter the U. S.. but without that old s.: 
Deara o 1944 Lar us Trio yu Wwithnou tna oid 
a mer ouse, i, angle. It failed to show any real 
Concore Pendleton j Nese at , me: the ace | 
Paramount” Eve 944 | Cafe Slee iety Harold Aloma Chicago, March 14. | pa ativeness = any um the pace¢ 
Hot & VIRGINIA | (Midtown) Hotel Lineotn slow: there was practically no 
Roanoke | Jimmy Sa Camella ane, Pianist and vocals’ | comedy: dancer followed dancer un- 
Caroma (17-18) Roanoke (15) 4 red Baile Ciciys Tell of the Ran Wilde Orchestra at the! til the audience grew wearv. The 
Bugene 3. Er Hamory Palmer House, will get a featured) show can be improved by cutting it 
Teddy W mn Ore Joh Messner Ore | spot in the new Springtime Revue | down to 45 minutes and introducing | 
Cafe Society Hotel New Yorker nire Room variety. Phil 
(Village) Wald Or opening 1 he Lmpire 1 
1 Vrimus | Hotel Park Centras| Anyi] 6. Wilde’s orchestra will prob- 
Lon Waltams| Hob Chester ore” | April 6. Wilde's Wil Copacabana, N. Y. 
iie ood Ore | current show, headed by Hildegarde, Sophie Tucker. with Ted Shapiro, 
Casbah e ( te ed the / ny. | Fre Elaine 
NEW VORK CITY AKRON Lillian Clark Hote: Pierre as Wilde is slated for the Arm; Foie ye "De ore Estelita, Carol | 
Musie Mall | Palace (17-20) Ilarkins 3 Dor New show will have Larry Adler, ng. on De laureen Cannon, 
Marazine Res Tommy Do y Yates Ore Mave © arg Ladd I von and Mildred Law, Line (8). Joel Herron 
Pant Casino Russe | ugh | Mario wee \orch, Frank Marti orch; minimum 
Renald & ALLENTOWN M o |Stanley Melba Ore |“ | $2.50 and $3.50. 
State (20-22) | Elfen Mitchell 
Roxy (16) Robe N B Hotel Plnza ift G Sophie Tucker, slightly stream- | 
is BALTIMORE Ore Celeste Ice- apades’ N 1 lined since caught by this re- 
Hippodrome (16) Cerutti's viewer, is a name that 
Acudemy (12-15) { Hotel Roosevelt Minneapoli March 14 can gO wron x with. In top form. as 
\ n | oO always, sne continue to be one of 
Da \ tH ~ Club 18 oO fecord amusement house rental | the great, virtually legend 
le gy | Plaza, received hereabouts was that of the | riety entertainers of the times. She's 
St. Pau! Auditorium—$28,000 for six | as potent as ever commercialiv. ver- 
(14) n G Marco Tose} Ore | days. The single week’s stipend was | haps more so in view of the sharply 
| i Ste ws O \ Hated “Sheraton | its share of the boff $65,000 gross limited first line talent still avail- 
Ma BALTIMORE Club \ more | chalked up by “Ice-Capades of 1944” able. 
lia & 1 ne | during the six-day ru That goes for vauders as | 
(3 to til Dale | ror (Attracti yn was played on a 55-45° well as niteries. Miss Tucker, re- 
LONG ISLAND Whitey Roberts | Dia Fontaine Hotel St. Regia Ht the house taking the lesser fis- cently in Follow the Boys, A U) and 
Jamaica (13-15) The Miller Ore} Split, the house taking the lesset “Sensations of 1944” (UA). is slated 
ta Xoung acu (19-22) | Pesay O'Neill Theodora Trooks ure. The huge chunk of dough will to appear in a Metro picture, plan- 
Rae Knight Lenn Gard put the municipal building on easy | ning to leave for the Coast upon 
oO « ig er tole mone r 
Healy BOSTON Club 1-2-3 street for a long while, Manager Ed | completion of her stay here in about 
Bento "the & Rita Bradford Hotel (16) Roger Stearns flotel Taft Furni announced. six or seven weeks. 
Wally Boag | Myra_ Kingsley Vineent Tones Ore Currently, ‘she’s equipped with a 
N ie udson Ross & La Pierre Copacabana Hotel Waldorf-A 4 
Bashe Leonof Chautse Shea repertoire of smart tunes and lyrics 
2 to fill) Artini & Consuelo | Mary Rave & Naldi aatae anita ’ which pyramid from one climax to 
T Couper teisinan Ore Small New Vauder another for laughs. Opening with 
& irley owers ( ) trooks » . ‘ 
Beri Walton Arthur Donnelly Col Mildred Law Rig Paul Small, arriving from the | “Never Too Young Or Too Old,” she 
ae = Austen Hobby Baxter Mann & Knott Ted Lewis & Ore Coast, Monday (20) will start cast- | essays but one serious number titled 
Reed Sisters ing a new two-a-day legit type revue, | “Russia Is Her Name.” and then con- 
é imberg Co] Samba Siren teraldine e Boi 4 $9 
(18-19) | Senor Carlos Co tee Pan! Bois |“Star-Time” to preem at the Curran! tinues to pile up a terrific laugh 
The Cabineers ELIZABETH Prank Mart) Ore reddy Wale theatre, San Francisco, in about two | SCOfe with a series of sock tunes in 
ander & Liovd Liberty (16-19) Coa Ko lud “If H Good E 
Reha Fox hs. N cluding f e's oO nough to 
(4 to fll Norman Bae tners | Kathleen Kova Charles Whittier months. date has been Figh 
Sunayside (18-19) Iimery 2 & Claire Diet Wilson Orch Tune Séwarde set ight for His Country He Shouldn't 
za De eon | Sis Bisony Enembie te ind Have to Fight for His Love” and 
wer & Kj | Beak Seaman Jack Dempsev’s | Glenda Tone tl a aley 15 reported signed for } «3.4 Poppa, You Can't 4-F Me.” The 
trila The Vietory Bors - Jeanne Lrnne 1e show. panicker, however, is “You Gotta Be 


Night Club Reviews 


Hotel Quitandinha 


Loved to Be Healthy,” though use of 
a bottle, ostensibly filled with some 
liquid, is per haps unnecessary, 


Harry Harris, Jack Yellen and Téd 
Shapiro QUatter accompanies at the 
piano) wrote the numbers. Some- 


where along the line Miss Tucker 
delivers a medley of oldies including 


“After You're Gone.” “Some 
These Days,” “Blowing Bubbles,” cic. 
As far as profitable biz is con- 


cerned there’s little doubt about this 
new Monte Proser presentation. It's 
in the bag. Supporting lineup in- 
cludes Fred and Elaine Barry, Carol 
King and Estelita. The Barry's, 
graceful ballroom terpers, click 
easily with their adagio. acro and 
polka interpolations. Miss’ King, 
nifty toe dancer, and Estelita, Latin- 
American warbler, also score. For 
the rest there are Maureen Cannon 
and Mildred Law, singer and dancer. 
who figure briefly with the line and 
Don Dennis. vocalist with the en- 
semble numbers. Three production 
aiumbers are nicely handled, with 
line of girls in attractive costumes. 
Joel Herron and Frank Marti's 
samba band provide first rate show 
and dance music. Mori. 


Marine Room. Chi 
(EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL) 


Chicago, March 
Sidneys (4), Garron & Bennett, 
Philip Kinsman, Eddie Oliver Orch 
(17) with Ann Judson, Jr.. George 
Devron, Oliver Twisters (4), 


Betty Gray, Dorothy Dorben Dancers 


(8) with Inez Calvigo & Wiletta 
Dennis; $1.25 minimum plus 50c¢ & 
cover. 


In “Masquapades” Dorothy Dorben 
has created gay and festive revue 
based on the Mardi Gras motif. Her 
line, one of the best in town, is again 
lavishly costumed particularly those 
in the Mexican hat dance. Other 
routines are the opening toe num- 
,; ber, a ball masque, and the “Moorish 
| Fantasy. ” Wiletta Dennis and Inez 
| Calvigo get solo spots. 

| Garron and Bennett. 

| 

| 


making their 
first local appearance in several 
years, do a finger cymbal dance in 
the “Moorish” number and also con- 
| tribute a Viennese waltz: a tango: a 
number to Rachmaninoff's “Prelude” 
and a Gay 9 bit, all nicely ex- 
ecuted. Well received. 

Philip Kinsman, Civic Opera bari- 
tone, reveals a strong voice in “Stout 
Hearted Men,” “Old Man River.’ 
“Rose of Tralee.” “Bells of the Sea,” 
“This Is Worth Fighting For” and the 
production tunes. 


Four Sidneys click with expert 
bicycling. trumpet playing on uni- 
cycles and hoon juggling. Knock off 


heavy applause. 


| Eddie Oliver's orch plays the 
ishow in expert manner. Ann Jud- 
son, Jr.. vocals are featured along 


| with those of George Devron and the 
Oliver Twisters, a mixed quartette 
composed of Mickie and Cherie Car- 


;} roll, Gene Moyer, band trombonist. 

|}and Dave Mullett, sax player. Betty 

Gray furnishes lull organ music. 
Morg. 


Blue Room. N. O. 
(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 


New Orleans, March 10 
Carl Ravazza Orch, Callahan Sis- 
ters, Phil Brito, Corday & Triano, 
Walton & O'Rourlce: $1.50 minimum 


| Saturdays & Sundays 


This nocturnal rendezvous has a 
winner in Carl Ravazza’s orch whieh 
is holding over for an extra four- 
| week session after a 13-week record 
run. Outfit has everything—bounce, 
| rhythm, melody and listenable ar- 
| rangements—besides a dance quality 
j that s tops. Musically band is 


solt 
and sweet, the brasses being muted. 
|} with swingeroo interpolations tossed 
in often, but skillfully held in check. 
Leader’s warbling is outstanding. 


| New floor acts are high in en- 
|tertainment values. Capacity busi- 
ness at show caught 


| Openers are the Callahan Sisters, 
|@ pair of tapsters with plenty of 
eye appeal who get big response for 


nifty routines. 

Phil Brito’s nice pipes bring sigl 
from the femmes. ‘Warbling o 
“Besame Mucho,” “Somebody ce es 
Me” and “My Heart Tells Me” net 


plenty palm pounding 

Corday and Triano, nice appea 
and smooth ballroom duo, sweep 
through a series of routines in whic! 
they mix waltzes and rhumbas. 
|iast spins for excellent result 
Femme half of team is_ strikin 
looking and has lots of eye appeal. 

Show stoppers are Walton and 
O’Rourke, holdover hits, a pair of 
fine artists and the last word in pup- 
pet wizardry. Their characters are 
all new in the second engagement, 
and finale is a work of art. Featur- 
ing a South Sea production with 
giant idol, witch doctors, tom-tom 
beaters and a native dancer that 
proves a wow. Other dolls also 
draw big response. Liuz. 


and 


GINNY SIMMS’ N. Y. CAP DATE 


Ginny Simms has been set for the 


Capitol, New York, week of April 
13 or 20. i 

Deal made by Music Corp. of 
America. 
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‘Belasco, Los Angeles (15-25). 


Wednesday, March 15, 1944 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 57 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Kelcey Allen, critic for Women’s Wear, N. Y.,.is the subject of an 
exhaustive profile by Wolcott Gibbs, in the New Yorker, issue of March 11. 
Gibbs. reviewer for the mag, says that while Allen is a humorist he “prob- 
ably has been credited with more jokes that it never occurred to him to 
make, than any living. wit, possibly excepting Dorothy Parker ... it is 
unfortunately true that Kelcey’s most celebrated Joke was made by .. 
Harry Hershfield ’* That humorist made the quip to Allen, who passed 
it along to the late Percy Hammond, who immortalized it so far as Broad- 
way was concerned and credited Allen. 

On the opening night of a production of “Macbeth,” which flopped, the 
gag was: “Lay on Macduff, lay off McBride” (the ticket broker). Allen 
late r made an affidavit crediting Hershfield and had it notarized. 


Allen was born Eugene Kuttner, but adopted the names of two well- | 


known stars of another generation, Herbert Kelcey and Viola Allen, with 
their permission. For a time he was known as Eugene Kelcey Allen. 
Among his first-night cracks, Allen said: “Drama critics are people who 
distribute epigrams between the acts.” Explaining his reason for not pan- 
ning shows, he said: “My subcribers are simple, cheerful people who don’t 
admire a destructive attitude,” while Gibbs describes him as ‘an estab- 
lished Broadway institution as he approaches his 70th birthday. 


Few persons on Broadway were aware of the sudden death on the Coast 
of Bobby Connolly until details appeared in the March 8 issue of “Variety, 
one week after his passing. For some strange reason neither news services 
nor Hollywood columnists made of Connolly's demise, although he 
was formerly a successful musical coMedy producer, a crack dance director 
and an account of his death was carried in the March 1 issue of “Daily 
Variety.” 

After “Variety” reached the newsstands, his former wife, now wed to 
Dr. Max Eagle, telephoned for verification before sending word to their 
son, Bill, who is in the Army. There is algo a daughter from that union, 
plus a son and daughter from a second marriage. Widow is Blanche 
Connolly. 

Connolly's top success on Broadway was the production, with the late 
Arthur Swanstrom, of “Sons O’ Guns,” which starred the late Jack Donohue 
and which scored a long run at the Imperial, N. 4 First wife was pro- 
fessionally known as Madeleine Van and they appeared in = B. Dillingham 
and Raymond Hitchcock musicals. Connolly specialized in production 
numbers in pictures for the past 10 years. 


Two Broadway names were present last Wednesday (8) on Dunninger’s 
committee for his mind-reading radio programs. They were Helen Menken 
and Bert Lytell, both being personalities on “Stage Door Canteen” air show. 
Also present was Joseph V. Connolly, head of King Features Syndicate. 
Latter’s written but concealed message was: a 

“Why do they dunk Helen Menken in the java? Because there ain't 
no sugar and she’s so sweet!” 


A couple of playwrigkts are still burning at an over-zealous p.a. who 
farmed out their script to a couple of N. Y. dramatic critics for an “opin- 
ion” on behalf of a prospective stager of the play. The authors now have 
their play ready to open and are worried that the crix may have a pre- 
conceived evaluation of their work, predicated on what was a rough first 


draft. 
(March 15-25) 
“Abie’s Irish Rose” (ist Co.)—|! “Kiss and Tell” (2d Co.)—Harris, 


Locust Street, Philadelphia (15-18); | Chicago (15-25). 

Studebaker, Chicago (19-25). 
“Abie’s Irish Rose” (2d Co.)—)} san Francisco (19-25). 

“Kiss and Tell” (4th Co.) — Cass, 


Forrest, Phil- Detroit (19-25). 


“Allah Be Praised” 


“Kiss and Tell’ (3d Co.)—Geary, | 


i 


adelphia (15-18). 


“Arsenic and Old Lace” (2d Co.)— “Life With Father (2d henna 
Lyric, Bridgeport (15); High School High School Audi., — — 
Audi.. Pittsfield, Mass. (16); Me-|Ohio (15); Ohio, Mansfield = 
morial Audi., Worcester (17); Bush- | Ohio, Lima (17); Perdue University 
nell Audi., Hartford (18); Colonial, | Audi., Lafayette, | Indiana (18); 
Boston (19-25). Coliseum, Evansville, Ind. (20); 


“Blackouts of 1944” (vaude)—El 
Capitan, Hollywood (15-25). 

“Blithe Spirit’”—Biltmore, Los An- 
geles (15-18); Auditorium, Oakland, 
Cal. (20): Audi., Portland, Ore. (22- 
24); Metropolitan, Seattle (25). 

“Blossom Time” (ist Co.)—Curran, 
San Francisco (15-25). 

“Blossom Time” (2d Co.)—Uni- 
versity Audi., Grand Forks, N. D. 
(15); Winnipeg Audi., Winnipeg (16- 
18); Lyceum, Minneapolis (20-23); 
State, Eau Claire, Wisc. (24); Madi- 
son (25). 

“Chicken Every 
house, Wilmington 
outh, Boston (19-25). 


Sunday”—Play- 
(17-18); Plym- 


“Connecticut Yankee’—FErlanger, 
Buffalo (15-18); Nixon, Pittsburgh 
(19-25). 

“Doughgirls” (2d Co.) — Nixon, 
Pittsburgh (15-18): State, Harris- 
burg (20); Karlton, Williamsport 
(21); Rajah, Reading (22); Lyric, 
Allentown -(23); War Memorial 


Audi., Trenton (24-25). 

“Family Carnovsky” — Walnut, 
Philadelphia (15-18). 

“Follow the Girls’—Shubert, Bos- 
ton (15-25). 

“Gay Nineties Revue” — Lincoln 
Audi., Syracuse (15); Palace, Albany 


(16); Valley Arena Gardens, Holy- | 
oke (17); Arena, New Haven (18- | 
19); Music Hall, Cleveland (21-25). | 

“Good Night, Ladies’—Davidson, | 
Milwaukee (15-18); American, St. | 
Louis (19-25). 

“Ice Follies of 1944” — Duquesne 
Gardens, Pittsburgh (15-18); Minne- 
apolis Arena (21-25). 

“Ice-Capades of 1944” — Chicago 
Arena, Chicago (15-19); St. Louis 
Arena, St. Louis (21-25), 

“I'll Be Seeing You” — Walnut, 
Philadelphia (19-25). 

“Janie” (1st Co.) — Colonial, Bos- 


ton (15-18); National, Washington 
(20-25). 
“Janie” (2d Co.)—Royal Alexan- 


dra, Toronto (19-25). 
“Junior Miss” — Lyric, Richmond 


(15-18); Locust Street, Philadelphia 
(19-25). 


Ryman Audi., Nashville (21); Audi., 
Memphis (23-24); Robinson Memo- 
rial Audi., Little Rock (25). 

“Mrs, January and Mr. Ex” — 
Wilbur, Boston (15-25). 

“Oklahoma” (2d Co.) — Erlanger, 
Chicago (15-25). 

“Patriots” — Studebaker, Chicago 


(15-18). 
“Rosalinda” — Ford's, Baltimore 
(15-18); Forrest, Philadelphia (19- 
25). 


“Sim Sala Bim”—Shubert Lafay- 
ette, Detroit (15-25). 

“Something for the Boys’—Civic 
Opera House, Chicago (15-25). 

“Son Fun” — Shrine Audi., 
Oklahoma City, Tulsa (15-16); Bilt- 
more, Los Angeles (19-25). 

“Student Prince’—State, Kalama- 
zoo (15); Orpheum, Davenport (16); 
Iowa, Cedar Rapids (17); Shrine 
Audi., Des Moines (18); Coliseum, 
Sioux Falls (20); Orpheum, Sioux 
City, Iowa (21); Omaha, Omaha 
(22): Music Hall, Kansas City, Mo. 
(23-25). 

“Three’s a 
Washington Altoona 


(19); Mishler, 


(20); Virginia, Wheeling (21); Audi., | 


Newark, Ohio (22); Hartman, Co- 
lumbus (23-25). 
“Tobacco Road” — American, St. 


Louis (15-18); Colonial, Akron (21); 


Palace, Canton (22); Park, Youngs- | 


town (23-25). 
“Tomorrow the World” (2d Co.)— 
Selwyn, Chicago (15-25). 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“The Searching Wind’—Herman 
Shumlin. 

“Pll Be Seein’ You”—John Golden, 
Harry Joe Brown. 

“Dream With Music”’—Richard 
Kollmar. 

“Pretty 


Little Parlor” — John 


Moses, Ralph Bellamy. 
“Sheppy”—Jacques Chambrun. 
“Public Relations”’—Robert Blake. 
“Decision” 

Choate. 


(road) — Edward 


Family” — National, | 


Farewell—Again! 
Pittsburgh, March 14. 

Of course, it didn’t say “posi- 
tively.” 

Two weeks ago, “Tobacco 
Road” played the Nixon for the 
ninth time, the billboards, news- 
paper advertisements and press 
releases hailing it as “farewell 
appearance.” The show did a 
sensational $16,600 at $1.50 top. 

Over the weekend, the Nixon 
announced its coming attraction 
for Holy Week, April 3. Natur- 
ally—“Tobacco Road.” 


Cora Witherspoon Bkpt.; 


| Royale, New 
| petition in 
court, 


Union-Agents 
Snarl Bill 


Talent unions and legit casting 
agents huddled last week over the 
Condon-Ostertag employment agency 
| bills, introduced in the N. Y. Legis- 
lature, but failed to approach agree- 
ment. That was the anticipated re- 
sult when State Senator William F. 
Condon suggested the confab, but the 
| factions went through the motions 
trying to remold the legislation 
| to the satisfaction of both sides. Paul 
_Dullzell, of Equity, which opposed 
the bills with the unprecedented sup- | 
| port of stage and labor’ unions, | 
frankly stated that his idea of a solu- 


tion would be to scrap the bills en-, 
tirely. 
| Dullzell headed an Equity delega- 
| tion that again went to Albany yes- 
| terday (14) to advise Senator Con- 
| don that it was viftually impossible 
| for the factions to agree on the pro- 
| posed legislation. Should the bills 
; pass the Legislature, Equity and its 
supporters will carry the fight to 
,Governor Dewey. So far Equity is 
| out in front, having knocked out the 
| provision to give the power of li- 
| censing casters to a city official (li- 
| cense commissioner or mayor), which 
| would have carried with it the rule 
of filing schedules of the amount of 
| commission paid by entertainers. 
Main fight now concerns changing 
| the legal rate of commission, 5%. 
which Equity has maintained for 
years. Condon indicated that he did 
not wish to change the rate for legit 
engagements, so it is the evident aim 
| of the backers of the bills to increase 
| the amount of commission in other | 
| theatrical fields. 
Figured that if the legal rate goes 
| to 10%, it will open the way for com- 
missions higher than that percentage 
Conceded that commissions from legit 
would be between $300,000 and $400,- 
000 annually but it is possible that 
|the agents’ take from  big-money 
bands might jump from around $4,- 
000,000 to nearly double that total. 
Believed around Equity that some 
members are paying more than 5% 
commish, which violation calls for a 
heavy penalty. Argument against 
legally changing the rate is that if 
10% is made legal those who now 
evade the rule will slip more coin 
to agents than the latter are really 
getting, objective of course being 
to get preference in engagements. 
Equity rule is 5% for 16 weeks for 


moderately paid actors, but if the 


No Rush to Buy Tix 


+ 
| 


Owes $14,639, No Assets 
Cora Witherspoon, actress cur- 
rently appearing in support of Zasu 
Pitts in ‘“Ramshackle Inn,” at the 
York, filed voluntary 
bankruptcy in federal 
New York, last- Wednesday 
(8), listing liabilities at $14.639 and 
no assets. Hollywood branch of 
Music Corp. of America is among the | 
creditors, for $150 on money ad-' 
vanced. Also Bergdorf-Goodman, | 
N. Y., $2,200 for merchandise and 
$3,000 to H. Jaeckal & Sons, N. Y.! 
furriers. 


Filing voluntary petition in bank-| 
ruptcy in federal court, New York, | 
last Thursday (9), Ann Claiborne, | 
performer, listed liabilities of $6,218 | 
and no assets. Among creditors, are | 
Actors’ Equity, $60 for dues. Also! 
$4,500 to Louise Crone, due on con- 
tract which latter negotiated. 

George Mitchell, Jr., actor-singer, | 
filed petition in bankruptcy in N. Y.| 
federal court Thursday (9), with 
liabilities of $3,322 and assets of 
$525. | 


Denies Plagiarism 
Suit Vs. Billy Rose 
On ‘Carmen Jones’ 


Claim of plagiarism against Billy | 
Rose and Oscar Hammerstein, II, by | 
Robert Steele in the matter of “Car- | 
men Jones,” Broadway, N. Y., was! 
dismissed by Justice Sheintag in 
Supreme Court, N. Y., Saturday 
(11). Plaintiff contended that the 
idea for “Carmen Jones” was taken 
from his ‘“Hunks-a-Dory,” an un- 
produced play, so far as “the in-. 
tellectual conception, treatment, 
plan and technique employed.” 

Steele, a copyreader on the N. Y. 
News, wrote “Hunks” in 1938 and | 
talked about. his idea to sundry peo- | 

} 


ple in and out of show business. 
Basis for Steele’s script is said to be 
the opera “Rigoletto,” while the 
Rose-Hammerstein operetta is an 
adaptation of “Carmen,” which it 
closely follows. Justice Sheintag 
also said: “Plaintiff's right, if any, 
is predicated on claim that defend- 
ants wrongfully employed the 
technique, plan, formula and treat- 
ment. conceived by him, and is sim- 
ply a common lawright. 

“Plaintiff possesses no cause ‘of 
action for the alleged use of his in- 
tellectual conception . . It is suf- 
ficient to point out that whatever 
right the plaintiff may have pos- 
sessed . was lost when he dis- 
closed to and discussed it with vari- 
ous producers, agents and writers.” 


salary is $150 or more, agents are 
allowed to collect the commish for 
the run of the play. 


Indicated shortage of Broadway 
theatres for incoming musicals is 
expected to be dissipated during the 
spring, but there is currently a de- 
mand for booking of straight plays 
that is far heavier than the supply 
of houses. There are around a 
dozen such attractions aimed for 
Broadway prior to Easter, with only 
four showshops likely to be avail- 
able. That makes it possible for 
theatre operators to book new shows | 
|} in at their own terms, a situation) 
that has been true almost from the 
start of the season. 

The considerable Shubert house} 
string is particularly tight on book-| 
ings, but most of the theatres pres- 
| ently dark are independents. Man- 
agements of the latter are too able 
|to exact guarantees from producers, 
}and in the latter category are the | 
| Miller, which gets “Chicken Every | 
| Sunday” when “Harriet” closes there | 
| Soon; 48th Street, which is dark | 
| through the abrupt folding of ‘Mrs. 


|'Kimball Presents’; Bijou (also 
dark’, which will get “Only the 
| Heart” and the Mansfield (dark), 


| which relights with “Public Rela- 
tions” next month. 
House shortage is also indicated 


See Shortage of Theatres In 
Broadway Dissipated by Spring 


by the booking of “The House in 
Paris” into the Fulton (dark) next 


week, producer fully aware that the 
spot is committed for “The Search- 
ing Wind,” due April 12. Straight 
shows in rehearsal not booked on 
Broadway include “I'll Be Seein’| 
You,” “Pretty Little Parlor” and 
“Sheppy.” 

What looks like a squeeze move is 
booking “Mrs. January and Mr. X” 
(Billie Burke-Frank Craven starrer, 
now in Boston) into the Belasco, 
which has the fair-grossing “Deci-| 
sion.” Latter drama moves to the! 
Ambassador after another week, 


| that spot evidently being nixed by 


the “January” producer, House now 
has a Shubert Gilbert and Sullivan 
troupe, slated to go to the road again 
after a mild engagement. 
Destination of “A Highland Fling” 
is uncertain. Play was liked out of 
town and was expected to open on 
Broadway this week. George Abbott, 
who’s producing “Fling.” declined to 
change the show's heavy setting, re- 
quiring spacious backstage space not 
possessed by houses available, so it) 
is laying off and may not open until | 
after Easter. The Alvin is another} 
dark house, through the closing} 
Saturday (11) of “Jackpot,” and it) 
probably will not relight until late! 
April when “Helen Goes to Troy” is | 
due there. ' 


| 


| thereafter 


| same performances. 


for Post-March 31 


Despite Tax Lift for Purchases Now 


There has been no rush to buy 
theatre tickets for performances 
after March 31, when the 20% ad- 
mission tax begins. Apparently it’s 
not generally known that tickets 
bought this month by mail order or 
otherwise call for the present 10% 
levy, regardless of the date of per- 
formance. Advance sale for the 
continues as strongly as 
ever; in fact, agencies and boxoffices 
can hardly handle more orders. 

Managers of other shows which 
will doubtless play into April and 
have not stressed that 
the doubled tax does not apply to 
current ticket purchases. One lame 
excuse was that it wouldn’t be pa- 
triotic, but the fact remains that 
during spring some theatregoers will 
pay 10% for their tickets, while 
others will chip in with 20% for the 
Legit is prin- 
cipally concerned with the admis- 
sions lift at this time, because a 
goodly percentage of tickets are 
bought in advance, whereas other 
entertainments mostly sell on the 
day of performance, as for instance 
picture houses, 

Tax ruling is that grand opera 
subscripti@ns this season will not be 
subject to the 20% tax, as such ad- 
missions were bought and paid for 
in advance. Same _ will probably 
apply to other seasonal tickets, such 
as baseball, if payment is made be- 
fore the end of the month. Broad- 
way figures there will be a jump in 
ticket sales starting Monday (20) 
for the final two weeks of March.¢ 

There is a possibility that con- 
nivers will stock up on tickets for 
the balance of the season. They will 
be able to resell legally and collect 
an easy 10° without gypping. If 
that practice develops as indicated, 
those who bought in advance will 
Stamp the tickets with the additional 
admissions charge. 


standouts 


Cast Changes In 
Chi, N. Y. ‘Okla’ 


Changes in the casts of New York 
and Chicago “Oklahoma” companies 
have started and more wilb eventu- 
ate before the end of May, but no 
difference in the capacity pace of 
either company seems likely, for the 
smash operetta companies do not 
emphasize names. Theatre Guild 
proceeded to offer run-of-the-play 
contracts to playersgin both casts of 
its standout attraction but found 
that some leads in both had been 
snared by Hollywood, several! peo- 
ple leaving now, with others going 
at the season’s end. 

Evelyn Wyckoff and Harry Stock- 
well will switch from the Chi com- 
pany to the original (St. James, 
N. Y.), replacing Joan Roberts and 
Alfred Drake. Replacements for 
the former are not definite, nor for 
Pamela Britton, who leavéS the Chi 
cast for the Coast. Louise Fornaca 
is the replacement for Joan Mc- 
Cracken in New York, where Erik 
Hawkins has gone in for Marc Platt, 
latter also a picture recruit. Slated 
to remain with the Chi cast are 
Dave Burns, Walter Donohue and 
Dave Mallen. 


LET'S FACE IT’ 70 
TOUR: KAYE NOT IN IT 


“Let’s Face’It,” Vinton Freedley’s 
musical Danny 
Kaye climbed to stardom in Holly- 


wood, will reach the boards again. 
Possible the show will have a brief 


smash, from which 


| repeat on Broadway but is primarily 


aimed for the road. Horace Schmid- 
lapp, who was essociated with 
Freedley in the production, and J. J. 
Shubert are both mentioned as 
likely presenters. 

Kaye, whose first starring film. 
“Up in Arms,” is currently showing 
at the Music Hall, N. Y., will not be 
in the cast. Choice of a comic in 
Kaye's part has not been made. 

“Face It” opened in October, 1941, 
and closed at the Imperial, N. Y., In 
March, 1943. Freedley decided not 
to tour the musical after Kaye went 
to the Coast. 
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Expect’B'way Biz Hike As Deadline 
On Tax Is Reached; ‘Bright Boy 


$5,000, Doubtful; ‘Decision 116 


Avencies more than boxoffices re- 
ported a further drop in Broadway 
business last week but declines in 
were comparatively slight 
attractions Claimed in- 


grosses 
and some 
creases 
Income tax deadline is tonight (15). 
and it is expected that theatre at- 
tendance will then be on the up- 
grade. No new shows last week. 
“Jacobowsky and the Colonel” 
opened Tuesday (14). Two or three 
other new shows are due by the end | 
of the month, while the spring pe- | 
riod should be active. | 
Estimates for Last Week 
Kens: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), | 


M (Musical), O (Operetta?. 

“Angel Street.” Golden (118th | 
week) (D-789: $3.30). One of most 
shows claimed not to have been fur- 
ther affected in the pre-tax, Lenten 
going. quoted over $9,500. 

“Arsenic and Old Lace.” Hudson 
(166th week) (CD-1,094; $3.30). Also 
little affected and profitable pace of 
long stayer seems indefinite; $10,500. 

“Bright Boy,” Playhouse (2d week) 
(C-865: $3.30). Parties last week 
helped and intention is to stick: rated 
around $5,000; may be even break. 

“Carmen Jones.” Broadway (15th 
week) (O-1,900; $440), Further off 
but not much: gross quoted at ap- 
proximately $40,000; one of Broad- 
way’s standouts: cleaning up. 

“Decision,” Belasco (6th week) (D- 
1.097: $3.30). Will move to Ambassa- 
dor after next week: business satis- 
factory so far, with last week’s pace 
off; estimated around $11,000. 

“Early to Bed,” Broadhurst (39th 
week) (M-1.160; $4.40). Held up to 
approximately same gross and at 

21.000 made profit both ways. 

“Harriet,” Miller (46th week) (D- 
940; $3.85). Going off at end of month 
and then house gets “Chicken Every 
Sunday”; present hit still approxi-- 
mates $14,000 pace. 

“Jacebowsky and the Colonel,” 


| out continues to draw great business, 


“Ziegfeld Follies,” Imperial (50th 


| week) (R-1.327: $4.40). Getting ex- 


cellent money as engagement is close 
to year’s run mark: last week esti- 
mated around $32.000 
Revivals 
“Merry Widow,” 
week) (O-1.695: $3.30). Claimed to 
have slightly improved. with indi- 
cated gross around $21,000, okay. 
“Othelle,.” Shubert (20th week) (D- 
1.325: $3.30). Season's dramatic stand- 


around $23,000. 

“The Cherry Orchard,” National 
(7th week) (D-1,154; $3.30). Slipped 
a bit more but, with nearly $13,000, 
business said to be satisfactory. 

Gilbert and Sullivan, Ambassador | 
(5th week) (O-1,105; $3.30). Leaving 
after another week; did fair business 
but slipped to around $10,000; “De- 
cision” moves here from Belasco. 

Repeat 

“Porgy and Bess,” City’Center (2d 
week) (O-2.698: $2.20). Somewhat | 
better last week. when gross went up 
to around $21,000, substantial but un- 
der pace of previous recent local re- 
peat; three more weeks after this. 


$21,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, March 14. 


More bad weather failed to dent 
Philly’s legit biz last week, and all 
three houses turned in sturdy figures. 
Probably nagst unusual was record of 
“Allah Be Praised.” new Alfred 
Bloomingdale musical tryout at the 
Forrest, which took a general critical 
panning and has been faced with 
plenty of handicaps, such as sudden 
cast changes, sickness, ete. Despite 


Beck (CD-1,214; $3.30). Presented by 
Theatre Guild; written by Franz 
Werfel with some dialog by S. H. 
Behrman; highly regarded out of 
town: opened Tuesday (14). 

“Kiss and Tell,” Biltmore (5lst 
weck) (C-920: $3.30). Has accom- 
plished a year’s run and should slide 
through another summer; somewhat 
aifected but claimed over $13,500. 

“Life With Father,’ Empire (224th 
week) (C-920; $3.30). Eased off with 
the field but run leader tucked in 
more than $14,000 again. 

“Lovers and Friends,” Plymouth 
(Vth week) (D-1.075; $3.85). Bit 
down «again, too, but quoted pace 
over $17,000, goodly profit both ways. 

“Mexican Hayride,” Winter Gar- 
den (6th week) (M-1,423: $5.50). 
Reigning leader and doubtful of be- 
ing topped this season: went up to 
quoted $46.600; standees every per- 
formance; no parties. 

“Oklahoma,” St. James (49th week) 
(M-1,520; $4.40). Still the first show 
asked for by patrons in agencies, and 


probably will be into next year; $30,- | 


600. all house can gross. 
“One Touch of Venus,” 46th Street 
(23d week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Standees 


here all perormances for musical 


that has played nearly six months; | 


Chi Surprisingly Good: 
In ‘Boys’ Smash 456, ‘Patriots’ 14!46 


over $54,000. 
“Over 21,” Music Box (10th week) 
(C-1.001: $3.30). Not much 
about this comedy but it sells out 
right along, with weekly pace still 

over $19,000. 
“Ramshackle Inn,” Royale 
(CD-996; $3.30). 


week ! 


(10th 


show and house fared well enough. 

“Stars On Ice,” Center (84th week) 
(repeat date) (R-3,000; $1.65). Likely 
to continue winning pace until with- 
drawn next month: rated around 
$25,000. 

“The Doughgirls,” Lyceum (63d 
week) (C-997; $3.30). Popularity of 
long-run laugh show almost as strong 
as ever; slightly off last week but 
takings over $16,000 
“The Voice of the Turtie,” Morosco 


4th week) (CD-995: $3.85). While 
some shows have been off here is 
stancout exception. With weekly 


2ros saround $22,000. 


“Tomorrow the World,” Barrymore | 


(48th week) (D-1.064: $3.30). Dipped 
under $14.006, not much under pace 
! money 


Oc previous Weck: steady 
} 


iker. 
“The Two Mrs. Carrolls.” Booth |! 
d 


(32d week) (R-712: $3.30). Onlv off 
a few hundred: this click looks like 
cinch into warm weather: rated over | 
$14.000 in small house, 


“oo } 


3 Is a Family.” Longacre (44th | 
week) (C-1,108; $3.30). Lusty laugh 
play fared better than estimated, and | 
again takings were over $10,000: still | 
indefinite. 

“Wallflower,” Cort (8th week) (D- 


1.064; $3.30). Doing fairly well 
though somewhat under expecta- 


tions; parties last week claimed to 
have sent takings to around $11,500. 

“Winged Victory,” 44th Strect (17th | 
week) (D-1,409; $4.40). Sells out | 
right along: Army Air Ferce classic | 
will play into May: rated over $37.000. 


heard | 


Figured | 
around $13,000, at which level both | 


| Monday night were sellouts. 


its troubles. musical, which has re- 
ceived plenty of praise here for its 
| dances and scenic investiture, grossed 
about $21,000 on its first full week at 
| the Forrest (show preemed Thursday 
night of previous week). Shirley 
| Ross was out due to throat ailment 
| part of week. and Joey Fay took over 
Ned Sparks’ role at midweek. Show 
is now in final local stanza, with 
prospects fairly good, despite rough 
condition of the production. 

“Mrs. January and Mr. Ex” got a 
very respectable $16,400 in its second 
and final session at the Walnut. 
Names of Billie Burke and Frank 
Craven on marquee definitely out- 
weighed some critical n.s.g., and new 
Zoe Akins comedy is figured for a 
good chance after further doctoring. 

“Abie’s Irish Rose” came close to 
| $11,000 in its fifth week at the Locust, 
|} With the sixth and last now under- 
way. Rémarkable for low scale 

($2.28 top). 
| This week’s only newcomer is 
| “Family Carnovsky,” offered by 
Maurice Schwartz and his Yiddish 
Art Theatre troupe at the Walnut for 


| Sala Bim.” 


Follow Girls 


‘KISS’ BRIGHT $18,000 
IN DETROIT 1ST WEEK 


Detroit, March 14. | 


“Kiss and Tell” opened brightly at | 
the Cass last week. grossing esti- | 
mated $18,000 in eight performances 
at the $2.75 top. Comedy is set to 
stay at the house for another three 
wecks. 

In its fifth week at the Lafayette. 
“Janie” wound up with a= strong 
approximate $10,000. It was followed 
in by the magician, Dante, and a 
troupe under a revue billing of “Sim | 


} 
| 


27G in Boston 


Boston, March 14. 
Bostonians are battling to get into 
“Follow the Girls” (which went clean | 
first day), and the overflow is re-! 
flected in upped takes in all the legit | 
offerings and some of the film houses 
(the Met in particular). Legit pros- 
pects continue to pile up to indicate 
biggest spring season here in years. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, Opera 
House (3.000: $3.30). Came in for 
seven performances Tuesday (7), and 
was near sellout for all shows to hit 
close to estimated $28,000. House 
dark this week. 

“Follow the Girls,” Shubert (1.500; 
$3.85. $4.40 Sats.). Went clean open- 
ing day, all seats gone for two weeks 
annoynced. At level, seven perform- 
ances, first week, $27,000 estimated. 
To remain third week, of which cur- 


| dancer for more than half a century, 


rent week is the second. 

“Highland Fling,” Wilbur 
$2.20). Final week did $10,500, okay. 
Closed Saturday (11) and awaits 
Bway theatre. “Mrs. January and 
Mr. Ex” opened here Monday (13). 

“Janie,” Colonial (1,500; $2.20). 
Picked up on second week for good 
estimated $13.000. One more frame 
here 


‘SPIRIT’ SHINES AT 226 


Los Angeles, March 14. 

Sunny days snapped legit b.o. out 
of its doldrums the past week, send- 
ing figures up to excellent levels. 
Leading is “Blithe Spirit” at the Bilt- 
more, grabbing hefty $22,000 the first 
week, with $23.000 in sight for sec- 
ond and final stanza. “Sons o’ Fun” 
comes into the house March 19 for 
two weeks. “Blackouts of 1944” con- 
tinues steady at $15,000 for the 89th 
week and the same in sight this week. 

“Yours for Fun” at the Music Box 
piled up $11.200 on the 19th week 
and should hit same figure this week. 
“Insults of '44” at the Playtime is 
still good for $4,000 on the 8th week, 
after doing same last week. “Sweet 
‘n’ Hot,” at the Mayan, has a likely 
$10,000 for 7th week. Show came 
close to that figure last week. “Abie’s 
Irish Rose” should pull $7,000 for 
sixth week, after estimated $8,000 on 
fifth stanza. “New Meet the People” 
shuttered March 5 at Assistance 
League afier 32 weeks for restaging 
and opened again March 9. Should 
reach $3,500 for first week of new 


six days only. Advance was good. 


run, 


| 
| 


‘Rosalinda’ Nifty 
| $22,000, New Haven 


New Haven, March 14. | 
“Rosalinda,” drawing nice notices | 
at Shubert here last week, enticed a 
substantial approximate $22,000 on 
eight performances at $3.30 top. | 

Current last half (16-18) is “Ballet 
Russe.” Weekend of March 30 gets 
“Janie.” 


‘Jake’ 226, D. C. 


Washington, March 14. | 
“Jacobowsky and the Colonel’ | 
grossed $22,000 in its final eight per- 
formances at the National theatre 
last week. All performances after 


Gives the Werfel-Behrman comedy 
43,500 on its fortnight engagement. 


‘Sons’ $29,500, St. Loo 


St. Louis, March 14. 


Despite Lent in this thickly popu- | Opers ; j 3 
_ Despit pera House (2d week) (3,600; $3.85). 
lated Catholic burg, Olsen & —_ Joan Blondell proving big draw. Hit 
‘un sockO | smash $45,000. b re 
$29,500 last week in its second p.a. of | ed in big house. wilnittie hoch 
_the season, for 10 performances at 


son’s “Sons o’ Fun” scored 


the American theatre. 


$2.80. On the previous visit, with the 


original cast, piece got $31,000 for Northern (16th week) (1.400; $2.75). 
Perked up to around $8,000. 


eight performances at $3.85 top. 


400th 
| Civic Theatre reopens March 27 with 


r 18th week) (1.000; $2.75). 
The 1,700-seat house was scaled to a trifle to $12,000. whi 


Chicago, March 14. 
Contrary to expectations, most at- 


tractions gained last week, with 
“Something for the Boys” leading 


everything, at the Civic Opera House, 
with smash $45.000. “Oklahoma” con- 
tinued a $30,000 sellout in its 17th 
week at the Erlanger and is accept- 
ing mail orders through June. “Good 
Night Ladies” called it a run at the 
Blackstone after .100 weeks and 
pulled out for road tour despite prof- 
itable receipis. “Kiss and Tell” gave 
performance last night. 


“The Lady and the Clown.” new 
play being produced by John McKee. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Good Night Ladies,’ Blackstone 
(100th week) (1.200: $2.75). Closed 
sensational run Saturday (11) to fine | 
$17.500. 

“Kiss and Tell,” Harris (44th week) | 
(1,000; $2.75). Gained a little to hit 
$14.500. 

“Oklahoma,” Erlanger (17th week) 
(1,500: $3.85). Sellout $30,080. 

“Patriots,” Studebaker (3d week) 
aa $2.75). Picked up some, $14,- 
500. 

“Something for the Boys,” Civic 


‘Tomorrow the World,” Selwyn 


Slipped 


“Unexpected Honeymoon,” Great 


(1.300; | 


IN L.A. ‘BLACKOUTS’ 156 


| graduate of the Pennsylvania Uni- 
| versity law school. He is survived 


|club, N. Y¥., died March 9 in New| 


OBITUARTES 
IRVIN S. COBB ; comic series. including Hall Room 


nationally ; Boys, Hank Mann reels and Monte 
| Banks shorts. Adept at hand}, 
animals, he made many Rin-Tin-T 
features, addition to Loui 


Irvin S. Cobb, 67, 
known author, humorist and screen 
actor, died March 11 in New York. 

Further details in Literati section. 


‘Fazenda-Chester Conklin comecies 
MAMIE McBRIDE ,., | for Warners’. 
Mamie McBride, 82, veteran yalide During directorial carecr, he 


performer, died in New York, March, worked for Pathe, Associated Ex- 
12. She had been under the care of, hibitors and Paramount, and retired 
the Will Rogers Fund, which also ar-' to ranch life several years ago. 
ranged for burial. 

She had been a _ performer and JOE MACK 

Joseph Dzmchokowski ‘Joe Mack), 
40, stage manager of RKO Fabian 
Plaza theatre, Schenectady, for 4 
number of years, died there March 8. 


getting her start at Tony Pastor's, 
N. Y. and later playing all big and 
small time circuits from coast to 
coast. Many years before retirement. In show business all his life Mack 
she was a member of the team of théates here 
Geosrieh ene McBride. |as card boy about 25 years ago. Later 
Early in her — she had | was electrician at new Proctor the- 
formed a lasting friendship with) atre and when Plaza was built about 
Jerry and Helen Cohan, paren Ob 10 years ago he went there as stage 
George M. Cohan and is said to have | manager > 
presented young Cohan with his first, 
pair of dancing shoes, at the age of 
10. Theatre legend has it that it "vas 
then that young George M. cam- 
phored his violin to delve irtto the | 
intricacies of the buck and wing and Perey Lee Atherton, 72, songwriter 
other modes of professional hoofing. and composer of operettas, died 
Upon her retirement from the} March 8 in Atlantic City. Among his 
stage in 1920, Miss McBride served | compositions are “The Heir Ap- 
as backstage matron at the Palace, | parent,” a comic opera: “The Maha- 
New York. She enjoyed the work! raja,” an Oriental opera-comique, 
since it kept her among her own/and more than 100 songs of semi- 
| classic grade. 

| From 1929 to 1932, he was acting 
One Year Passed | chief of the music of Library of 

| 


| Congress. 
E. G. MILNE | 


Died March 19, 1943 


daughter, 


PERCY L. ATHERTON 


PETER J. SCHAEFER 

Peter J. Schaefer, 75, pioneer ex- 

our happy life. Your your@) hibitor, died March 11 in Chicago, 

sou He was one of Chicago's veteran 

You will live in my heart forever, showmen and before his retirement 
several years ago was a member of 

the Jones, Linick and Schaefer the- 

atre organization. 

Before formation of that company 
he operated penny arcades. Sur- 
vived by niece and two nephews. 

AROLDO LINDI 

Aroldo Lindi, 55, operatic tenor of 
San Carlo Opera Co., died suddenly 
in San Francisco last week while 
singing in “Pagliacci.” 

Lindi was almost at end of aria 
which closes the first act, when he 

(Continued on page 59) 


‘Blossom Time’ $23,700 
In 6 Midwest Stands 
Chicago, March 14. 
“Blossom Time” company last 


week, in six midwest stands, grossed 
estimated $23,700. 


Ineessantly live over In my memory 


Your wife, 


MONA MILNE. 


people. She remained there until 


Palace tossed out vaude. 
CARLO PERONI 

Carlo Peroni, 55, music director 
for San Carlo Opera Co. for 20 years, 
and widely known conductor, died 
March 12 in New York after brief 
illness. Born in Rome, he began his 
career under baton of Mascagni, the | 
composer, playing trombone at 
Teatro Constanzi in Rome. He won 
most acclaim for conducting operas 
in French and Italian repertoire. 

Peroni is credited with knowing 60 
operatic scores by memory. He con- 
ducted eight opera performances a 
week for seven or eight months 
annually as musical director of San 
Carlo Opera Co. He conducted for 
Geraldine Farrar during her nation- 
wide tour in “Carmen” a few years 
before her retirement from the Met. | 
Peroni also was eonductor of Chi- 
cago Opera Co., in 1941 and 1942, and 
also directed the Scotti Opera Co. 
Last summer he conducted El Paso 
Symphony and was guest conductor 
in Hollywood Bowl. 

Survived by widow, mother, two | 
sisters and three brothers. 


Family’ 10G, Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh, March 14. 

“3 Is a Family” banged into some 

fad weather and also the beginning 

of Lent last week at the Nixon, and 

had to be content with slightly un- 

der $10,000, just fair at $2.75 top. 


Helen Price to Saxie Dowell, Feb. 
29, Norfolk, Va. Groom is former 
bandleader now in the Navy. 

Joan Valerie to Paris Mestusis, Las 
Vegas, Nev., March 9. Bride and 
groom are stage dancing partners 

Marjorie Snyder to Ned Maxwell, 


g Snyder, vice- 


exchange district, he devoted near] . 
Y | president and general manager of 
all his law practice to motion picture | <,.j. ‘ha; 

: | station WLS, Chicago. 
matters. Aarons represented many | 
exhibitors when “Bingo Night” was| 


GEORGE P. AARONS 
George P. Aarons, 55, Philadelphia 
film attorney and associate general 
counsel of Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America, died in that city 
March 8 shortly after a heart attack. 


attacked as illega] in theatres in | BIRTHS 

1937, Mr. and Mrs. Lou Pollock, son, 
He also was general counsel for |New York, March 12. Father is as- 

United Motion Picture Owners of | sistant to Paul N. Lazarus. Jr.. head 


Eastern Pennsylvania, Southern New | of United 
Jersey and Delaware. Aarons was a publicity. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Springer, son, 
| Pittsburgh, March 9.. Father is with 


Artists advertising and 


| by his widow, a brother and a Billy Yates band at Hotel Roosevelt, 
| sister, Pitt. 

Ye Pfe. and Mrs. Alfred Katz, daugh- 

Father for- 


Dr. William Frieder, 60, for 25 


|merly managed WB's Center theatre. 
years Official physician to Lambs 


Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Bender, daugh- 


DR. WILLIAM FRIEDER lter, Pittsburgh, Feb. 24. 

Father is a 


ter, Pittsburgh, March 1, 


York, theatre owner. 
_He was widely known in theatrical Mr. and Mrs. Alan Gale, son, 
circles, both through his association March 7, Philadelphia. Father is 


with The Lambs and as physician for | nitery comic: mother former Dorothy 

the Shubert theatres. Dr. Frieder Smith, dancer. 

also was professionally associated Mr. and Mis. Bill Trotter, son, 

with the Actors Fund for more than Memphis, March 6. Father is official 

a quarter of a century. and announcer with WREC, Mem- 
Survived by his widow, a sister phis. 

and two sons, Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Callaway, 

daughter, Hollywogd, March 

HERMAN C. RAYMAKER Father is western d®&trict sales man- 

Herman C, Raymaker, 51, retired ager for United Artists. 

film director, died March 7 in Ocean-| Mr. and Mrs, Louis Harris, son. 

side, Calif. Starting with Keystone| Sunday (12), their second. Father i- 

in 1914, Raymaker directed many! in boxoffice of the Biltmore, N. Y. 
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CHATTER | 


| April 17. 


Broadway 


The Irving Berlins back from the | 


Coest. 

Jay Faggen, ill, food poisoning in- 
gicated. 

arthur F. Driscoll back from Boca 
Grande, fh the pink. | 

Louis Schonceit’s wife recuperat- 
ing after major operation, — 

Harry Kaufman left hospital last 
week and departed for Coast. 


Latest shortage is theatre ticket 
envelopes for box offices and agen- 
cies. 

Tommy Brotherton, Alvin treas- 


- urer, slipped at home and broke 
ankle. 

es Bala Bim” at Lafayette, De- 

troit, due back on Broadway around 

aster. 
eo Robbins back at his desk 
following a long winter vacash in 
Florida. 

Capt. Dennis F. O’Brien, who re- 
euperated in Florida, due in office 
this week. 

Morton Downey hosting an after- 
the-parade St. Patrick's cocktail 
party Friday. 

Avon Long to Coast from “Porgy 
end Bess” «(City Center), Buck and 
Bubbles again in cast. 

John Henry Mears has replaced 
Eddie O'Keefe as company manager 
of “3's a Family,” on tour. 

Estate of the late Harry Wein- 
berger, New York theatrical at- 
torney, estimated at $100,000. 

Jules Girden, Warner circuit exec, 
recuperating following an emergency 
sinus operation Thursday (9), 

Jimmy Durante and Jimmy Savo 
are the latest writing books; memoir 
stuff with comedic variations. 

Zeb Epstein, WB district manager 
in N. Y., celebrates his 20th year 
with that company next month. 

Jack Kalcheim, recently given an 
honorable discharge from the army, 
has joined the Al Borde Agency. 

Pamela Briiton, songstress in Lou 
Walters’ Latin Quarter, signed by 
M-G for role in “The Harvey Girls.” 

Maurice (U) Bergman, Jack 
(20th) Goldstein and Mose (Remick) 
Gumble to Miami Beach for some 
sun. 

Al Rosen heads to the Coast the 
end of this week, bidding farewell to 
Loew's State, which he long man- 
aged. 

Dan Frankel snapping the dolls in 
Mike Todd's “Mexican Hayride” for 
lobby display and also for Life mag 
lavout. 


John Tnerk, back with “The 
)-chard” ‘«National) also 
nera nager for “Sheppy,’ Tom 


E. Reinheimer planed to | 


ay (13) to counsel Moss 
| details of “Winged Vic- 

Ben Kranz switched from “Carmen 
Jones,” Broadway, to “The Search- 
ing Wind” (rehearsing), Eddie Scan- 
Jon replacing. 

Big house board at Winter Garden 
(“Mexican Hayride”) will 
cecorated, Varga drawing 
made in sections. 

While Meyer Davis is fishing in 
Florida, Sam Grisman is intervieW- 
Ing prospectives for the No. 2 “Wall- 
flower” company. 

William Morris 


being 


agency 


#ency’s literati dept. 

Robert Wade, dancer. whose last 
addres: was in North Philadelphia, 
being sought by his wife through Sol 
H. Cohn, N. Y. lawyer. 

Ben Serkowich, Capitol 
p.a.. on the “Luncheon With Helen” 
program over station WPAT, Pater- 
son. tomorrow (Thurs.). 


Garry Moore all set for nose op- 
eration Saturday (18) to straighten | 
Comedian | 


out a deviated 


septum. 
refers to it as an 


“inside job.” 


_ Union Dime Savings Bank, N. Y.. 
is secking whereabouts of Roy C. or | 
Vickie Bentick, former vauders who 
egal lived at the Hotel Hudson, 


gery. 

Barney Bowman of “Winged Vic- 
tory (44th Street) ticket staff ele- 
vated. Now a sergeant but again laid 
up in Mitchell Field hospital with 
leurisy. | 

Max Allentuck is company man- 


fger of the Theatre Guild's “Jacob- 
owsky and the Colonel” production, 
vhich opened last night (14) at the 


Martin Beck. 
Memorial 


services will be 


soon be | 


giving 
Helen Strauss a welcome cocktailery 
today on occasion of her joining the 


theatre 


Wire services reported Dr. Max- 

well Maltz. N. Y., surgeon and play- | 
wright, in Managua, to lecture at the Colonel of 
U. of Nicaragua there on plastic sur- 


con- 


| 


Charles Tucker's Enterprises. to tour 


“Gangway.” George Black Palladium | 


revue, which originally starred Bebe 
Daniels. Tommy Trinder and Ben 
Lyon. Show to be readiec for 


' der role. 


Washington 


Johnny Pavette, zone manager. 
| congratulated on 25 years of service 
with Warner Bros, 

Mount Vernon Place Methodist 
church has opened a drama depart- | 


ment. Edward P. Mangum will be 
the director. 
Will Hays of the MPDDA saw 


President Roosevelt last week to re- 
port on the industry’s activities in 
the war effort. 
The March 17 celebration of Va- | 
| riety club will be at St. Patrick’s day 
| party provided by Warner Bros. the- 
atres and exchange. 
| Three Washington film critics pro- 
| vided the entertainment at Variety 


Club’s last luncheon. The Barker 
| survived the ribbing. 
| Jack Foxe of the Columbia theatre, 
| who sold four bonds for every seat 

in his movie, is certain to be among | 
the 100 winners in the war bond con- ! 
|test. The prize is a trip to Washing- | 
|} ton. which will hardly be a noveity 
| to the F street manager. 


Hollywood 


Jane Wyman laid up with laryngi- 
tis. 

Jean Negulesco fractured a bone in 
| his foot. 
| Fred Quimby to Chicago on Metro 
| business, | 
| Albert Mannheimer recovering 
from surgery. 

Vernon “Buster” Wiles, film stunt 
man, divorced. | 

Lee Marcus, ill. resigned as execu- 
tive assistant to Edward Small. 

John McCormick, Hollywood agent, 
recovering from appendectomy. 

James R. Grainger, sales chief for 
Republic, sunning at Palm Springs. 

Charles W. Koerner spent week- 
end at Indio ranch of Fleyd Odlum. 

O. O. Dull, Metro producer, run- 
ning for councilman in Beverly Hills. 

John Gunther, author and war cor- 
respondent, divorced in Las Vegas, | 


| 


Chicago 

“Tweet” Hogan. former bandleader, 
has opened his own booking office. 
office. 

“Chick” Kardale. former Chicago 
manager of the Mills Music Co... now 
manager of T. B. Harms Chicago 

Gypsy Markoff, dancer who was 
injured in the Lisbon clipper crash, 
in town as the guest of honor at a 
USO luncheon. 

Sam Lederer, veteran Chicago the- 
atre manager, press agent and news- 
paperman, celebrated his 80th birth- 
day Jast Thursday (9). 

Sonny Ainsworth. seventh wife of 
Tommy Manville, made her debut as 
a featured performer with the Col- 


| lece Inn modets Friday (10). 


Rhumba Casino reopened Monday 
(13) with the new name of Shangri- 
La. Spot will feature Chinese food 
under the management of Harry Eng. 

“Grandmothers’ Follies” will be 
staged at the Eighth St. theatre April 


116. Written and produced by mem- 


bers of the Grandmothers’ Club, all 
members of the cast including the 
chorus are grandmothers. 

| Fight Abuses 

Continued from pare] 


| business people feel that now is the 


time to exercise their privilege of 
calling a halt to the “excessive” use 
of performers, musicians and tech- 


nicians. 
It isn't that these show people 
have any objection to periorming 


for the soldiers, ete.; it’s just that, 
increasingly. many groups are 
putting in their bid for entertain- 
ment, too, and casting aspersive 
sneers at the performers for their 
“lack of patriotism” when circum- 


Nev |stances don't perrm®t acceptance. 
Mitchell Kester shifted from Uni- | There must be a limit to the use 
versal to International Pictures pub- | of actors, ete., it’s felt. 
licity. Ve | During the past week, for in- 
William Tex Harrison’s new screen stance. the Emergency Council for 
ame at Republic is § Sunset | 
| Leon Gordon bought a two-story | 4gainst the gratis film appearance 
colonial home in Beverly Hills for | of the “Carmen Jones” company, 


| $35,000. 
| Benny Fields and Blossom Seeley 
| celebrated their 24th wedding an- 
| niversary. 

| Joe Schoenfeld motored in from 
|New York for his new William 
| Morris job. 

| Charles Barton returned to his di- 
rector job at Columbia after losing 
his appendix. 
| Earl Carroll to Detroit for the | 
| opening of his new edition of “Van- | 
| ities,’ April 9. 

| Craig Reynolds, one of Hollywood's 
| wounded soldiers, feted by the Wom- 
|en’s Press Cliuh. 

| Michele Morgan, 
screen actress. drew 
| citizenship papers. 

| Mike Gore. theatre operator, re- 
covering in a Santa Monica hospital 
after a heart attack. 

Phil Goldstone bought a block in 
Palm Springs for a theatre, hotel and 
stores after the war. 

Arrowhead Springs Hotel, 


French-born 
her American 


recrea- 


tion spot for film notables, will be- 
come a Naval hospital 
Albert Dekker, Paramount actor, 


running for the State Assembly in | 
the Beverly Hills district. 
| Mrs. Hebart Besworth, widow of 
the screen star, is running for Con- 
eress in the 13th California district. 

Palm Sprines vacationers: James 
2. Grainger, Herman Wobber, Jerry 
Safron. Abe Montague and James J. 
Walker. of N. Y. 

Louis B. Maver appointed by Gov. 
Earl Warren as a member of the 
committee on California’s post-war 
economic program. 


Leighton K. Brill in town on the 
Red Cross drive after 15 months 
overseas as sistant director of en- 


tertainment in service camps. 


Joe E. Brown named Honorary 
the California Military | 
Academy cadet corps for his work 


in overseas camp entertainment. 


John Garfield's first letter from 
overses tells about getting a hot 
bath somewhere in the war zone with 


come of his old pals from Brooklyn. 


London 


Paul Whi an’s recording of 
Gershwin's “Rhapsody in Blue 
now one of best sellers here. 


Florence Desmond, now that “Hi- 


eucted Tuesday (21) in the chapel | de-Hi” has closed. to do six weeks for 


of the Jewish Theatrical Guild for 
Barney Bernard, who passed away 


20 years ago, 


Perry Como, having been called 
suddenly to the Coast by 20th-Fox. 
Chuchu Martinez is pinch-hitting at | 
Versailles for two weeks starting to- 
Brisson’s 


night 
return, 


(Wed.), until Carl 


Pvt. Leif Jorgenson, former ex- 
ecutive assistant to Gus Eyssell. man- 


assigned to the backstage 


Was produced, has 


tion, 


efing airector of the Music Hall. and 
staff of 

Winged Victory” when that show 
ha returned to the 
egit after four weeks of hospitaliza- 


| British and American forces in Italy. 
| Willic Shore. on leave for a few 
| days in London, was in a shelter on 


recent reid when bomb fell within 60 
yards of him. 
Tessie ,O'’Shea’s audeville unit, 


which is due to open March 20. al- 
readv has 22 wecks lined up for Gen- 
/eral Theatres, Moss Empires and 
| Stoll circuit. 
| Bernard Delfont will be associated 
, with Zeitlin & Murray in their re- 
vival of “Battling Butler.” in which 
George Clarke will take role created 
by Jack Buchanen. Show opens in 
| provinces in April. yes 
| Ronday Productions, on behalf of 


| patriotism 


{currently at the Broadway theatre, 


New York. Troupe was to perform 
in an Army Signal Corps-produced 
two-reeler to be sent the fighting 
fronts. 
Other 
Council declared that the point of 
was not involved. The 
record of show business in war 
service is proof of how uniformly 
actors and allied people of the the- 
atre have supported the armed 
forces, it was pointed out. Salaried 
civilians are employed by the Sig- 


Elements 


nal Corps, and as the Army is 
| spending vast sums for war ma- 
chines, it is felt that professionals 


should be compensated for appear- 
ances of the kind sought. 

In the case of the Signal Corps 
films it was felt that acters were 
taken advantage of. Billy 


nraducer af “Carmen,” okayed 
} Larmen, Xayea 


being 
Rose, 
the film stint, and so did the play- 
ers, but the Eguity officials were 
asked whether it alright with 
them. Union’s council nixed the 
plen. “Carmen” people as- 
sembled at the theatre and busses 
were on hand to take the company 
to Astoria. 

During the Council meeting it 
was pointed out that not only actors 


Was 


were primarily involved but = au- 
thors as well, because master films 
and records were being made and 


there could be no accurate check on 
whether the entertainment 
would not ultimately reach persons 
who might use them for profit. 

The two rec mostly consist of 
news clips, with it por- 
tion iibitions and 


sO indicate to 


canned 


lers 


entegta! 


to liven up the e 
men overseas what 
goes on at home. It was the 
of Capt. Shepard Traube 
of “Angel Street” last 
now of the Signal 
cerpts from Broadway musicals for 
the entert the 
made 


‘(producer 
and 


eXe 


season) 
Corps to use 


tion of 


ainment 
es. At lcast 
at Astoria | 
t 


carried 
formé 


pol 
one film 
original 


“Okla- 


the 
from 


out 


an Interiude 


homa’ 
That wes evident!y done without the 
snowledge of either Equity or the 
Emergency Council. No claims will 
be made in the matter of the Army’s 
use of the operetta smash. 

Possible that Signal 
will make arrangements tor 
pensation to and others. so 
that the newsreels may be en- 
livened. If so it is likely that 
Equity and othe unions will 
make concessions of strict rules 
covering film appearances by peo- 
| ple in current attractions. 


Corps 


com- 


the 


actors 


stage 


tour } 
Ted Ray likely to do Trin- | 


idea | 


(St. James) being cameraed.’ 


! Lite 


rati 


| 

| Clapper Memorial Award 

t An annual award to a Washington 
| correspondent who most nearly ap- 
} proximates the idcals of journalism 
}exemplified in the late Raymond 
,Clapper is to be set up. A_ gold 
| medal, and < cash award if there are 
| sufficient funds, will be presented at 
yearly testimonial dinner. 

The Raymend Clepper Memorial 


Assn. has been incorporated fer the | 
purpose. The Standing Committee of | 


Correspondents of the Washington 
| Press Corps will name a panel of 
| five men annually to pass on candi- 
|; dates for the award. Name of the 
| winner will also be inseribed on a 
| plaque in the National Press Club. 

| Three trustees of the Clapper 
Memorisl Assn. are George B. 
Parker, editor-in-chief of the 
Scripps-Howard Newspapers: 
Price, of the Associated Press and 
Director of the Office of Censorship, 
and Eugene Meyer. publisher of the 
Washington Post. The finance com- 
mittee will be headed by Alexander 
F. Jones, managing editor of 
Washington Post. 


Winchell Foes Face Tough Fight 


ent foes on Capitol Hill are facing 
| tough primary fights. Representa- 
tive John Rankin (Miss.), faces the 
sturdiest kind of opposition, He will 
be opposed by Samucl Edgerton 
Lumpkin, Speaker of the Mississippi 
, House, World War II veteran tmedi- 
{cal discharge), and former football 
player. Rankin is supposed to be 
the friend of the veterans, but has 
blocked every effort to compromise 
on the Federal ballot which would 
give soldiers and sailors a vote. He 
is a minority Congressman, benefi- 
ciary of the poll tax svstem. elected 
to his seat in 1942 Withgonly 7.800 
ballots cast. Candidate Lumpkin is 
personally popular, a good orator, 
more than a match for the 
sippi demagocue. 

ther Winchell-baiter is Senator 
Gerald P. Nye (N. D).. repudiated 
by the Non-Partisan Leazuc. hither- 
to his strongest supporter. The 
League will support Representative 
Usher L. Burdick, staunch Republi- 
can progressive. League voted 78 to 
19 to repudiate Senator Nye and his 
| isolationist policies. 


Lolly Vs. Seully 
Hollywood. March 14. 

Scrapper Frank Scully, awarded 
Manuscripters prize at club's annual 
dinner Friday (10) for best non-fic- 
tion bodk, plays opposite swooner 
Louella Parsons tomorrow (15) at 
Jewish Home for the Aged. Ira Aver 
Cummings wil' preside, Lolly’s “Gay 
Illiterate” and muge’s “Roeues Gal- 
lery,” as literature, are as far apart 
| #s the poles, but both are classified as 
books. 

Scully has worked out fast 10- 
minute routine, claiming to be prez of 
a League for a 10°; Sales Tax on All 
Speeches Covering 10 Minutes. He 
has a flock of titles to fit tine 


pme 
speech, tithe denendin on bias of 
audience. But the declamation itself 
caters to his own biases, which are 


certainly not that of The Swooner’s. 
A lot of refined fur i 
When The Scoope: 


{ pt 
umd The Scalpe: 


mcet. 

| = 

Some Memories. of Irv Cobb 
Passing of Irvin S. Cobb in New 


| York on March 10 deprives contem- 
; porary American literature of an- 
other merited humorist and wit. The 
simplicity he lived was also carried 
| out in burial arrangements. Whether 


end was near, three weeks 
demise he had dispatched a 


prior to 
letter to 


Byron | 


the | 


Two ef Walter Winchell’s persist- | 


Missis- | 


ted to fly | 


or not he had a premonition that the | 


; ments for the N. Y. Evening World. 
Charles Chapin. the managing edi- 
tor, wes hardboiled to the cx.ent of 

| downright meanness. One morning it 

|} was announced that Chapin was ill 

| via phone call from Mrs. Chapin, 

| Cobb answered and retorted, “I hope 
it's nothing trivial.” This bon mot 
| Was the talk of Park Row, since 

Chapin was the most haied man in 
newspaperdom. Some years later he 
was sentenced to life in pr:son for 
| killing his wife and died in Sing Sing 
before reaching minimum which 
would have made him eligible for 
parole. 

In 1907 Cobb was enlisted to speak 
at a theatrical dinner in honor of A, 
L.. Erlanger. According io Cobb he 
was a flop. “I sneaked out after that 
dinner with an ego so busted a quart 
of bourbon couldn't bolster it. 
“Mare Kiaw, Abe's partner, was at 
that dinner, and since he, too, was 

from Paducai:, I wes there to kid 
| him. I was the one who got razzed. 
| My knees slid out of their sockets, 

and my teeth rattled like dice in the 
| hands of a guy who has been faded 


| for a month’s salary. My liitle 
‘wheezes just lay right down and 
| died.” 


| But he subsequently spoke at many 
| theatrical and other dinners, where 
| he stopped and stole the show, and 
in fast company of wits at that. 
Author of hundreds of books, play- 
wright, war correspondent, convivial 
clubman and liked by evcryone. 
When Bobbs-Merrill were abeut 
to publish his autobiography they 
called Cobb up for a title. “Exit 
Laughingly” he told them. 


Beth Brown's Encore 


Beth Brown, whose “All Dogs Go 
to Heaven” (Fell) is a current scller, 
|has a dog piece in April Argosy. 
It’s all about a day in the life of a 
canine film star, yclept Daisy of the 
“Blondie” series. 


Obituarie | 
Continued from page 58 game 
| slumped to the fir rhe curtain 
| was rung down, but Lindi was dead. 
| Subsequent scenes ef Lindis role 


| were sung by Mario Paiermuy. 


ELIZABETH McGAFFEY 
Elizabeth McGaffey, 59, head of 
| RKO studio research, died March 13 
iin Los Angeles, Forming first mo- 
'tion picture research department for 
| the old Jesse L. Lasky film company, 
iche Jater was in charge of Cecil B. 
| DeMille research unit. 
A former stock player, she had 
| written fietion, novels and scenarios, 
| Survived by brother and two sisters. 


W. H. MART 
W. H. Mart, 60, pioneer film ex- 
hibitor, died in Grinnell, 
March 1. He was the oldest 
picture exhib in Iowa. He operaicd 
!Grinnell’s first rictuore the 


lowa, 
moien 


j 


Lyric. Ten years ago his Strand and 
Iowa houses became ciated with 
Central States Theatre Corp. 

| Survived by widow, a son and 
sister. 

WALTER L. STOKES 

| Walter L. Stokes, 56, auditor for 


Wilby-Kincey circuit, with hesd- 
|ouarters in Atlanta, died there 
| March 10. For years in Paramount 
|} homeoffice accounting departinent, 
| he transferred to W-K organization 
lin 1933. 
| Survived by widow, daughter and 
| sister. 


PEGGY ANN HORAN 


his old friend and newsnaner col- | 

league, Edwin J. Pi xton, | Peggy Ann Horan, 36, died sud- 
| Genly March 12 at home in Ozone 
editor and publisher, requesting him P; : L. I 

| to sce that the simplest of burial rit- 
uals be given him after de: th. She alae . dancer, formerly with 
In his request he asked to escape Lenora’s Steppers, — with Roye 
' the undertaker-tailored traditional | and Maye, “The Vagabond King” 
tuxedo, and that he be wrapped in and Sally Rand. 

plain sheet, deposited in pine box ; ‘ 

Paducah, Ky., his birthplace. to be William O. MeRobie, 77, oldti~ 
utilized to fertilize a sapling tree,| Veude and tab show peri a 
“which if it grows, would be enough | March 7 in N. Y. A membr f tine 
‘monument for me,” he said. His | McRobie and Evans iso 
widow will eschew the customary | appeared with the Fras iavo, J. 
widow's weeds, which Cobb char- | C. Stewart and Les H tre 
acterized as very depressing. Survived by a sister. 

' Jn his 67-year span of life he had — 

run the gamut of a colorful career.| Marry B. Spillman, Jr., 79. vet 
From star reporter on N. Y. dailies | stage manager, retired for past 16 
!to editor; from screen writer to years, died March 12 in Philacel- 
actor. His famous “Judge Priest”| phia. He was stage manager at 
stories were later dramatized as'|Casino, Broad street, Garrick and 


sereen vehicle for his pal, the Jate Will 


Rogers, with Cobb also appearing 
in them. 
Back in early reportorial 
gareer he had covered star assign- 


old Forrest theatres in 


Mother of actor Car) Randall died 
at Polyclinie hospital, N. Y.. March 5. 
She was about 70 years old 
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But Money Isn’t Everything 


Of course, is great satisfaction to roll up huge grosses and break 


records... but money isn’t everything. 


Iv’s equally important to be happy in a theatre and to feel that everyone 
in the theatre is happy with you. I want to thank the entire staff, from 
the executives down, for their whole-hearted co-operation and support. 


THAT’S THE ORIENTAL THEATRE, CHICAGO! 


My sineere appreciation to Messrs. Costello, Hogan and Hunt for a most 


successful date. 


It was a wonderful engagement for me and it can be a wonderful 


engagement for any band. 
An acknowledgement to GENE KRUPA, a great artist and fine trouper. 
A bow to BETTY BREWER, THE SENTIMENTALISTS, PAUL REGAN, 


THE EDWARDS SISTERS AND THE BOYS IN THE BAND. 


(Signed) 
The greatest gross in the 


history of the Oriental lommy Dorsey 
Theatre, Chicago... 
P.S.—BOB ALLEN joined our organization last week and everyone has 
acclaimed his thrilling voice. 
Personal Management—ARTHUR T. MICHAUD, 1619 Broadway, New York 
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